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Service Day 
Scheduled for Oct. 13

Johnson Takes Over
PHS Graduate Returns to Take Job After Hitchcock Departure

As everyone knows, former Principal Todd Hitchcock 
left at the end of last year to take the position 
as Assistant Superintendent for Jasper schools. 

When he left, finding someone to be the new principal was 
difficult. Thankfully, after what seemed like an eternity of 
waiting, Chad Johnson stepped in to take the job.

“Paoli is really where I grew up. We lived towards 
Marengo, but I have always felt Paoli was my home, mostly 
because of the school,” said Johnson. “I knew that the staff 
cares about the students, which is extremely important. 
I knew the great things that this school and staff have 
accomplished in the past and I wanted to be a part of that 
future.” 

Johnson grew up in the outskirts of Paoli near 
Marengo. In his spare time, he likes fishing, woodworking 
and metalworking. 

Johnson attended school in Paoli from first grade on 
through his senior year and graduated in 2001. He enjoyed 
his own teachers here at Paoli, he felt they inspired him to 
take on education as his major. 

“I know that there are several teachers who influenced 
me in my decision, and several are still here. Mr. (Chris) 
Jones and Mrs. (Rachel) Wyatt taught me how to make 
education fun and challenging. Mr. (Chris) Lindley actually 
guided me in deciding my major for college. Mr. (Darrell) 
Newkirk taught me and coached me to make me excel. 
Mrs. (Tammy) Noble and Mrs. (Jackie) Bosley guided me 
with a great foundation in English and math that really 
staged the rest of my educational career. I can say that I 
was influenced by all of my teachers, but to pick a favorite 
might be an impossible task,” said Johnson.

Johnson then attended Ball State University, 
where he received Bachelor’s degrees in Science and 
Technical Education and a Master’s degree in Education 
Administration and Supervision. 

Most recently, Johnson was the Assistant Principal at 
East Washington Elementary for three years. The decision 
to come here was based on his family.

“The decision was a family decision also. My wife 
works at Throop and my son goes there. My daughter is 
in daycare right now, but will attend Throop also. When I 
saw the posting for the position, my wife and I discussed it 
and we decided that it would be an excellent opportunity 

to not only work in a place that I enjoy, but also be closer to 
my family through the day,” said Johnson.

One of Johnson’s main goals for this year is to ensure 
that we improve upon things, though this does not 
necessarily mean adding anything new to the school, 
adopting any new rules or policies.

“We’re trying to keep things maintained, our goal is to 
make sure that we’re doing better,” said Johnson. 

Johnson wants both staff and students to know that he 
likes interacting with them.

“I keep an open door, ” said 
Johnson.

So if you find yourself in need 
of support or guidance, introduce 
yourself to the new principal.

Story by 

Dorothy 
Gofourth 
Junior

PHS will be hosting it’s second service day 
again this year. Service day will be held Oct. 

13. On Oct. 13, the PHS students and staff are 
going to take part in its second Service Day. 

This is a school wide event where the students 
get the opportunity to leave school and spend 

the day giving back to the community. 

Fall Musical Auditions 
Coming in This Month

The Paoli Drama Club will be holding auditions 
for “Mary Poppins” at the end of this month. 

Anyone is welcome to audition, including junior 
high students. The auditions will be held over 

the course of three days after school until 
around 4:30-5 p.m.          

The Paoli Chamber of Commerce is hosting the 
Paoli Fall Festival Sept. 9-11. This year is the 
Bicentennial to celebrate Indiana’s statehood. 
There are things to do for every age group at 

the festival, such as rides, car shows, a bake off 
and much more. Mark your calendars and try to 

make it out to The Paoli Fall Festival. 

Paoli Fall Festival Arrives
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Homecoming Festivities 
Begin Late September

Fall Homecoming will be held on Friday Sept. 
30, at the home varsity football game vs. 

Crawford County. Nominations for candidates 
will be the week of Sept. 19-23. Voting by the 
student body for the King and Queen will be 

done by the Sept. 29.

Musical 
Travelers 

Return 
Home

on page 4

New principal Chad Johnson talks to freshman Isabelle Goff in the 
hallways. Photo by Alexis DeCarlo.

The 
Trophy is 

Home 
on 

page 14
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Countdown to Graduation
Journey to May 2017 Begins with Fund-raisers; Deadlines

Senior year has arrived and it is time to 
start applying for colleges and student grants 
and loans, ordering caps and gowns – but, there 
are some other tasks the class of 2017 should be 
doing first. 

Before seniors can even think about getting 
into college, seniors have to take our Scholastic 
Aptitude Test: better known as the SATs. 

“The SAT is a test designed to 
measure current (and potential) 
academic ability,” said Guidance 
Counselor Brandon Crowder. “It 
does this by testing core-content 
areas of reading, writing and 
math. Then, using national and 
international data, it compares 
that ability with all students 
who have tested. Post-secondary 
institutions (colleges, etc.) use 
this data to determine which 
students have the best chance 
succeeding with them. That is 
why they use the SAT (or ACT) 
as a college placement exam. As recommended, 
students should take them the spring of their 
junior year or summer before their senior year 
the first time, as to allow an opportunity to 
retake it before college applications come due in 
the fall of their senior year.”

The ACT is a test very similar to the SAT, 
but through a different company and the 
difference of the two tests. The ACT focuses on 
English, math, and science that is taught in high 
school. The SAT focuses on mathematics, reading 
and writing, and measures literacy and writing 
skills and assesses how well a student analyzes 
and solves problems. 

After a student takes the SAT or ACT and 

gets their results, the next step would be to 
apply for colleges.

“The best time to apply to a college is as 
soon as they become available,” said Crowder. 
“Even if you are waiting on test scores or any 
other requirement, you can still submit your 
application. There are many applications already 
released, so I recommend to start now, just 

make sure you are applying as an 
incoming freshman for the Fall 
semester of 2017.”

At the Senior Class Meeting 
held on August 17, senior class 
sponsors Carol Fullington and 
Melissa Higgins discussed the 
fund-raiser that leaves PHS 
students in awe: World’s Finest 
Chocolate. The fund-raiser will 
go to pay for graduation (such 
as the programs, the flowers, the 
diplomas, etc). The more money 
that is raised, the less money one 
has to spend on their senior trip 

or Prom tickets. 
Herff Jones will be here Sept. 21 for the first 

graduation supply order. While here, seniors will 
purchase cap and gown along with the option to 
order senior sweatshirts, frames for the diplomas 
and other accessories. 

It is recommended that seniors should 
have already taken their SATs and should 
be preparing to retake them if they are, and 
should be looking to order 
graduation supplies very 
soon as well as applying 
to colleges if they plan on 
attending. 

Story by 

India 
Wong 
Senior

“The best 
time to apply 
to a college 

is as soon as 
they become 

available.”
Guidance Counselor 

Brandon Crowder

Sept. 9 
Paoli Fall Festival Begins
Football vs. Perry Central
  
Sept. 10
Volleyball vs. Shoals
Tennis at Dubois
POP at Salem Invitational

Sept. 11 
9/11 Remembrance Day

Sept. 12 
JV Football at Perry Central
JH Cross Country at Salem
Tennis vs. BNL
Volleyball at North Harrison
Golf at Salem

Sept. 13 
Volleyball vs. Perry Central
Tennis at Crawford County
Cross Country OC Invitational
JH Football at Mitchell
JH Tennis vs. North Harrison
JH Volleyball at Shawswick

Sept. 15
JH Volleyball at Dubois
JH Cross Country OC Meet
JH Tennis vs. Dubois

Sept. 16
Football at West Washington

Sept. 17
POP at BNL Invitational
POP Paoli Invitational
Volleyball Round Robin
Cross Country at CC
JH Volleyball at Jasper Invite

Sept. 19
JV Football vs. West Washington
Volleyball vs. Crawford County
Tennis at Eastern
JH Volleyball vs Crawford County
Sept. 20

Volleyball vs. Corydon
JH Cross Country Paoli Invite

Sept. 22 
Volleyball at Borden 
Cross Country Paoli Invitational
Tennis vs. Loogootee
JH Volleyball vs. Shoals
JH Tennis vs. Bedford

Sept. 23
Football vs. Corydon

Sept. 24
Pride of Paoli at Floyd Central 
Invitational 
Volleyball at SW Tournament
Cross Country at BNL 

Sept. 26
JV Football at Corydon
Tennis vs. North Harrison
JH Volleyball at Springs Valley

Sept. 27
Herff Jones Senior Supply 
Ordering, Freshman Class Ring 
ordering and parent night. 
Cross Country vs. M/S/SV/O
Volleyball vs. Orleans 
JH Cross Country vs. Springs Valley
JH Tennis at North Harrison
JH Volleyball vs. Mitchell

Sept. 28
School Picture Retakes 
Tennis Sectional 

Sept. 29
JH Football at Scottsburg
JH Tennis at Austin
JH Volleyball vs. West Washington
Volleyball at Springs Valley 

Sept. 30 
Football vs. Crawford County

Info by Alexis DeCarlo

2444N County Rd 300 E
Orleans, IN

1(812)723-2316

Contact Person:
Kim and Timmy

www.syriachristianchurch.com

What’s Up?



3Familiar and Fresh Faces Up Front
A new school year always calls for new changes and sometimes 

new faces. This year there are a couple of new names, which have been 
added to Paoli’s list of faculty.  

Some of these new teachers or student teachers have walked the 
Paoli halls before in their high school years and have now come back 
for more. 

New Principal Chad Johnson is among those graduates of PHS. 
Johnson graduated from Paoli 15 years ago with the class of 2001. 
He then went on to Ball State to get his undergraduate degree in 
Technology Education then went back to receive his Master’s Degree 
in Educational Administration and Supervision. Before Johnson 
became Principal,  he worked with many other different school 
corporations including Corydon Central, West Washington and East 
Washington schools teaching various classes, being an administrator 
and coaching track. Johnson has simple goals to accomplish for this 
school year.

“I want to gain that ‘big picture’ perspective of the school, but 
still understand the details that make Paoli unique and a great place 
to learn,” said Johnson.

Math teacher Kassi Harkness is among PHS’s 2010 alumni. After 
high school, she graduated from Indiana University to get her major 
in Math Education. Harkness went on and taught Pre-Algebra at 
Clarksville Middle School for two years before coming to Paoli to take 
over math teacher Donna Carr’s spot when she retired. Harkness now 
teaches ECA Prep and Algebra 2 to students grades 11 and 12. 

As for familiar faces, Aaron Hannon has been placed as the 
Physical Education teacher for the last three periods of the school 
day. Hannon is familiar to PHS because of his current spot as a Paoli 
Technology eCoach. Hannon has also taught second grade at Throop 
Elementary and is a part of the Paoli Football coaching staff as well. 
Hannon did not graduate from Paoli, he got his high school education 
at John Adams High School in South Bend. As some may not know 
Hannon not only has a major in Elementary Education but also 
Physical Education from Hanover College.

“At this point the plan given to me is to teach P.E. at least through 
first semester although it’s a very fluid situation,” said Hannon. 

Josie Spaid has a new position here as a Junior High Resource 
Teacher, she moved from her spot at Throop. Spaid was also a Paoli 
graduate and a University of Evansville graduate with a degree in 
Elementary Education. 

But the Paoli alumni does not stop there. Paoli 2011 graduate 
Brian Wilson started this school year not as a student, but as a 
student teacher to U.S. History teacher Chris Lindley.

“I’m hoping to spark student’s interest in social studies, and help 
them reach their full potentials,” said Wilson. 

Wilson will graduate from Indiana University in December with 
a major in Secondary Education. Wilson’s prior jobs included being a 
substitute teacher at Bloomington North High School and a valet at 
the West Baden Springs Hotel.

Wilson’s last day as a student teacher will be October 28, with 12 
weeks total of student teaching. Wilson is also taking a spot on the 
Paoli varsity football team as part of the coaching staff. 

Brett Latman is joining Paoli as a student teacher to the Pride of 
Paoli Band. Latman is a newcomer to Paoli and Indiana, he graduated 
from Downers Grove North High School in Illinois. Latman is 
currently attending Indiana University and majoring in Musical 
Education with minors in Spanish and Conducting. 

While in college, Latman worked with an array of band jobs such 
as  Librarian for the IU Department of Bands, college assistant for 
District 58 Summer Band and a counselor and Work Crew Member 
for the IU Summer Music Clinic. 

As of right now Latman is on the Pride of Paoli staff three days 
a week this fall, but after winter break he will officially begin his 
student teaching.

“As a student teacher I hope to learn how to 
run an organized and effective program. I also 
hope to learn how these relationships inspire such 
a wonderful music program,” said Latman. 

Help us give the new staff at Paoli a great year.

Story by 
Maggie 
Vincent
Eighth Grader

Faculty Facts: Pair the new faculty member with some little-known facts about each.

A. Principal 
Chad Johnson

4. Worked at Marengo Cave for seven 
years in high school and college.

1. Can’t eat food that touches other food.

5. Spends summers boating but didn’t 
catch a fish until age 22.

3. Played football at Hanover College.

2. Collects angels.

B. Math Teacher 
Kassi Harkness

C. P.E. Teacher 
Aaron Hannon

D. Student Teacher 
Brian Wilson

E. Resource 
Teacher 

Josie Spaid

Answers: A 4, B 1, C 3, D 5, E 2

Math teacher Kassi Harkness helps sophomore Ashton Drury with work during 
Algebra Class. Photo by Alexis DeCarlo.

Infographic by Maggie Vincent



Some of us might have been hesitant to partake 
in a 30-hour travel day, but for others in the 
community, this was the opportunity of a lifetime. 

Band Director Bill Laughlin, 2016 graduate 
McKinley Haley, Senior Caleb Baumgardner and 
Junior Livia Sullivan had the chance to travel to 
Europe and play with some of the best high school 
musicians in Indiana. The group departed on June 18 
from Detroit and returned on July 3 from Germany. 

The Indiana Music Ambassadors is an “All-Star” 
band and choir. Directors are asked to nominate 
students who are good musicians and those that 
are also mature enough to travel without needing 
someone to look over them all the time. 

“There are currently 38 of these from the United 
States who participate in this activity.  Nineteen of 

us traveled this summer 
and the other 19 will 
travel next summer,” said 
Laughlin.

Before their 
departure, the group 
went to a three-day camp 
at Ball State University. It 
helped them prepare for 
the trip. They rehearsed 
the music and put 
everything together so 
they could play their best 
at the four concerts they 
performed at. 

The students had 
one year to apply for 
a passport, raise the 
money needed to 
attend and rehearse all 
of the music.

“I worked a few 
jobs and sold some 
things to raise money 
for the trip but I was very blessed to receive 
money from friends and family to help pay for the 
trip,” said Sullivan. 

The concerts took place in London, Austria, 
Switzerland and Germany. While they were not 
at concerts, they spent their free time attending 
other events and sightseeing at all the places they 
got the chance to visit. 

The trip was a 16-day adventure. The 
group flew to London on Saturday and spent 
three days there. After London, their next 
adventure included three days in Paris, three 
days in Switzerland. Then they made a stop in 
Liechtenstein for a short visit between countries, 
three days in Austria, a short side trip to Venice 
and their last three days in Germany before 
coming back home on the following Sunday.

In Austria, they stayed in a small town 
called Seefeld. This is a place they hosted the 
Winter Olympics twice. Their concert was at the 
outdoor park on the same stage where the medals 
were awarded to the winners.

“I did enjoy the sight seeing because 
everything that I  saw, I hadn’t seen before. Also, 

a lot of things were weird enough to be cool looking. 
I don’t think I saw a building that looked the same 
as another,” said Baumgardner.

Another place they were able to visit was 
Switzerland. The group went to Lake Geneva and 
toured the Castille Chillon. They walked along the 
talk of the town of Montreux - the site of a famous 
jazz festival. Here they saw a statue of Freddie 
Mercury who was the leader of the band Queen. The 
Alps were an amazing land feature they got to see as 
well.

“The most memorable experience was when 
we first crossed into Switzerland. The mountains 
were like nothing I had ever seen before,” said 
Baumgardner. 

The group was always on the move and was able 
to see tons of sights they otherwise might have not 
have seen in their lifetime. 

“Getting to make new 
friends was absolutely 
amazing,” said Sullivan. 
“Getting to play music with 
them in different countries was 
amazing and I will never forget 
it.” 

4 News 

The Musical Ambassadors
Pride World Traveling Members Return to Paoli with a New Tune

Story by 

Madison 
Street
Sophomore

September 9, 2016

Band instructor Bill Laughlin, McKinley Haley, Livia Sullivan, Jamey Sullivan and Caleb 
Baumgardener stand for a picture in their trip to Europe. Photo Courtesy Livi Sullivan.

Band Instructor Bill Laughlin, McKinley Haley, Livia Sullivan, Jamey 
Sullivan and two other students take a boat ride through Europe. 
Photo Courtesy Livi Sullivan



First 
Let Me Take 

a Selfie...
Snapchat, first known as Picaboo, 
was first made four years ago. It is 
said to have started with less than 
a hundred users and now has over 
100 million Snapchat users, hitting 
record highs after the lenses came 

out. If you are a little late on the 
Snapchat lense trend, active users are 

here to tell you what 
their favorite lense to use is. 

Info by Emma Osborn

5

English Teacher 
Jaye Brewster
Favorite Lense: The Mona Lisa
“I am a Leonardo fan of both 
the da Vinci and DiCaprio 
persuasion.”

Junior 
Dylan Terrell 
Favorite Lense: 
Frowny Face 
“That’s my favorite 
filter due to the fact 
that it makes me look 
like a pouting child.” 

Senior  
Angel Pierce
Favorite Lense: Camera Roll 
Face Swap
“It helps me become whoever I 
want to be.”

Seventh grader 
Taylor Becht
Favorite Lense: Butterfly 
Crown
“It is my favorite 
probably because there 
is a variety to it, I like 
the color yellow, and it is 
pretty.” 

Math Teacher 
Adam Stroud
Favorite Lense: Grinch 
Face
“It makes me look very 
handsome.” 

Sophomore 
Charlie Meredith
Favorite Lense: Face 
Swapping 
“I like it because I can see 
what I look like with other 
people’s faces.”

Sophomore 
Jordan Clark
Favorite Lense: Bee 
Face
“It is my favorite 
because it makes your 
voice change and it’s 
funny looking.”

Junior 
Devan Smith
Favorite Lense: 
Flower Crown
“Because it is cool 
and makes me look 
pretty.”

Freshman 
Madison 
Cunningham 
Favorite Lense: 
Colorful Sunglasses
“Probably because 
it is colorful and so 
am I.”

Eighth grader 
Lili Seals
Favorite Lense: 
Dog Face
“Because it is 
cute.”
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Quarterback Shake-up FOR THE BOOKS
A look at the Varsity Rams season for fall sports. 

Football:  
The 2016 Rams football 
squad recently took home 
the Orange Bowl trophy in 
their game against Springs 
Valley. This put the first 
win in the chart for the 
team. The Rams, with a 1-2 
record, continue to be lead 
by senior Tyson Whaley. 
They will now prepare 
for the September 9  game 
against Perry Central.

Volleyball:
The Rams Volleyball team 
has had a rocket start to 
their season jumping out 
to 6-5 record. The team 
has recently recovered 
senior Claire Cornwell 
from injury, and hope to 
continue their success as 
they reach the middle part 
of their season. 

Cross Country:
The PHS cross country 
team has been improving 
their times over the course 
of their season. Starting 
at Orleans on August 16, 
the Rams have since been 
tested in five meets. The 
leadership roles on the 
team have fallen on seniors 

Avery Rogers, Will Stroud 
and Blake Terrell. 

Tennis: 
The PHS boys tennis team 
has gotten off to a 2-5 start 
to the 2016 season.  The 
team is one of the youngest 
to ever come through 
Paoli, and has no senior 
players. The leadership 
roles have been taken on 
by underclassmen such 
as sophomore Ashton 
Minton, who supports the 
Rams playing no. 1 singles. 
The team plans to keep 
practicing and building to 
finish the season strongly.  

Golf: 
The PHS girls golf team 
suffers from the same 
leadership gaps as our own 
boys tennis team. With 
no seniors to show the 
way, the underclassmen 
women have stepped up  
to start off their season 
strong. Juniors Allie Lowe 
and Callie Baker both have 
taken responsibility for 
leading their fellow Rams 
to a successful year. 

Susan E. Umpleby, Attorney
sumpleby@umplebyattorneys.com

102 West Main Street
Post Offi ce Box 166
Paoli, Indiana 47454

    
      Phone: 812723-0200

Fax: 812-723-5250

For any athlete, the sound of cheering fans 
is a welcome one. A coach yelling, maybe not 
necessarily welcome, but better than a crack.  

Suffering an injury of any kind can put a 
speed bump in a player’s season. For others, 
injuries can become a complete nightmare. 

For sophomore Ty Lawson, an injury in 
early August caused him to break his right index 
finger while in football practice. Lawson sat 
out for three and a half weeks before getting to 
return to play at the Orange Bowl this previous 
Friday night as safety. 

“I feel good about the position I am in 
because the doctor released me to play in the 
Valley game,” said Lawson. “Which, in my mind, 
is a pretty quick recovery.”

Another Ram quarterback, junior Garrett 
Vincent, was not so fortunate.

Vincent was leading the varsity football 
team. During week one, PHS took a loss to 
Brownstown at home. On August 26, the team 
traveled to Evansville Central for the second 
game of the season. Little did Vincent know, the 
injury he would face that night would turn into 
a huge roadblock in his junior year’s football 
career. While at Evansville, Vincent went to fake 
a run and got tackled by a defensive player. 

“When I went down, I heard a snap and 
something felt really weird,” said Vincent. “I 
didn’t know my collarbone was broken until I 
felt the big bump on my shoulder.” 

After further examination, it was ruled that 
Vincent would be out for a total of six weeks, 
putting him right back in time for Sectional. For 
the first two weeks, he will wear a brace and 

is limited on activity. The second two weeks, 
he can begin running and also begin throwing. 
At the end of the six weeks, Vincent should be 
cleared to play again.

“The hardest part about all of this is sitting 
and doing nothing,” said Vincent. “It sucks not 
being able to be with the team I’ve been with 
since the beginning of the summer. Other than 
that, sleeping upright and this brace are awful.” 

After the both starting quarterbacks of 
the team were unexpectedly injured, the team 
turned it’s head to another junior Tyler Smith. 

“I didn’t really know I was going to be 
playing as the back-up,” said Smith. “But I feel 
good about it.”

After unexpectedly getting the role as 
quarterback, Smith had to prepare for  the 
Orange Bowl. 

“Last Friday, I feel I could’ve thrown the ball 
a bit better,” said Smith. “Overall, I think we did 
okay, we got that win.”

Smith made his appearance this past week 
while playing at the Orange Bowl. Friday night, 
Smith had 339 rushing yards, breaking the school 
record. 

“I feel unstoppable at this point,” said Smith. 
“I feel like we are just getting started.” 

As the season progresses, Lawson will likely 
continue on defense, Smith holds the spot as 
quarterback and Vincent 
will recover from a broken 
collarbone and return to play 
at the end of the season. 

Story by 

India 
Wong
Senior

Smith Rushes to School Record  in Orange Bowl



Story by 
Garrett 
Vincent
Junior

Vincent Predicts College Clashes
In last year’s 2016 College Football 

Playoff Championship, the country 
watched perennial powerhouse 
Alabama take home the trophy. The 
Crimson Tide edged one out against 
the Clemson Tigers 45-40. A season 
later, both teams return to their top 
four rankings accompanied by two 
other historic football programs, 
Florida State and Oklahoma. 

Ranking at number one in the 
preseason is Alabama. The Tide will 
be led by top contributors from last 
seasons championship team, wide 
receiver Calvin Ridley and safety 
Minkah Fitzpatrick. Last year, Ridley 
hauled in 89 catches for 1,045 yards 
and seven touchdowns. He led the 
team in receptions and receiving 
yards. With his big play ability and 
reliable hands, Ridley is a player to 
watch this year in any Alabama game. 

Just below Alabama in the 
rankings is last year’s runner up, 
Clemson. Clemson will be led by 
star quarterback Deshaun Watson. 
Watson is an electric player with a lot 
of NFL potential. He is already a front-
runner in the battle for the Heisman 
trophy. Some other big names to 
watch for on the Tigers squad are 
running back Wayne Gallman, 
linebacker Ben Boulware and receiver 
Deon Cain. All of which are returning 
starters from last year’s squad. 

Ranking in at number three is 
the Oklahoma Sooners. At the helm 
of the ship will be quarterback Baker 
Mayfield, a returning starter from 
last year. Mayfield began the season 
last year as a very under-the-radar 
player. As the season progressed, 
Mayfield rose to be one of the premier 
quarterbacks in the nation. He began 
his career as a walk on at Texas Tech 
before transferring to Oklahoma 
and winning the starting job for the 
2015-2016 season. Another big name 
to watch for will align in the Sooner 
backfield, running back Samaje Perine. 
Perine led the Sooners last year with 
226 carries for 1,349 yards and 16 

rushing touchdowns. 
Rounding out the top four is 2014 

National Championship, the Florida 
State Seminoles. The Seminoles will 
be led by returning star running back, 
Dalvin Cook. In 2015, Cook rushed 
the ball 229 times for the Seminoles 
and racked up 1691 yards and 19 
touchdowns. Any spectator could 
see that Cook was the workhorse 
last year for a team who struggled 
at times to gain yards through the 
air. Last year’s starting quarterback, 
Everett Golson, a transfer from Notre 
Dame, graduated. This opens up the 
quarterback position for someone 
new. That someone new is likely to 
be red shirt sophomore, Deondre 
Francois. Francois played most of the 
first-team snaps in the spring game 
and will likely make his first start for 
the Noles in their home opener against 
Ole Miss. 

Rounding out the top 10 in the 
preseason rankings are: LSU, Ohio 
State, Michigan, Stanford, Tennessee 
and Notre Dame. 

Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh 
will surely have the Wolverines ready 
to go in every game. With all the big 
time players on that roster, Michigan 
is a team to watch for to make a surge 
into the top four. 

Come January, games will 
have been played, upsets will have 
happened and teams will have 
emerged. My prediction for the top 
four to play in the College Football 
Play-off are Alabama, Clemson, 
Florida State and Michigan.

This year’s college football season 
is sure to please. So many teams are 
on nearly the same plane, which is 
a definite sign of an unpredictable 
playoff picture. So sit back in your 
favorite chair, 
grab your favorite 
Saturday snack 
and prepare for 
the five month joy 
ride that is right 
around the corner.

Football Fandom Begins

One of the most anticipated 
times all year is the start of the NFL 
season. The regular season for the 
NFL consists of 16 games, one bye 
week and a competitive season to 
make the playoffs for each team. 
The NFL is separated into two 
conferences. There is the American 
Football Conference (AFC) and 
the National Football Conference 
(NFC). Every season, one team 
from each conference advances far 
enough to compete for a Super Bowl 
Ring.

As the preseason drags along, 
there isn’t much you can tell by a 
team and its productivity for the 
season. Some people believe that 
preseason games are a sneak peek 
of what the regular season will 
resemble in a few short weeks. 

However, for teams in the 
preseason, they do not actively play 
their starters. To me, preseason is 
just to get all the football fanatics 
hyped for the regular season and 
the games that really matter.

Some might think the Denver 
Broncos will be an ultimate 
powerhouse coming into this 
season due to their latest Super 
Bowl win. Although, with the loss 
of the legend, Peyton Manning, I 
feel they will struggle this coming 
season. 

Manning guided the Broncos 
to his last Super Bowl win. The 
Denver Broncos, lead by Mark 
Sanchez as the new starting 
quarterback, are out for another 
successful season as the league’s 
championship team. Mark Sanchez 
is the No. 34 ranked quarterback in 
the NFL. 

The Carolina Panthers on 
the other hand, have possession 
of the No. 1 ranked quarterback, 
Cam Newton. As these two highly 
talented teams go head to head this 
season, the tension will have raised 
more than ever. The Panthers seek 
revenge on the Broncos on Sept. 8.

As for the Super Bowl, it is 
difficult to tell who will last all the 
way to the championship game. For 
the AFC, I believe the Pittsburgh 
Steelers will make their mark as a 
Super Bowl competitor. There are 
many reasons why I believe this 
will occur but, I just want to make 
clear, I dislike the Steelers very 
much. Being a Baltimore Ravens 
fan one almost has no choice 
but to despise Pittsburgh. With 
Pittsburgh in mind, no one can deny 
their high powered offense. With 
their monster of a quarterback, 
Ben Roethlisberger, a powerhouse 
running back, Le’veon Bell and the 
best wide receiver or player in the 
NFL, Antonio Brown, it is hard to 
say they won’t have success this 
season. 

For the NFC, the team I 
feel that has the best chance of 
competing in the Super Bowl, are 
the Seattle Seahawks. Even with 
the recent retirement of their 
legendary running back Marshawn 
Lynch, I think Seattle still has the 
talent and skill to push through 
all the way to the Super Bowl. 
With well proven and successful 
quarterback Russell Wilson leading 
the charge, there is a great chance of 
the Seattle Seahawks bringing the 
Lombardi trophy back to Seattle.

The regular season for the NFL 
is long awaited during the offseason 
for all football lovers. I think this 
upcoming season will be a very 
interesting one, especially due to 
all of the major trades and draft 
picks. These can completely change 
the outcome of a team’s season and 
affect their whole fan base. Overall, 
I feel that this upcoming season 
will be a great season for national 
football. 

All fans and 
players should be 
very enthusiastic 
about this great 
time of the year.

Story by 

Jace 
Ingle
Sophomore

Ingle Eyes Exciting NFL Season

With both Pro and College football in season, our sports gurus make a few predictions about where 
the seasons could go for some of the most popular teams in each league.



“Doing 
well and 

going far in 
competition.” 

Senior 
Lily Thompson
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Archery Club

9September 9, 2016

How often is it, that a first year team goes straight to a 
World Tournament? 

On June 24, the Paoli Archery Team participated in the 
World Tournament in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. The 
tournament took place from June 23-26. Out of the 79 teams 
that participated at World, the Paoli Archery Team placed 47. 

“Our World Tournament score was great and I’m so 
proud of the team,” said senior Lily Thompson, who is one of 
the top scorers of the team.

In order for the team to make it into the World 
Tournament, there was one requirement, the team overall 
had to shoot a 3,150 at the NASP National Tournament in 
Louisville, Kentucky. At Nationals the team earned a score of 
3,236, which qualified them to move on to Myrtle Beach. 

As a first year team, Coach Kyle Woolston had faith that 
the team would do well in several tournaments. 

“I thought we had good potential to take us a good ways 
in the tournament, as long as the team focused, and kept their 
composure,” said Woolston. 

The top three archers at World were senior Lily 
Thompson with a 276, senior Wyatt Weeks and freshman 
Kainan Yother with a 275.

“I am happy with the way the season went,” said 
Thompson.

The first day the team was at Myrtle Beach, they spent 
some time seeing different things around the area and 
relaxing. The second day, the team went to the tournament 
site and watched teams compete and also shot their flight in 
the tournament. After shooting in the tournament, the team 
members and their families had a team 
dinner at a local restaurant before going 
back to the hotel. The next day, the team 
headed to a different beach and visited 
some gift shops before heading home on 
the last day.  

PAOLI
WORLD 
SCORES
Paoli Schools were represented 
by students from every grade. 
Here is how they scored at the 
World Tournament. 

276, Senior Lily Thompson
275, Freshman Kainan Yother 
275, Senior Wyatt Weeks
274, Junior Anna Hutcheson
272, Senior Logan Love
269, Eighth grader Bryce Ward
267, 2016 Graduate Blake Roberts
266, Freshman Harley Bush
263, Freshman Kyla Lee
260, Sophomore Chandlyer Behr
259, Freshman Tony Lowe 
259, Freshman Tanner Coe
257, Freshman Dawson Lynn
254, Senior Jaylin Busick
252, Freshman Jarrett Hammond
251, Freshman Jalyn Engleking 
250, 2016 Graduate Michael Lowe
247, Eighth grader Haley Owens
240, Eighth grader Glen Rankin
237, Freshman Avery Owens
235, Sophomore Nick Padgett
234, Freshman Trey Guthrie
208, Eighth grader Kyle McCaffry
205, Eighth grader Sam Giles

Archery Makes Waves
Myrtle Beach Ends First Season with a Splash

Story by 

Avery 
Owens

Freshman

Archery has become a big 
interest for students and staff 
this past year at PHS. Last school 
year, the sport was introduced to 
the school and will be continuing 
on for a second season. 

Agriculture teacher Kyle 
Woolston introduced the sport 
to the school. 

“I am hoping we can take 
off where they left off last year,” 
said Woolston. “It was a good 
year for our first year, making 
it all the way to the world 
tournament. We are hoping we 
can just carry that momentum 
and get back to that level again 
this year.” 

Over the summer, the team 
went to Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina to compete in NASP 
World Tournament.

“Our kids here learned a 
lot, with it being their first time 
they ever competed at that level. 
There were kids from other 
countries competing there. 
We had some that were pretty 
nervous. Others just went down 
and just relaxed and shot their 
best scores they have all year,” 
said Woolston. 

Senior Lily Thompson was 
the top scoring archer from Paoli 
at World, and hopes this season 
is as successful as last year’s.  
Thompson had never touched 
a bow before joining the team, 
but that did not keep her from 
joining the team.

“Honestly, it just takes focus 
and repetition,” said Thompson. 
“I don’t put in any more hours 
than anyone else, I just focus 
when I’m there. It’s fun, but 
actually putting in effort is what 
makes a difference.” 

The team will start practice 
in October and it will be in 
the main gym balcony. Anyone 
interested in participating 
this year should listen for 
announcements for meetings 
or contact Woolston for more 
information. Woolston is ready 
to get the 
season started 
and go even 
further than 
last year.

Fall Kick-Off for New Season

Story by

 Bela
Brewster

Freshman

What are you looking forward for this season?

“What I am looking 

forward to most is 

getting to know my 
teammates better. 

Everyone there 
makes the experience 

and practice more 
enjoyable.” 

Junior Anna Hutcheson

“I am excited to 
get back on the 

range and to start 
another great 

season.” 
Senior Logan Love 

“What I’m really looking forward to this year is traveling around and meeting new people and going places I’ve never been before.” Freshman Kainan Yother
Top: Archery team lines up for practice while preparing for their big 
match. Above: Sunset picture of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Photo 
courtesy Avery Owens 

Archery members listen for instructions at Myrtle Beach 
Competition. Photo courtesy Avery Owens 
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Global Guests: Students Join PHS From Across 
the Ocean for American Experience

Imagine getting the chance to broaden your 
education in another country. That is exactly what 
two foreign exchange students, Emre Seyhan and 
Tugba Yidiz, are doing this year at Paoli. 

The two students are here from different 
countries to learn about our culture and continue 
their education while doing it. 

Emre Seyhan is a seventeen-year-old senior but 
will be eighteen this month. Seyhan is from Istanbul, 
Turkey. 

Seyhan saw a sign for an agency in charge of 
foreign exchange students and made a joke about it 
to his parents. Later that night his father told him 
that he signed him up for the program. After going 

through an interview and 
taking an exam, here he is at 
Paoli using his opportunity 
to the fullest. Junior Gavin 
Dearborn and his family are 
Seyhan’s host family.

So far, Seyhan has 
enjoyed his stay here in Paoli. 
He was planning to go back 
to Turkey on his first day 
of school, until he started 
getting used to it here. 

“I grew up in a big city 
and now I am in a small city, 
this much of a difference 
affected me so much,”  said 
Seyhan.  “I studied really hard for my University 
exams and I always dreamed about the times that 
I will spend with my friends and family with no 
responsibility. I just had a month for this and it  
wasn’t enough. I knew some of the subjects but I 
couldn’t tell them in English on the first day and we 
don’t have Chromebooks in Turkey, it was really 
hard for me to get used to it. I felt like I lost my 
confidence but now I feel more confident.”

The main things he is missing about home are 
the Turkish cuisine from back home and the social 
life that he had in Istanbul. 

“I don’t have any favorite things about being 
here, but I know that this exchange program is a 
big chance to compare cultures and that’s why I am 
here,” said Seyhan.

Tugba Yidiz is the other foreign exchange 

student here at Paoli this year. She is from Frankfurt, 
Germany and is spending her year here as a sixteen-
year-old senior. Junior Travis Mefford, freshman 
Nikki Mefford and their family are hosting Yidiz in 
their home as their host sibling.

“At the beginning I was overwhelmed, too 
much was too new. But currently I feel well and the 
teachers and students are very friendly and helpful,” 
said Yidiz. 

Yidiz is here to experience our culture and to 
meet new people, but she does say that Paoli is 
much smaller than she was expecting it to be. 

As Seyhan and Yidiz 
continue their year as students 
in Paoli schools, PHS students 
have the opportunity to meet and 
learn from two students from 
around the world.

Story by 

Kennedy 
Embry

Junior
Top right: Exchange student Emre Seyhan listens to a 
lesson Neil Dittmer’s class. Above: Tubba Yidiz works on her 
Chromebook in Jason Poe’s class. Photos by Alexis DeCarlo
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11Don’t Skip the Squad
Our Staff Reviews: 

Comic books and heroes of any sort are 
all the buzz right now, and “Suicide Squad,” 
DC’s newest addition to a list of movies, 
doesn’t end the trend. 

To many, “Suicide Squad,” directed by 
David Ayer, was a major disappointment 
when it hit the theatres Aug. 5. The movie 
very loosely follows the comics, first created 
in 1987. The Squad’s first appearance in any 
comic was in 1959 in “The Brave and The 
Bold” issue #25.

In saying that, the movie was not bad. 
The movie falls through multiple plot 
holes with undeveloped characters, weak 
villains and bad pacing. The film focuses on 
Deadshot, Harley Quinn, El Diablo and only 
three of the nine members of the Suicide 
Squad. I had hoped for the movie to show 
more of a progression into each individual 
member of the suicide squad. Instead, they 
chose to rush into the major fight scene and 
only give a few of the characters a backstory. 

Margot Robbie plays as Harley Quinn, 
previously known as Harleen Quinzel, a 
therapist sent to help Jared Leto’s Joker. 
Quinzel eventually falls for the Joker, leading 
to her new life as Harley Quinn and becoming 
the queen to Joker’s King of Clowns. 

Will Smith plays Deadshot in this film, 
a hired assassination known for his ability to 
never miss his target. Deadshot is shown to 

have a daughter from a previous relationship 
that he loves and cares for very much. The 
movie’s adaptation of his character shows 
that his daughter is his world and that 
nothing else is important to him. 

El Diablo, played by Jay Hernandez, who 
has pyro-kinetic abilities, or the ability to 
create and control fire with one’s mind. El 
Diablo, a former thug, set a building ablaze in 
order to collect a debt. He realized after that 
the building had been occupied by woman 
and children, and later turned himself over to 
the police. 

Costumes of the movie were similar 
to the comics. Deadshot’s, for example, is 
almost spot on. Harley Quinn’s costume is 
a new version of her old self, but we see a 
brief moment of where she holds up her old 
costume. 

The film itself had a collection of 
classic rock hits, including “Bohemian 
Rhapsody”, covered by Panic! At The Disco 
and “Sympathy for the Devil” by The Rolling 
Stones. The sound track had songs from very 
popular artists right now; G-Eazy, twenty 
one pilots, Eminem, Skylar Grey, etc. 

The movie does its own continuation 
of other DC, or Detective Comics, movies, 
showing the grief the country has felt since 
the Superman died along with how nation is 
reacting to the news of new meta-humans, 

or humans with special abilities. The chance 
of there being a “Suicide Squad” sequel 
wouldn’t be unheard 
of, but it may not 
be a complete 
continuation of the 
“squad”. 

Character 
Harley Quinn is 
expected to get a 
singular spin-off 
movie October 5, 
2018 or November 
1, 2019. 

In brief: I 
loved the movie. 
The movie 
certainly makes a 
good date night, 
even for someone 
who hasn’t seen 
the others in 
the on going 
series. It did 
go fast though, if you 
blink you’re likely to miss 
something. That being 
said, those who expect for 
a movie to follow comics 
exactly; you’d be greatly 
disappointed.  

Story by 

Rebekah 
Reeves
Sophomore

FIVE FAVS
Senior Writing Editor India 

Wong shares her five 
essentials for survival.

Clinique, 
City Block Purifying 
This is a charcoal face mask + scrub 
that you leave on for five minutes (five 
minutes)! Charcoal anything calls my 
name and this, THIS I HAD TO BUY. It’s 
good for all skin types and leaves your 
face feeling like a baby’s butt.

“Cold Water” 
Major Lazer featuring 
Justin Bieber & MØ – 
Okay, let’s be real, the 
only reason I downloaded 
the song was because 
of Justin Bieber and his 
flawless vocals. I am so 
happy I did, this song 
is so empowering and 
amazing! 

Beats Pill 
If I listen to music while at home, 
it’s on my Beats Pill. The bass in 
this thing is AMAZING and makes 
me want to buy a billion more (not 
to mention the cute little stand mine 
came with).

Bounce Pods 
You don’t smell good unless 
you put these in your washer. 
I don’t care who you are or 
what you do for a living: you 
NEED these in your life. 
These little orange pods 
are a life changer. 

Benefit Mascara, Roller Lash 
Do you want fake lashes without actually having to have the 
falsies? This mascara is the best thing that has ever happened 
to my makeup life. It lasts all day and leaves my eyelashes 
touching my eyebrows for hours. Shout out 
to you, Benefit, for having yet 
another perfect product!
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The Paolite is the official publication of Paoli 
High School, published by the journalism 

department, ten times each school year. This 
publication is a limited forum.  Contributions 
from outside the staff will be considered, but 
student editors and the adviser make final 
content decisions. The administration does 
not review this publication prior to press. 
Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of 
the staff. The views expressed are not 
necessarily those of the administration, 

faculty, adviser or school board. The Paolite 
Staff does not accept free or discounted 

services or products from establishments they 
review. The Paolite Staff does not accept 

unsigned letters to the editor. Signed letters 
may be submitted to room 115, by mail or by 

thepaolite@gmail.com.
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Staff Ed Traveling

We have all gone on a field trip a few 
times in our lives. When in elementary 
school, we went on field trips at least a few 
times a year (or so it felt like). Getting into 
junior high and high school, the field trips 
become less frequent. As they do become 
less frequent, our staff thinks they are just 
as important as we are getting older for the 

educational process. 
Two decades ago, the world was not 

like it was today. Two decades ago, from 
listening to family conversations and 
skimming through old PHS yearbooks, 
PHS took students out of country border 
almost yearly. Today, students travel to 
Washington, D.C. yearly and had the 

opportunity to travel to 
Europe for the first time in 
years.

However, while the 
world restricts us from 
traveling abroad as 

frequently as it 
did, or it could just 
simply be financial 
problems or fear of 

traveling, it doesn’t 
stop us from staying in the 

good ol’ United States 
and traveling for 
school purposes. 

Our staff has 
one general thought 
on the benefits of 

traveling for school, 
and that is that it can 

be very beneficial to learning inside and 
outside of the classroom. It is good for 
those who are more of a hands-on learners, 
good for the visual learners as well, and 
it’s also good to get out of the classroom 
experiences and see different things. 

Sitting inside of a classroom for 
roughly eight hours a day for 180 days 
can be slightly tiring. Going to a museum, 
aquarium, university or something more 
interactive is something our staff would like 
to see our school embrace. 

Our Media Department will be taking 
a field trip to Indianapolis for the Indiana 
High School Press Association (IHSPA 
for short) in November. Our staff is very 
excited for this field trip. While in Indy, we 
hope to learn more techniques to improve 
our area of skill. We are eager to see how 
this experience makes all of our work better 
and we are glad this trip is an opportunity 
for so many.

We all can agree that getting a day off 
from school and going out to take a field 
trip can be some fun. They offer different 
learning chances, make learning fun and 
force students to interact with each other 
more. 

Principal 
Chad Johnson

Art by Will Stroud

Paolite Staff Editorial



Every school has them. Every 
environment has them. Anywhere you go, 
you’re going to find groups of people who are 
judged based on who they hang with. 

Most likely, you have all experienced 
this before, being placed into a certain 
group in someone’s mind, just because of 
certain characteristics you may posses. We 
often do this to others, but I don’t think 
it is something we really do on purpose. 
We decide in our mind who 
someone is without ever 
bothering to get to know them.

Personally, I’ve been 
stereotyped multiple times. 
The weird thing is that I have 
been told about it. I have been 
told what group a lot of people 
classify me in while a lot of 
people never got a sense of 
what group others see them 
in. Almost every single time 
I talk to someone new who I 
wasn’t really friends with before, or haven’t 
interacted much with, they all say the same 
thing, “Wow, Kennedy, you’re so nice. I 
always figured you were mean and stuck 
up because you hang out with all of those 
popular kids.” 

Now, how would that make you feel? I 
mean sure, it’s nice to be told I’m different 
than everyone sees me, but knowing you are 
being classified as a certain type of person 
just because of your friend group isn’t the 
best feeling in the world. Especially when 
my friends happen to be the nicest people I 
know.

Imagine being in a class and hearing 
someone talk about your friends while you’re 
sitting in the back of class. Then you hear 
your name brought up too and their friend 
asks them about you, neither of them have 
ever talked to you before. Then you hear the 
response, “I’ve never really talked to her but 
since she talks to those people, she has to 
act the same way.” That’s just another one of 
those situations I have been put in all because 

I am friends with a certain 
group of people.

My best friend happens 
to be gay. He is stereotyped 
negatively all the time, 
especially by people who have 
never really talked to him. I 
hear a lot of people say that all 
gay men act the same but they 
don’t. That would be like saying 
all straight people act the same 
way, which just isn’t true. But 
my best friend is often treated 

terribly because people assume things about 
him that just aren’t true. 

Some of my friends are stereotyped just 
for the clothes they choose to wear each day. 
Living in Indiana a lot of kids own boots for 
things like work or outdoor activities, but 
the kids that are really country often tend 
to group together. Seeing someone in the 
hallway dressed in jeans and boots doesn’t 
automatically mean that they are only friends 
with people in that crowd. When you judge 
someone based only on what they choose to 
wear you run the risk of lumping someone 
into a group they don’t necessarily want to 

belong to.
Another one of my friends just happens 

to be one of the nicest guys in the school, and 
also happens to be a “jock”. He is one of those 
guys on the football team, the basketball 
team, good in school, all of that. A lot of 
people who have never talked to him would 
assume that he is stuck up, or just another 
“dumb jock”. But my friend is one of the 
nicest people you could ever meet and you 
would miss it if you stereotyped him as a 
dumb jock.

Some people assume hanging out with 
people who are known all throughout the 
school makes you a stuck up person, but 
that’s not the case at all. Newsflash, you 
don’t have to hang out with a certain group 
of people to be popular, you can be popular 
in your own friend group. Friends, family, 
co-workers, fellow teammates, anyone you 
interact with who in some form can make 
you happy and give you good a friendship is 
all you really need. You can be in any group of 
friends and still be an amazing human being 
and that is the point I am trying to make. 

No matter how people see you, it really 
depends on how you see yourself. Just 
because you’re friends with a certain group of 
people doesn’t mean you have to act a certain 
way. Expand your friend group. Talk to 
someone who you have never talked to before. 
Do new things. You never 
know what you’ll find out 
about yourself along the 
way. 
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Story by 

Kennedy
Embry

Junior

You Don’t Know Me...
Student Column:

What advice would you give to someone 
for overcoming being the victim of a 

negative stereotype by other students?

Just shake it off. If someone makes 
fun of you or negatively stereotypes 
you, then they are probably insecure 
about themselves. They feel the need 

to put you down, so they aren’t put 
down. Sophomore Tessa Robbins I think you should just ignore it. If you 

show them that you don’t care about 
what they say about you, nine times 
out of ten they will leave you alone. 

It’s that simple. 
Sophomore Lyla Dickey

Just ignore it, people are always going 
to think that they know you and who 
you are but they don’t, forget about 

them and continue living your life the 
way you want. Junior Livia Sullivan

I would tell him/her not to listen to 
them because what they say is not 

true. Freshman Madison Cunningham 

I would tell them to ignore what they 
are saying because it isn’t true. 

Freshman Isabelle Goff

Be you. In the end, it 
doesn’t matter what other people 

think. Live your life for you and 
be the person you are meant to 
be. If you don’t know who that 

person is then find out. The ones 
negatively stereotyping you have 

problems of their own. It’s not 
you, it’s them. Keep your head up 

and be yourself! 
Senior Leitha Levi

Don’t let other people define who 
you are, you can always prove them 

wrong and be yourself. Not the person 
they say you are. 

Sophomore Mahalia Taylor

I would suggest keep your 
head up high, show the 

community you are a good 
person, kick negative stuff 

out of your life, and just 
know that haters are going 
to hate, there will always be 
good people and there will 
always be bad people but 
it is up to you to stand tall. 

Junior Tyson Robbins

“Newsflash, 
you don’t have 
to hang out 
with a certain 
group of 
people to be 
popular.” 
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Photo Essay

#ORANGEJUICE
Orange Bowl Trophy Comes Back Home

1

2

3 4
1. The Paoli Football team poses for photos 
with the coveted Orange Bowl trophy after 
winning the game. 2. Senior Tyson Whaley 
lifts Coach Neil Dittmer in jubilation after the 

clocks runs out. 3. Junior Garrett Vincent high 
fives a fellow player after a touchdown. 4. 
Junior Josh Bledsoe celebrates after the final 
play of the game.



5. Seniors Lexy Underhill, Liz Radcliff and Claire Cornwell 
march with the cheer block. 6. Junior Tyler Smith prepares 
the throw the ball as the fill in quarter back. 7. Senior 
Laundon Goldsby leads the cheer team and cheer block. 
8. Junior Dietrich Sears guards an opponent. 
9. Sophomore Ian Strange runs away from 
apposing players eventually scoring a 
touchdown. 10. Seniors Raigan Tinkle and 
Meagan Dooley cheer in the stands. 11. 
Coach Brian Balsmeyer talks to the team 
during a time-out.

5 6

7 8

9 10

11

Photos by 
Lily 
Thompson
Senior
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Stars, Signs
& Adventure
New Clubs Offer Students Unique Options

September 9, 2016

Story by 

Sara 
Kesterson
Sophomore

New clubs are coming to PHS this 
school year. Astronomy Club and Sign 
Language Club are new. The Kayak 
Club, still fairly new, is continuing 
after a late start last year. 

The first club to be included 
this year is the Happy Hands Sign 
Language Club. The club was started 
by sophomore Chantay Long, along 
with sponsor choir teacher Chelsea 
Bolas. 

Long really enjoys learning the 
language and spreading awareness 
throughout the deaf community. 

“I’ve always had an interest in 
sign language and over the years I’ve 
learned that I’m pretty good at picking 
it up. I wanted to start the club to 
share my passion with others and to 
help the deaf community,” said Long. 

Members will start out with 
simple skills, then over a period of 
time will start to speak to each other 
in sign language. 

“We will start with finger spelling 
then gradually grow to speak to 
each other in sign. Anything that 
we participate in will be up to the 

members, we are open to ideas on 
sharing our knowledge,” said Long. 

Any student can join the group. 
If anyone is interested in joining, they 
will need to e-mail Long for more info. 
Members will meet during homeroom 
in the choir room. Meetings will 
be determined based on individual 
schedules. 

A newer club returning for its first 
full year is the Kayak Club.

Biology teacher Laurie Jo Andry 
put together a Kayak Club this year 
for students in grades 7-12. 

“I enjoyed kayaking and knew 
that there were students who enjoyed 
it as well. Mostly the Kayak Club 
is all about having fun and being in 
the outdoors enjoying nature,”  said 
Andry. 

Students who are interested must 
have their own “yak”, paddle and life 
jacket in order to go on the retreats. 

Meetings will usually be in 
Andry’s room (120) during homeroom. 
As of right now, there is no set date 
on the first meeting and outing for the 
school year. 

“Membership is very ‘loose’, 
you just need to tell me and come to 
meetings to find out when we are 
going out,” explained Andry. 

The next step is actually going 
on the outings. Andry is up to go 
anywhere where there is water and is 
ideal for kayaking. 

The third and final club to 
be added to the list this year is 
Astronomy Club. The sponsor is 
Resource Aide Bill Johnson. Johnson 
has always had an interest in the 
sky and all the different parts of it. 
He is currently the president of the 
Stonebelt Stargazer Astronomy Club 
in Bedford. 

“I love astronomy because it is so 
peaceful to go out on cool clear nights 
and just enjoy the beautiful sky. The 
night sky is just like a map. You would 
not set out for Oklahoma without first 
looking at a road map,” said Johnson. 

People involved in Astronomy 
Club will be looking up in the sky 
during any day of the week, just to 

see what’s happening in the sky. 
Stars, constellations, meteor showers, 
planets or even the Space Station are 
all objects members will be looking at. 

“The main purpose of the club will 
be to learn how to recognize objects in 
the night sky,” said Johnson. 

Meetings will be held during 
homeroom, location to be announced. 
Later in the year whenever it gets 
darker earlier, meetings might be held 
in the evening. 

“We need to get the kids from out 
in front of the television set or cooped 
up in their room playing video games. 
Get out and see this beautiful universe 
that we are a part of,” said Johnson. 

All of the following clubs are 
ready and open for members. Sponsors 
would really appreciate students 
to participate to make each club a 
success. Now is 
the time to join 
a club and try 
something new 
this year.

Above: Students meeting with the Happy Hands Club begin learning sign language. Photo by Alexis DeCarlo
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