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PHS, with the help of 
Assistant Principal Fred 
Unsicker, implemented 
a leadership curriculum 
on August 22. Some call 
this curriculum character 
education, others call it 
leadership development or 
social-emotional learning; 
to Unsicker, it is known as 
Habitudes. Habitudes is a curriculum 
that uses image-based learning to help 
instill important leadership habits in 
young adults. 

Habitudes, along 
with many similar 
programs, was brought 
to life by Tim Elmore. 
Elmore is the founder 
and president of 
Growing Leaders, Habitudes’ parent 
company. Growing Leaders is a non-
profit organization created to develop 
emerging leaders. Elmore teaches 
leadership courses and speaks at 
schools, universities, businesses and 
athletic programs. Some of these 
places include Stanford University, 
Duke University, Chick-fil-A and Delta. 
Habitudes is just one example of the 
numerous books Elmore has authored 
pertaining to leadership and becoming 
an adult. 

Throughout his short time at 
PHS, Unsicker has noticed a common 
conversation between not only 
educators here, but among the state 
and nation as well, regarding a need to 
help students become better leaders. 

This was the perfect opportunity for 
Unsicker to implement Habitudes.

PHS was able to secure a grant 
from Habitudes, through their Growing 
Leaders Initiative, to put Habitudes 
into our school this year at no cost to 
our corporation. Paoli is the first school 
in Indiana to ever receive this grant 
and the only school in Indiana to use it 
on such a large scale. 

Prior to coming to Paoli, Unsicker 
utilized the program in the athletic 
department, where he was an 

administrator. Additionally, the junior 
high softball team participated in 
Habitudes Book 1: The Art of Self-
Leadership as a character and team 
building activity this past season. 

“I have seen students and 
athletes change their behaviors in 
the classroom and on the fields on 
competition because of this program,” 
said Unsicker. 

Unsicker, as well as the rest of the 
administrators, have many goals for 
Habitudes. The first is to teach students 
about what employers call “soft skills.” 
These skills cannot be measured on 
any kind of standardized test but are as 
important as anything you can learn in 
the classroom. This includes being able 
to lead yourself as you are faced with 

situations in your life. 
“The goal of Habitudes is to 

teach students the skills they need 
to be successful in life. These are not 
specifically learned in your classes, 
though you can apply them to these 
classes, but are vital to your success 
after graduating from high school,” 
said Unsicker. 

Through the Habitudes curriculum, 
Unsicker also hopes to decrease 
disciplinary referrals, increase 
academic performance and increase 

attendance rates. Most 
importantly, Unsicker 
wants to prepare students 
for the future, which 
includes being able to be 
a group leader as well as a 
self leader. 

Habitudes began on August 22 with 
a survey during homeroom, and each 
student will complete another survey 
after completing the curriculum. Each 
homeroom teacher will facilitate one 
Habitudes lesson approximately every 
two weeks. The last lesson should be 
presented near spring break. 

“I’m very excited to put Habitudes 
into place at PHS. I see this program 
as a great benefit to our 
entire student body, from 
seventh graders to seniors. 
I look forward to watching 
our teachers facilitate 
the discussion and to 
our students leading the 
discussion,” said Unsicker. 

Unsicker

New program to develop leadership skills in students and staff

NEWS BRIEFS

Madison 
Street

Story by
senior

Unsicker

Follow us @phsmedianews

If you will be 18 on or 
before November 6 of 
this year, the last day 
to register to vote is 
October 9. Visit your 

local BMV  
or indianavoter.com 

to register online. You 
may also pick up a 
registration by mail 
form at any BMV.

Voter Registration

Indiana colleges 
offer fee waivers 
to students who 

apply during College 
GO! Week. College 
Application Day is 
September 28, and 
College GO! Week is 

September 24-28. Visit 
learnmoreindiana.org 
to see which colleges 

offer a fee waiver. 

College GO! Week

Freshmen and 
seniors will be having  
meetings with Herff 

Jones on Wednesday, 
September 19. The 
meetings will focus 

on senior necessities 
and class rings for 

freshmen. 

Herff Jones 
Meeting

EDITED BY PAYTON ASHLEY

Congrats Rams on 
your Orange Bowl win! 

Check out freshman 
Emma McCrary’s 

coverage of the game 
on page 14 & 15.
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At PHS, there are many 
policies that students and staff 
must follow. Some of these 
policies have been set in stone 
for a while, but a new change 
has been implemented. 

Last school year, speech 
teacher Carol Fullington and 
her students discussed that 
some policies in the school 
handbook were in need of 
an update. The policy they 
focused on was attendance for 
the students. 

“The first thing we did was 
read the existing policy and 
discuss all of the problems 
with it. We brainstormed 
various ways to correct those 
problems,” said Fullington.

The students had to 
research policies from other 
schools and Fullington looked 
up the laws from the Indiana 
Department of Education. 
The students presented and 
discussed what they had and 
what they needed to avoid, 
thus creating a framework for 
a new policy. 

The class had to present 
their idea to Assistant Principal 
Fred Unsicker, which lead to 
more questions. 

“A few weeks later, Mr. 

Unsicker shared 
our policy with the 
[Faculty Leadership 
Improvement] 
committee, and 
teachers from across 
departments were able 
to read through it and 
offer their suggestions 
and concerns. In all, the 
process took about one 
month,” said Fullington. 

The new policy 
concerns attendance 
of students taking 
semester exams. The 
old policy accounted 
that every high school 
student would take their 
semester exam in each of their 
classes. 

In the 2016 student 
handbook, students would 
receive zero points if they miss 
their final exam.  The new 
handbook states that students 
who miss two or less days in a 
class period and have earned 
an 85% or higher throughout 
the semester have the option 
to not take their final exam.  

The only exceptions to 
semester exams are dual credit 
and AP courses as well as 
musical performances. 

This new policy means 
that any absence in a class will 
count towards the two days 
missed. Once a student misses 
three or more, they have to 
take their semester exam. 
The policy is encouraging 
students to not 
miss a class unless 
it is absolutely 
necessary while 
also being an 
advantage for 
students doing 
their work in the 
classes they take.

Attendance Policy Overhaul

Football may be in full swing, but many are 
very excited for basketball season. As of now, 
there is no basketball cheerleading squad, but 
tryouts are right around the corner. 

A meeting is scheduled before school on 
September 12 for any student in grades 9-12 
interested in being a cheerleader for basketball 
season. The new head coach is journalism 
teacher Heather Nichols, who has five years of 
experience.

“There will be a one day practice of tryouts 

on September 19 from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. I 
will make sure it is mandatory for 
everyone wanting to participate,” 
said Nichols.

There is no set number of how 
many will make the team. Tryouts 
are set for September 26.

Cheer season will start in the 
beginning of October. More info will 
be available in the guidance office 
in early September.   

Cheerleading Tryouts Set for Mid-September 

Ashlyn 
Bonta

Story by
eighth grader

Friday, SEPT 7
FB v. Perry Central, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, SEPT 8
POP @ Salem 
T @ CC, 9 a.m.
VB @ Loogootee, 9 a.m.
Monday, SEPT 10
G @ Salem, 4:30 p.m.
T v. BNL, 5 p.m.
JH CC @ Salem, 5:30 p.m.
VB @ N. Harrison, 6 p.m.
JV FB @ PC, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, SEPT 11
JH T v. N Harrison, 4:30 p.m.
G @ Salem, 4:30 p.m.
CC OC Meet, 4:30 p.m.
T @ CC, 5 p.m.
JH FB @ Mitchell, 6 p.m.
JH VB @ Shawswick, 6 p.m.
VB v. Perry Central, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, SEPT 12
G PLAC @ SV 
Thursday, SEPT 13
JH CC OC Meet, 4:30 p.m.
JH T @ Salem, 5 p.m.
JH VB @ Dubois, 6 p.m.
Friday, SEPT 14
FB @ WW, 7 p.m. 
Saturday, SEPT 15
POP Paoli Invitational
G Sectional, 9 a.m.
JH VB @ Jasper, 9:30 a.m.
CC @ CC, 10 a.m.
Monday, SEPT 17
JH T v. Dubois, 5 p.m.
T @ Eastern, 5 p.m.
JH VB v. CC, 6 p.m.
JV FB v. WW, 6 p.m.
VB @ CC, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, SEPT 18
JH CC Paoli Invitational, 5 p.m.
VB v. Corydon, 6 p.m.
Thursday, SEPT 20
T v. Loogootee, 5 p.m.
CC Paoli Invitational, 5:30 p.m.
JH T v. Bedford, 5:30 p.m.
JH FB v. WW, 6 p.m.
JH VB v. Shoals, 6 p.m.
Friday, SEPT 21
FB v. N Decatur, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, SEPT 22
POP @ Floyd Central
G Regional, 9 a.m.
VB @ Southwestern, 9 a.m.
CC @ BNL, 9 a.m.
JV VB @ Corydon 10 a.m.

Monday, SEPT 24
T v. N. Harrison, 5 p.m.
JH VB @ SV, 6 p.m.
JV FB @ Edgewood, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, SEPT 25
JH T @ N Harrison, 4:30 p.m.
CC v. Mitchell, 5 p.m.
JH VB v. Mitchell, 6 p.m.
VB v. Orleans, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, SEPT 26
BB Cheer Tryouts, 4 p.m.
T Sectional, 5 p.m.
Thursday, SEPT 27
JH T @ Austin, 5 p.m.
JH FB @ Scottsburg, 6 p.m.
JH VB v. WW, 6 p.m.
VB @ SV, 6 p.m.
Friday, SEPT 28
FB v. CC, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, SEPT 29
POP @ SV
JH CC PLAC @ CC, 10 a.m.
CC PLAC @ CC, 10 a.m.
OCTOBER
Monday, OCT 1 
JV FB @ CC, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, OCT 2 
T Regional @ Jasper, 5 p.m.
VB @ WW, 6 p.m.
Thursday, OCT 4
JH FB @ SV, 6 p.m.
VB v. Tell City, 6 p.m.
Friday, OCT 5
FB v. Mitchell, 7 p.m.
Saturday, OCT 6
POP @ Jasper
CC Sectional, 10:30 a.m.
Monday, OCT 8
JH FB @ Seymour, 6 p.m.
JV FB @ Mitchell, 6 p.m.
Thursday, OCT 11
VB Sectional @ C.A.I., 6 p.m.
Friday, OCT 12
FB v. G. Washington, 7 p.m.
Saturday, OCT 13
POP Regional @ Ev. Central
CC Regional, 10:30 a.m.
VB Sectional @ C.A.I., 11 a.m.
Friday, OCT 19
FB Sectional, 7 p.m.
Saturday, OCT 20
POP @ Whiteland
VB Regional, 6 p.m.
Friday, OCT 26
FB Regional, 7 p.m.

WHAT’S UP

Senior Keaton Chastain signs the sign-in sheet at the 
front office. Photo by Maddy McDonald
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Project Helps Students with Personal Care Items
Paoli media teacher Heather Nichols had 

the idea to start the Essentials Project when she 
was scrolling through her Facebook feed one 
day. She saw a program at a large school where 
they provided materials such as backpacks, 
school supplies and toothbrushes for 
students in need. Nichols realized 
PHS did not have a program 
like this for students, hence 
the creation of the Essentials 
Project. 

Other people were also 
concerned about students’ 
hygiene problems. As the 
idea was spread, more people 
were interested and became 
involved with the organization. The 
organization needed money to start 
their project, so they applied and received 
the OCCF Educational CAPE endowment 
grant from the Orange County Community 
Foundation. 

The organization gained members and 
established a board, with Nichols being 

President. The board also includes Vice 
President Jodi Henry, Treasurer Anna Hudelson 
and Secretary Angela Frank. Other board 
members include Dessica Albertson, Summer 
Hudelson and student member junior Maddy 

McDonald. Along with the grant, they 
were able to get the Orange County 

Community Foundation, the Paoli 
Public Library and the Lost River 
Market as partners. 

“I see fundraisers for 
Throop students to get school 

supplies and extra food on the 
weekends, but once kids get to 

the high school, the extra help 
seems to end. I just thought this 

was a project I would love to support 
and a needed resource for teens,” said 

Frank.
The Essentials Project provides many 

hygiene products such as soap, deodorant, 
shampoo, conditioner, feminine hygiene 
products, toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, 
body wipes, Germ X, hairbrushes and combs to 

students who need them. 
Students can fill out a form on the Essentials 

Project website to get their items privately 
delivered to them. The organization has already 
helped several students. Nichols and the board 
have long term goals for the project. 

“In the long run, we hope to branch out to 
other personal items like socks and underwear 
and eventually laundry help,” said Nichols.

Anyone can help out with the program. 
You can donate any hygiene products, make 
a donation or even maintain a donation box. 
Products can be dropped off at the PHS front 
office or the Paoli Public Library. Any and 
all help is greatly appreciated. 
You could also volunteer and get 
involved with the Essentials Project. 
The board is always looking for 
members to join. 

For more information, visit the 
Essentials Project site by going to the 
PHS homepage and clicking on “For 
Students.” Angie 

Ceja

Story by
freshman

At the end of school last year, Spanish 
students said farewell to Señora Wyatt. When 
school began this year, Señora Wyatt was 
Señora Carter. 

Secretary of the Superintendent Lisa Muth 
introduced her brother Mark Carter to, at the 
time, Rachel Wyatt. After dating for some time, 
Mark proposed to Carter on New Year’s Day in 
Indianapolis. His “very romantic” proposal led 
to an exciting year for the couple. 

On Tuesday, June 26, 2018, the couple 
married at the Disney Wedding Pavilion in Walt 
Disney World. The bride and groom each had 
five family members in attendance. 

“Having Cinderella’s castle in the 
background [of the altar] was perfect,” said 
Carter. 

The wedding colors consisted of blue and 
plum. Rachel’s dress was pink, while Mark’s suit 
was blue to match her bouquet. The wedding 

was described as magical and beautiful. 
“Honestly, Disney takes care of 99.9% of 

everything. To quote our wedding coordinator, 
‘You have to do nothing,’” said Carter.                                                                                                                                      
The reception was held at the Grand Floridian. 
Their favorite part about a Disney wedding 
was that Disney made everything wonderful, 
magical and special. 

The Carters decided to honeymoon in 
Disney as well. 

“We honeymooned at Disney World, visiting 
Magic Kingdom, Animal Kingdom, Epcot and 
Hollywood Studios,” said Carter.

The Carters had a wonderful and 
memorable experience together while 
at Disney World. 

“Both of us feel very blessed. 
Thanks for everyone’s support and 
kindness; both mean so much to us,” 
said Carter.

The Carters’ Happily Ever After 
Spanish teacher married in fairytale wedding at Disney

Lili 
Seals

Story by
sophomore

Courtesy Photo 
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For the past year, the PCSC Board of 
Trustees has been on a long and difficult 
search to find a new superintendent to replace 
the current interim superintendent, Gerald 
Jackson. 

At the August 20 meeting, the School Board 
ended the search by hiring Greg Walker, the 
current superintendent for 
Brownstown schools. 

“We, as the PCSC Board 
of Trustees, are very pleased 
to welcome Mr. Greg Walker 
into our school corporation as 
the new superintendent,” said 
School Board President Lila 
Tucker. 

Both Walker and his wife 
Jamie, who is a former science teacher at PHS, 
were present at the board meeting. The vote 
was 7-0. 

“I have known Mr. Walker professionally 
for a few years and have been impressed with 
all I have heard about him. It will be good to 
now set goals and begin plotting our course 
to help make our students be successful. I 
anticipate great things for our school, staff, 
students and community,” said Principal Chad 
Johnson. 

Walker is a 1988 graduate from Green 

County High School in Greensburg, Kentucky. 
Walker went on to Western Kentucky 
University to receive a bachelor’s degree. 
Walker received his principal’s license from 
Indiana University in 2004 and his educational 
specialist degree in 2014 from Indiana State 
University. 

Over the past twenty 
years, Walker has been both a 
teacher and an administrator at 
various schools. Walker taught 
agriculture at Bedford North 
Lawrence for eleven years.  He 
has also been Brownstown’s 
assistant high school principal 
for seven years, middle school 
principal for three and a half 

years and superintendent for three and a half 
years. 

Although Walker will miss the relationships 
he has formed at Brownstown, he is looking 
forward to meeting everyone and making a 
smooth transition to Paoli. 

“I have always admired Paoli schools and 
decided it was an opportunity I wanted to 
pursue,” said Walker. 

When it comes to improving and 
representing Paoli schools, Walker has a few 
goals set for himself. 

“I want to dig into the testing 
data and find ways to improve test 
scores, I want to help Paoli schools 
become financially sound, and I 
want to develop a positive school 
climate,” said Walker. 

Walker signed a three year 
contract, an Indiana standard, and  
his first day on the job is October 1. 

At the August 13 school 
board meeting, a new policy was 
put into place in regard to the 
prevention of student suicide. 
The policy’s purpose is to “protect 
the health and well-being of all 
students by having procedures 
in place to prevent, assess the 
risk of, intervene in and respond 
to suicide.” The new guidelines 
cover all actions that take place 
in school, on school property, 
at school-sponsored events, on 
school buses, at bus stops and at 
school-sponsored out-of-school 
functions where staff are present. 

“Our recently approved 

suicide policy was acted upon as 
a result of the recommendation 
from our interim superintendent, 
Mr. Jackson. The policy was 
introduced to him by our newly 
hired superintendent, Mr. Walker, 
who had implemented such 
a policy in his former school 
corporation,” said School Board 
President Lila Tucker.

Tucker said the Board voted 
to implement the policy because 
they “wish to be considered 
[a board of trustees] that is 
‘proactive’ rather than ‘reactive.’” 
The Paoli Community School 
Corporation hopes to be prepared 

in the case of any unfortunate 
event, including suicide. 

The policy states that the 
principal of each school will 
designate a school suicide 
prevention coordinator as 
someone for counselors, teachers 
and students to reach out to for 
issues regarding the policy and its 
implementation.

All staff, including 
administrators, teachers and 
employees, will participate in 
annual training on what to look 
for in students, risk factors, 
response procedures, referrals, 
postvention and resources for 

students. The training will focus 
on groups that are statistically 
more at risk for suicide, such as 
Native American students, LGBT 
students and students living with 
an existing mental disorder. More 
specific training will be 
provided to guidance 
counselors and school 
nurses. 

Questions regarding 
the policy itself can 
be directed to Interim 
Superintendent Gerald 
Jackson. 

4 SEPTEMBER 7, 2018

Rebekah 
Reeves

Story by
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Board Adopts Policy to Address Suicide Prevention

Superintendent to Begin October 1

Superintendent Walker

“I have always admired 
Paoli schools and 
decided it was an 

opportunity I wanted to 
pursue,” said Walker.

Sara 
Kesterson

Story by
senior

Courtesy Photo 
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Everyone has different areas 
in which they excel. What works 
for one person may not work for 
another, but most things don’t 
cater to this truth. 

People are normally expected 
to be able to succeed in the same 
manner, but PHS has put a plan 
in place that will accommodate 
students’ differences and allow 
them to reach their full potential.

Paoli has always followed an 
ordinary graduation plan, but 
that’s going to be changing very 
soon. 

In the past, students have had 
to pass the ISTEP 10 and fulfill 
a Core 40, Academic Honors or 
Technical Honors diploma in order 
to graduate.

“A lot of changes are coming 
our way because the ISTEP 10 is 
going away, and with the new 
graduation requirements through 
pathways, it’s going to look a little 
bit different. That starts with our 
current eighth grade class,” said 
guidance counselor Brandi Kerley.

This new program has three 
categories.

Students will still have to get 
one of the three diplomas, which is 
the first step.

The second part of it is 
employability skills, which 
students will have to prove they 
possess by doing a task of some 
kind.

“We’re really lucky because 
we have service day, which Mrs. 
Nichols does. That is going to 
qualify all of our students, which is 

really great,” said Kerley.
The last category involves 

testing. 
Students have to fulfill this 

piece by hitting the benchmark 
on the ASVAB, SAT or ACT. 
Students can also obtain their 
certification if they are a pathway 
participant, such as an auto tech or 
construction student.

“There are more options, so 
it’s good because a lot of students 
already are going to take an SAT or 
the ASVAB, and they’re going to hit 
those marks easily,” said Kerley.

To make it more convenient 
and accessible for Paoli’s students 
to take these exams, Kerley and 
Assistant Principal Fred Unsicker 
are looking into PHS becoming a 
testing site.

This new program is going to 
impact the school in a positive 
way. By fitting courses to the 
students’ needs, more people will 
be motivated to graduate.

“This new plan is not only 
going to help students graduate, 
but I think the new pathway 
graduation requirements are really 
helping students get prepared for 
the workforce,” said Kerley.

By installing this new, 
innovative program, the school is 
recognizing the diverse 
capabilities that are 
present within the 
student body and is 
encouraging students to 
embrace the fields they 
shine in.

Changes to Impact Graduation Path

Every student has something they live by, even 
seniors. Seniors are nearing the end of their high 
school career and getting ready to move on to 
greater things. Here are guidelines every senior 
should follow through their last year. 
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Don’t go 
overboard 
on school 
supplies.

Wear 
comfortable 

clothes. 

Keep 
everything in 

your backpack 
so you 

don’t forget 
anything or 

have to go to 
your locker. 

Make sure 
you have 

headphones. 
You can listen 

to music in 
class. 

Do your 
homework. 

Research 
colleges and 
scholarships 
before you 
make any 
decisions. 

Set time 
aside to relax. 

Everything 
gets stressful 
your senior 

year.

Keep a 
planner. There 

are a lot of 
deadlines to 

meet.

Set time 
aside for 

friends. Senior 
year is the last 
time to make 

memories as a 
class.
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Infographic by Corinne Magner

Masden 
Embry
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TEST ANXIETY
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With the leave of former head volleyball 
coach Alicia Clark to Jasper High School, PHS 
was forced to hunt for a coach. However, the 
financial state of the school did not compliment 
the search for a new volleyball coach very well. 
Fortunately, after a summer of searching, PHS 
hired coach Paul Robbins with roughly three 
weeks of summer remaining. Looking from 
the outside, it might seem the Lady Rams are 
entering the season ill-prepared. However, 
Coach Robbins has emplaced new coaching 
techniques, making the Lady Rams more 
prepared than ever.

“Coach Robbins has really shown us girls 
some unique ways of training that we have 
never seen before. They might be different, but 
I feel they have only helped us improve our 
game,” said senior Madison Street.

Coach Robbins is not a stranger to Paoli 
High School-- he is actually a PHS alumnus. 
While attending a high school reunion, Robbins 
was informed by one of his classmates about 
the vacant coaching position at the school. He 
believed it was a great opportunity to start 
somewhere new and join a winning program.

“I was aware of the opening for some time 
and was aware it was a solid program with a 
lot of talent and experience. After discussing it 
with my wife and other coaching colleagues, I 
decided to pursue the position,” said Robbins.

Robbins has coached for over 20 years in the 
Providence High School club volleyball feeder 
system. Since his start, Robbins has coached at 
West Washington, Salem, Eastern (Pekin) and 
recently at North Harrison. In addition, Robbins 
has operated his own volleyball club for 18 
years, known as Network Volleyball, which will 
now be based out of Paoli. 

Rather than setting specific team goals for 
the season, Robbins believes games should be 
taken one at a time. The team’s strengths are 
its depth in training, experience, talent and 
desire to perform at a high level. Their strong 
personalities and experiences are expected to 
guide them throughout the season. The Lady 
Rams have had success so far in the season 
by winning games and tournaments while 

performing exceptionally.

“We performed well in our season opener 
scrimmage with a well coached and outstanding 
Crawford County squad. They won the 
Henryville tournament Saturday, August 18. 
The opener and this tournament have been a 
blast for everyone at Paoli and a big reward for 
the Lady Rams for the focused, dedicated work 
they have done up to this point in time,” said 
Robbins.

With the help of the precisely chosen 
coaching staff, Robbins hopes to strategize 
effective game plans that will only benefit the 
team in the long run.

“I am an easygoing, teaching coach with 
a touch of intensity. I am a precision skill 
fundamentalist with expectations that players 
can learn any skills they decide to focus and 
work consistently on while realizing 
their learning curve,” said Robbins.

PHS volleyball is expected 
to have a great season this year. 
Everyone is encouraged to come and 
support the Lady Rams as they aim 
for success with Robbins calling the 
shots.
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Coach Robbins’ Journey to Leading the Rams to Victory
NEW COACH FOR LADY RAMS

Junior Kayla Bailey talks with Coach Robbins during a timeout. 
Photo by Kinsey McBride

Jace 
Ingle

Story by
senior

Cross Country
Varsity Cross Country
08/14 @ Orleans: Girls W, 2nd 
Madison Cunningham; Boys no team 
score, 8th Josiah McCoy
08/21 @ Northeast Dubois: Girls no 
team score, 2nd Hannah Albertson; 
Boys no team score, 3rd Matthew Ford
08/23 Little Four: Girls 3rd, 2nd 
Albertson; Boys no team score, 4th 
Ford 
08/25 @ Salem Invite: Girls 8th of 9, 
18th Albertson; Boys no team score, 
45th Ford 
08/30 @ North Harrison Invite: Girls 
13th of 18, 26th Albertson; Boys no 
team score, 35th Ford
09/04 @ Tri-County Invite: Girls 5th of 
6, 15th Albertson; Boys no team score 
23rd Ford

Junior High Cross Country
08/23 @ North Harrison Junior High 
Invite: Girls 16th of 18, 52nd Crews; 
Boys 19th of 19, 96th Wellman
08/30 @ Crawford County: Girls 4th 
of 5, 15th Crews; Boys 4th of 5, 26th 
Campbell
09/04 @ Northeast Dubois: Girls 2nd 
of 2, 14th Sweet; Boys 2nd of 2, 24th 
Bowman

Football
Varsity
08/17 @ Madison: W 34-7
08/24 Corydon Central: W 44-7
08/31 @ Springs Valley: W 34-16
Junior Varsity Football
08/20 Madison: W 16-14
08/27 @ Corydon: W 54-6
09/03 Springs Valley: W 20-6 
Junior High Football
08/23 @ Perry Central: 7th L 0-26; 8th 
W 30-8
08/30 Crawford County: W, 42-0 (one 
game)

Golf
Varsity
07/30 @ Springs Valley: 2nd of 2, 222; 
H. Owens 48, Wells 57, A. Owens 58, 
Magner 66
08/09 @ Crawford County: 2nd of 2, 
221; A. Owens 48, Engleking 53, H. 
Owens 55, Wells 65
08/14 @ Springs Valley: 2nd of 2, 199; 
A. Owens 45, H. Owens 48, Engleking 
50,  Wells 56
08/16 @ Scottsburg: 3rd of 4, 225; A. 
Owens 52, H. Owens 57, Engleking 58, 
Wells 58
08/23 Borden/@ Crawford County: No 
scores available
08/28 @ Salem, Eastern, Brownstown, 
& Scottsburg: 2nd of 3, 219; H. Owens 
50, A. Owens 52, Engleking 55, Taylor 
62
08/30 Springs Valley: 2nd of 2, 208; H. 
Owens 49, Engleking 49, A. Owens 50, 
Taylor 60

Tennis
Varsity
08/14 @ Salem: W 3-2; Magner 3-6, 
6-1, 6-3; Buchanan and Ashley 6-0, 
6-1; Coe 6-4, 6-4
08/16 Northeast Dubois: L 1-4; Magner 
2-3 (opponent forfeit)
08/21 @ Austin: W 5-0; Minton 6-3, 
6-3; Long 6-2, 6-3; Magner 6-1, 6-0; 
Buchanan and Ashley 6-1, 6-0; Stroud 
and Yother 6-1, 6-3 
08/23 @ South Central: W 5-0; Minton 
6-2, 6-4; Long 6-1, 6-1; Magner 6-0, 
7-5; Buchanan and Ashley 6-2, 6-2; 
Stroud and Yother 7-6, 7-5
08/27 @ Barr-Reeve: L 2-3; Minton 7-5, 
6-4; Long 4-6, 6-4, 10-7
08/28 Corydon Central: W 5-0; Minton 
6,0, 6,3; Long 6-0, 6-1; Magner 6-1, 6-2; 
Buchanan and Ashley 6-0, 6-0; Stroud 
and Clark 6-0, 6-0
08/30 Crawford County: W 5-0; Minton 
6-0, 6-1; Long 6-0, 6-2; Magner 6-1, 
6-0; Buchanan and Ashley 6-3, 6-4; 
Stroud and Yother 6-1, 6-0
Junior High
08/16 @ Northeast Dubois: L 2-3; 
Minton 8-6, Stroud 8-5, Hughes and 
Beavers 8-4
08/23 @ Crawford County: W 4-1; 
Street 8-2, Minton 8-0, Stroud 8-0, 
Milner and Hughes 8-1 
08/27 North Davies: L 1-4; Stroud 8-6

Volleyball
Varsity/JV
08/16 @ Mitchell: V- W, 19-25, 27-25, 
25-15; JV- L, 11-25, 19-25
08/18 @ Henryville Round Robin: 1st 
Place
08/21 @ Christian Academy: V- L, 14-
25, 15-25, 19-25; JV- W, 25-16, 25-20
08/23 @ Medora: V- W, 25-11, 25-14, 
26-24
08/25 @ Springs Valley Varsity 
Tourney: Linton L, 17-25, 25-23, 13-15; 
Jeffersonville L, 14-25, 22-25; Shoals 
W, 25-11, 25-11; Edgewood L, 22-25, 
25-21, 12-15
08/27 Lanesville: V- W, 25-18, 25-13, 
25-18; JV- W, 25-24, 25-21
08/28 Eastern: V- W, 25-21, 25-18, 25-
13; JV- L, 12-25, 4-25
08/30 @ Forest Park: V- W, 25-13, 25-
19, 25-13; JV- L, 10-25, 4-25; C Team- L, 
14-25, 12-25
09/04 Clarksville: V - W, 25-12, 25-3, 
25-6; JV - W, 25-6, 25-4
Junior High
08/21 Orleans: 7th W, 11-25, 25-12, 
15,11; 8th L, 15-25, 25-22, 15-17
08/23 @ Oolitic: 7th W, 25-9, 25-17; 
8th L, 25-19, 16-25, 13-15
08/28 Perry Central: 7th W, 25-13, 25-
18, 16-14; 8th W, 21-25, 14-25
08/30 @ BNL: 7th W, 25-21, 25-18; 8th 
W, 21-25, 25-23, 15-10
09/04 @ Orleans: 7th W, 25-17, 24-25, 
15-9; 8th L, 20-25, 19-25

THE SCORE
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On July 17, freshmen Landon 
Padgett, Dexter Brown and Bladen 
Patton had an ATV accident in 
Padgett’s backyard. As a result of 
the accident, Padgett had a torn 
MCL while Patton had a broken 
ankle and arm. All three were also 
emotionally impacted. 

Shortly after the accident 
occurred, Patton was airlifted to 
Norton’s Children’s Hospital in 
Louisville, Kentucky. He had three 
surgeries. A rod was placed in 
his right arm, two screws put in 
his right ankle and an emergency 
surgery on his right arm later 
that night because of a blood clot 
caused by a cut artery. Following 
the surgeries, Patton was in the 
hospital for ten days.

“I have a couple more weeks 
in the wheelchair, but I’m already 
out of my ankle cast and into a 
boot. I’m also starting to be able to 

move my arm on my own, but very 
little,” said Patton.

Although Patton will not be 
able to play sports this school year, 
he is staying positive and hopeful. 
He is also expecting a full recovery 
with no permanent limitations. 

“Hopefully, all of this will make 
me stronger in the long run,” said 
Patton. 

Patton is currently living by 
the motto “small setbacks, major 
comebacks” to help him look on the 
bright side of things.

“I’ll do whatever 
it takes to get back to 
normal.”

Patton's baseball 
nickname is “Superman,” 
inspiring “Superman 
Strong” bracelets for for 
$2 in the PHS office. All 
profits will help pay for 
Patton’s medical bills. 

SUPERMAN 
STRONG

From October to August, Juniors 
Aron Busick and Lexi P. Stroud 
travel across the country to play the 
sports they love. 

This past summer, Busick was 
able to travel to Washington D.C., 
the University of Maryland and 
local colleges to play baseball for 
the Indiana Trailblazers.

“I was introduced to travel 
teams through being asked to play 
for a travel team by the coaches 
that watched me play in leagues. 
My dad played a big 
role in the process,” said 
Busick.

A big advantage for 
those who are on travel 
teams, is that they are 
able to play in different 
locations and facilities. 
Busick was able to visit 
multiple cities and experience 
things he would not have been able 
to otherwise.

“My all time favorite memory 
from all of my years playing travel 
is when my team traveled to 
Tennessee for the Travel Baseball 
World Series when I was eleven. It 
was such a great experience,” said 
Busick.

Busick has been playing on 
travel baseball teams for seven 
years and loves being in the game. 
It is a big part of his life, and he has 
hopes to further his baseball career 
beyond high school.

“I prefer travel baseball over 
a school team because I enjoy 
meeting new people from around 
the country. I also like having the 
opportunity to play in front of 
college coaches; you never know 
who could be watching you. College 
coaches look for good attitudes and 
hustle, not just talent,” said Busick. 

Like Busick, Stroud has been 

playing volleyball since she was 
young. As years go on, her love for 
her game only grows.

“My main goal is to improve. 
Working on technique and skills 
will always lead to a win. I love 
travel volleyball because I get 
something out of each 
practice and game we 
play,” said Stroud.

Stroud has played 
on the Hoosierland 
Elite Volleyball team in 
Bloomington, Indiana for 
four years. 

“I love meeting new 
people with the same passion. It is 
also very fun to play against teams 
at different levels,” said Stroud. 

This past season, Stroud and her 
team traveled to tournaments in 
Indianapolis, Louisville, Chicago, St. 
Louis and Orlando for the Amateur 
Athletic Union (AAU) Junior 
Volleyball Nationals. Stroud enjoyed 
playing in Orlando the most, despite 
it being the last tournament of the 
season.

“My favorite memory is from 
Nationals in Orlando in June 2018. 
The day before our first game of the 
tournament, the whole team met up 
at our teammate’s house they own. 
We had dinner, played games and 
talked about our plans for the next 
five days. It was our last bonding 
activity before we played our last 
games,” said Stroud. 

Students participate in sports 
for a variety of reasons, but many 
play because they love 
the game. Getting better 
is a goal they focus on 
year round. With a 
variety of coaches and 
new perspectives, these 
athletes will accomplish 
great things. 

On The Road: 

7SPORTSEDITED BY JACKLYN CREWS

Busick

Stroud

Gracie 
Walls

Story by
freshman

Kaden 
Lewellyn

Story by
Junior

Bladen Patton supports his team from the sidelines. Photo by Emma McCrary 

Athletes Take Talents Off 
Campus; Develop Skills

THE SUPERBURGER

600 W. Main St. Paoli • Follow us on Facebook!
Sun - Thurs 11-8, Fri - Sat 11-9 723-4445
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School’s in Session 

Every new school year comes with 
new changes and new faces. After 
parting ways with several teachers 
last year, it was important to find 
people to take their places. Six new 
teachers have been added to the staff 
at PHS. Along with the new people, 

there are four new classes, including 
journalism with Heather Nichols, 
CCR math bridge with Cindy Stout, 
girls only welding with Doug Elliott 
and girls only auto tech with Ronnie 
Hopper. 
Infographic by Rebekah Reeves  
Photos by Maddy McDonald

PAOLI

Three facts:
• Attended nine different schools before graduating from high school  • Is a second cousin to the wrestler and actor Batista 

• Collects rocks 

How have first few weeks at PHS gone?“My first few weeks at PHS have been busy! The days go by fast, and there isn’t enough time in the day. I’ve learned that I need to work on taking attendance better. Wish me luck.”

Jessica MathenyResource Teacher

Teaching stats:She has taught for one year at Eastern High School and eight years at Paoli. She has worked in her current position for three years and then moved to Throop as the K-2 resource inclusion teacher for three years.  

Caitlyn 
Cornwell-Menchaca

Study Hall
How have the first 
few weeks at PHS 
gone?
“So far, everyone has 
been very friendly and 
welcomed me with 
open arms.”

BJ Crowder
Choir Instructor How have first few 

weeks at PHS gone?

“My first few weeks 

have been crazy busy! 

Adjusting to a different 

age group of students 

has been a challenge, 

but I am really enjoying 

it. I learned that we have 

some really talented 

singers at PHS!”

Teaching stats:
She worked at Throop 
as a teacher’s aide for 
the past four years. 

Three facts:
• Drives a school bus
• Married her high 
school sweetheart
• Rode the same bus 
as Lucas Satchwill in 
elementary school

Teaching stats: 

This is his eleventh 

year of teaching. 

Prior to PHS, he 

taught elementary 

music at Throop. 

Three facts: 

• Has performed or 

sang in 12 different 

states
• Is a foster parent

• Loves pickles 

Welcome to

Rachel Miller
English 9

Aaron Key
Algebra I

Teaching stats: 
She taught 7 and 9-12 
grade English at Moore 
Traditional School in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
She also taught senior 
writing, ACT prep 
and AP literature and 
composition.

Three facts:
• Has a big, hairy dog 
named Ace
• Favorite place is the 
ocean-- boat or beach
• Doesn’t like 
Shakespeare even 
though she’s an English 
teacher

How have first few 
weeks at PHS gone?
“I have learned how to 
use a myriad of Google 
apps and sites. My prior 
Google experience was 
limited to Gmail, but I am 
learning quickly. Stacie 
Durbin, Heather Nichols 
and my students have all 
been excellent teachers.” 

Teaching stats:

He taught at West 

Washington for one 

year prior to PHS. He 

taught all subjects, 

math, science, 

history, English and 

language arts.

Three facts:
• Plays the drums, 

piano, guitar and 

sings
• Hunting is a 

passion of his

• Raises registered 

Hereford cows

How have first few 

weeks at PHS gone?

“They are going 

great! I’m loving 

every minute of it! 

I’ve learned that the 

high school math 

department here 

rules!”
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Most people wouldn’t consider 
competitive horse-jumping a 
normal activity, but for sophomore 
Abigail Brinegar, it is. Brinegar has 
been jumping horses competitively 
for five years, but horses have 
always been a part of her life. 

“I have always loved horses 
and riding, so I have just been 
pursuing my passion ever since. 
I love the adrenaline, and I love 
the bond you get to create with 
your teammates and horses,” said 
Brinegar. 

Brinegar rides as a part of 
Maelstrom Farm and Region 5. 
Regions are similar to divisions. 
This activity includes a lot more 

traveling and funds than most 
other activities. Altogether, 
participating costs about one 
thousand dollars. 

Expenses include $50 for each 
practice, which she has once 
or twice a week. Four hundred 
dollars go toward show expenses, 
including fees for coaching, stables, 
rider entry, horse entry and 
division entry. Another expense 
is your apparel, which includes 
boots, socks, breeches, a show 
shirt, a show coat, stock pins, a hair 
net, a helmet and gloves.  

Riders are judged on different 
body positions while riding in a 
competition, including upper body, 
their seat, leg position and how 
they hold their hands and arms. 

They are also judged on their 
appearance, how natural they 
look while they ride, interactions 
between the rider and their horse, 
the horse itself, versatility and 
their release.

If the riders place sixth, they 
get one point, and the points go 
up by one for each place. If a rider 
gets 18 points in five shows, they 
qualify for regionals. 

When Brinegar first gets to 
practice, she makes sure to be 
there 30 minutes in advance to 
tack up, distribute horses and 
stretch them out. One by one, the 
riders are critiqued by their coach 
on what they are doing wrong 
and how they can fix it. The riders 
practice a walk, trot, canter, leg 
yield, bending and shoulder-in. The 
second half is focused on jumping, 

and riders have a set course they 
will go through. 

At competitions, Brinegar 
has no way of knowing what 
the course is going to look like. 
Brinegar will look at a piece of 
paper the day of the show with the 
pattern, then go on and show. No 
two courses are the same.

“You use about seven packs of 
hand warmers and toe warmers in 
one show day because season takes 
place in winter, and we sit in an 
unheated barn for 13 hours,” said 

Brinegar.
Brinegar has won four IEA 

competitions and multiple 
competitions on and off the farm. 
Brinegar would like 
to see her future be 
related to horses. 

Brinegar believes 
anyone can get 
involved, and she 
advises people not to be 
scared to get involved.

A Summer 
in the Saddle
Sophomore’s Love of Horses Leading Future

Brinegar and her horse jump over 
hurdles at a competition. Courtesy 
Photo

Faith 
Wilder

Story by
sophomore

Brinegar waits with her horse while waiting at a competition. Courtesy Photos
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As a teenager in today’s society, binge 
watching Netflix movies and television shows 
are a getaway from the stress and reality of life. 
Over this past year or so, I have accumulated 
many recommendations from Netflix; one of 
which happened to be the well known movie To 
All the Boys I’ve Loved Before. 

The movie, based on the youth adult 
novel with the same name by 
Jenny Han, focuses on Lara 
Jean, played by Lana Condor. 
Throughout her childhood, 
she developed crushes on five 
guys to whom she wrote letters to but never 
sent. To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before starts 
when someone finds where Lara Jean hides the 
letters and sends them to all the boys she has 
“loved before.” 

The Netflix original captures a really 
awkward love in the beginning between Lara 
Jean and Peter Kavinsky (Noah Centineo), 
her latest crush. You can tell by the way the 
two bond, after Peter’s girlfriend has a rude 
confrontation with Lara Jean, that they have 
the same chemistry of any other romantic 

movie. 
To me, the most memorable moment was 

during the climax of the movie. There was a 
lot of character development, and secrets were 
revealed between the two. The way the director 
was able to convey the emotion behind Lara 
Jean and Peter touched my heart.

While I loved To All the Boys I’ve Loved 
Before, I wish they would have 
made Lara Jean’s character less 
awkward and oblivious. She was 
portrayed very well by Condor, 
but I feel as though she was over 

exaggerating who she felt Lara Jean’s character 
really was. There were moments where her 
personality fit into the situation; 
however, more often than not, she 
was too ignorant to understand the 
situation.

Overall, I would recommend this 
movie to anyone who is looking for a 
good rom-com. It was funny and had 
moments that tugged at your heart. It 
was a wonderful movie, and I cannot 
wait to watch it for the third time. 

Block Loves To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before

Kinley 
Block

Story by
junior

Q: If two vegans are fighting, 
is it still considered beef?

Emma: Vegans never fight; 
they’re too weak from lack of 
protein.

Q: Are PopTarts a form of 
ravioli?
Emma: No, you weirdo.

Q: If a tree falls in the 
middle of the woods, does it 
make a sound?
Emma: The answer may never 
be known.

Q: Should you do things the 
right way or should you do 
things right?
Emma: What’s the fun in 
that? Why do everything 
right when you can do 
everything wrong?

Q: At a movie theatre, how 
do you know which arm rest 
is yours?
Emma: Trick question, you 
take both.

Q: What’s another word for 
thesaurus?
Emma: Dinosaur. 

Q: If you drop soap on the 
floor, is the floor clean or is 
the soap dirty?
Emma: Ew. Wash them both.

Q: If you’re good at 
everything, are you good at 
nothing?
Emma: No. I would know. 

Q: Finally, is water wet?
Emma: No, is air dry? 

Each issue, we will introduce you to a very important person you 
should get to know. This issue, we are talking to senior Student 
Council President Emma Osborn.

Infographic by Rebekah Reeves • Photo by Mahalia Taylor

WE REVIEW

Art Courtesy Netflix

MEET the VIP

“The Netflix original 
captures a really 
awkward love...”
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Amelia Hess
Lindsay Morasch

Haley Owens
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Rachel Umpleby

The Paoli School Board recently 
adopted a Suicide Prevention Policy 
to prevent suicide among students. 
The policy, introduced by newly hired 
Superintendent Greg Walker, focuses 
on the importance of safety for all 
students, both in and outside of 
school. 

The policy focuses on 
students and how the 
staff can help put 
a stop to student 
deaths. According 
to the new 
policy, all 
staff will be 
trained on how to 
react in a situation 
where a student’s life 
is in danger and how to 
focus in on students who 
are especially at risk, such 
as Native Americans and LGBT 
youth. 

Our Paolite staff believes the School 
Board and Walker are implementing 
a clearly defined policy that can only 
help to support the student body. 

Many Paolite staff members have 

mentioned that multiple teachers care 
about their students and want us 

to succeed and be happy and 
that they believe teachers 

will do their best to 
enforce the new policy. 

Our staff is 
afraid, however, 

that the policy 
will not change 

anything. A 
student may 

be good at hiding 
what they are feeling 

and may not show any 
warning signs that they 

are contemplating taking 
their life. Regarding the closer 

attention to LGBT youth, our 
staff believes this is a hard thing 

to identify, considering a teacher or 
administrator would not know if a 
student is LGBT unless they are openly 
out.

Our staff as a whole is looking 
forward to the implementation of the 
new policy. We hope to see the PHS staff 
follow through with their training and 
see student safety at PHS increase.

Board’s Policy Addresses Sensitive Issue 
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The Paolite is the official publication 
of Paoli High School, published by 

journalism department, ten times each 
school year. This publication is a limited 
forum. Contributions from outside the 

staff will be considered, but the student 
editors and the adviser make the final 
content decisions. The administration 

does not review this publication prior to 
the press. Unsigned editorials reflect the 
opinion of the staff. The views expressed 

are not necessarily those of adminis-
tration, faculty, adviser or the school 
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from establishments they review. The 
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Paolimedia@paoli.k12.in.us. 

Editors-in-Chief 
Sara Kesterson & Rebekah Reeves

Adviser 
Heather Nichols

Principal 
Chad Johnson

PAOLITE STAFF EDITORIAL

Art by Avery Owens

ALL THE REASONS WHY

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline works to prevent suicide. The 
Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people in 
distress, prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, 
and best practices for professionals.

GET HELP NOW: 1-800-273-TALK

MEDIA DEPARTMENT
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Just like that, I’m an only child. 
He’s moved out and starting his life as an 

actual adult in this world. I watched him work 
hard in school, freak out over missing deadlines 
and apply to college, and now he’s moved away. 

I’m just a sophomore, but all I can think is 
that I’m next. I can’t help but feel stress, anxiety 
and excitement all rolled into one huge ball. 

After seeing what my brother Garrett went 
through to get to where he is, I’m terrified. 

My fears cause me to tear myself down at 
any chance I get. I’ll never make it.

I tell myself I’m not smart enough for 
scholarships, I’m not outgoing enough for 
college and I’m just not good enough. 

I’m 16 years old, and the curve ball of reality 
has hit, hard. 

I make light out of my struggles with jokes 
and make fun of myself, but inside, I’m petrified. 
I magnify all of my flaws as if they are excuses 
for not succeeding. I let a GPA define me (when 
I don’t really know what those small numbers 
mean). 

Then I think back to that worrier of a young 
man who used to live in the room right next to 
mine. 

The guy who would pace back and forth any 
time he had an important test, yet ended up fifth 
in his class.

The same boy whose broken collarbone 
ruined many games, yet he came back and 
played his senior year on the football and 
basketball teams like he never skipped a beat. 

This same man who forgot to get his college 
vaccines on the correct date but somehow 
figured it all out and is now thriving at IU. 
I mean, seriously, he is going to major in 
chemistry! 

As it turns out, this whole “bully yourself and 
easily freak out” thing must run in the family. 
Though I saw him go through the nightmare of 
what is high school, I also get to see it all pay off. 

As I write this, I’m coming around to the 
reality that maybe I’m not as bad as I make 
myself out to be. No, I’m not first in my class or 
a brilliant mathematician, but I can easily do 
some algebra. 

Maybe, just maybe, I will succeed and be the 
girl I’ve dreamed of being. 

If you’re reading this and it just 
so happens you bully yourself too, 
remember you are awesome. You are 
not your sibling, or your best friend 
or your parents. You can succeed in 
whatever you want, but you have to 
be the first one to believe it. 

Yeah, I know it’s hard, I’m still 
working on it myself.

Vincent’s Voyage Follows Family Tradition 

13EDITORIALEDITED BY AVERY OWENS

“I’m going to 
college to play 
football, but I also 
plan on getting a 
business license 
and extending that 
to being a welder. I 
see myself working 
for any company 
not in Indiana.”
Senior Michael Campbell

TAKE FIVE “In five years, I 
will be in my first 
year of college, 
hopefully at 
Indiana University, 
Bloomington.”
Eighth grader Laykin Lewellyn 

“I see myself in The 
Herron School of 
Art at IUPUI.”
Freshman Taylor Becht 

Maggie 
Vincent

Story by
Sophomore

“In five years, I see 
myself working in 
welding or with 
cars.”
Junior Sebastian Garner

“In five years, I will 
be in my first year 
of college at IU.”
Eighth grader Adin Monroe

Vincent with her brother Garrett after the 2018 graduation 
ceremony. Courtesy Photo

We asked students to share their five-year 
plan for life ahead.  
Infographic and photos by Mahalia Taylor
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1. The Paoli Rams rally to the ball carrier to make a tackle. 2. The football team chants the school song 
after big win. Photos by Emma McCrary 

1

2

SWEET VICTORY
The county football rivalry 

between the Paoli Rams and the 
Springs Valley Blackhawks 

continued Friday, August 
31, when the Rams beat the 
Blackhawks 34-16. Every year, 
the Rams and Blackhawks get 
together to find out who is on 

top. Both teams brought their 
best, but in the end, the 

Rams became too much 
for the Blackhawks to 

handle.
“Valley played 

their best, and we 
knew they would. 

In the end, the trophy 
is staying where it 

belongs,” said senior Tyson Lawson.
The overall record of the Orange 

Bowl is now 26-32, with Springs 
Valley taking 32 wins and Paoli 
boosting their number to 26. 

With the Rams going 10-1 in 
the past eleven seasons, and three 
consecutive wins, it won’t be 
shocking to see the 
record become even 
in terms of wins and 
losses. 

The Paoli Rams 
retained the Orange 
Bowl Classic trophy, 
as the ongoing saga 
between the  rival 
schools continue.

Jace 
Ingle

Story by
Senior

Rams Bring Home Orange Bowl Win
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3

4

5

6

7 8
3. Rams’ defenders work to shed blocks during the Orange Bowl. 4. The cheer block cheers on the Rams 
during the game. 5. Senior Jarrett Coleman works to make a play against a Blackhawk. 6. The Rams 
offense prepares themselves before the offensive snap. 7. Seniors Tyson Line and Carter Elliott team 
up to find the ball. 8. Junior Zane Anderson attacks the opposing team in the Orange Bowl. Photos by 
Emma McCrary
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When people talk about fifteenth birthdays, 
most pass it off as just another birthday. For 
others, like Veronica Nunez, it is one of the 
biggest moments of their lives. On the morning 
of August 18, Nunez began to prepare for her 
once-in-a-lifetime experience, a quinceañera. A 
quinceañera is a Latino tradition that signifies 
a girl’s transition from childhood to adulthood. 
Her celebration involved a Catholic mass 
followed by a party. 

Nunez’s mother and aunt applied her 
makeup as the first step of the process. Nunez’s 
hair was simple, curled with a gold headpiece. 
Her dress was a large, gold and sparkly ball 
gown, and she had silver and gold heels to 
compliment her dress. 

“It was stressful and exciting at the same 
time because the only thing I wanted was for 
her to be happy,” said Nunez’s mother, Yolanda.

Once she was ready, she met with her court 
of honor outside her house in a limo. The court 
of honor included her close friends, freshmen 
Sawyer Livingston, Kizer Threldkeld, Jonathan 
Garcia, Michael Hannon, Laykin Busick, Hayley 
Taylor, Kylee Charles, Angie Ceja, Taylor Becht 
and Jonica Land, eighth grader Chris Nunez and 
sophomore Levi Nunez. The boys were to wear 
a black tuxedo with a red vest while the girls 
wore red dresses with the same silver and gold 
heels as Nunez. After attending mass, Nunez 
and the court rode in a limo to Spring Mill State 

Park for pictures.
“It was one of the best times I have ever 

experienced, and I’m glad I was able to 
experience that with my closest friends,” said 
Hayley Taylor.

When pictures were over, everyone headed 
to the party, which was held at The Legend of 
French Lick, a venue on former NBA player 
Larry Bird’s property. Nunez had a Hollywood 
themed party with red and gold decorations. 
Pictures of Nunez were placed throughout the 
building. There was one large cake and twenty 
small cakes decorated with pictures of her. 

After the court of honor and Nunez made 
their grand entrance, Nunez was ready for one 
of the most important parts of the quinceañera, 
receiving family gifts. 

Her godparents and grandmother gave her 
earrings, a necklace and a ring to symbolize 
their appreciation and love. Nunez’s brothers 
changed her heels to symbolize her change 
from a child to an adult. Her mother placed a 
crown on her head, to represent the princess of 
the family and her love for her mother. From 
her father, she was given a doll to symbolize 
her final childhood gift.

After she received her gifts, the men of the 
family took turns slow dancing with her.

The food consisted of both authentic 
Mexican and American food, cooked by family 

and friends. When everyone finished eating, 
Nunez and her court danced to “Photograph” 
by Ed Sheeran, which had been choreographed 
by Carrie Becht. When the dance was over, 
her court left the floor and the father-daughter 
dance began. 

While Nunez and her father were dancing, 
the court had planned a secret dance to 
surprise her. The court rehearsed for weeks 
before the quinceañera and put a lot of hard 
work into learning and perfecting their dance 
routines. When it was finally time for them to 
dance, they walked out in matching “Quince 
Squad” shirts. They danced to a variety of 
songs, including “Perfect” by Ed Sheeran, 
“Wake Me Up” by Avicii, “God’s Plan” by Drake 
and “Dura” by Daddy Yankee. When the court 
finished dancing, the dance floor opened up for 
everyone to go out and dance. 

“My favorite part of my quinceañera was 
dancing and having fun with my friends and 
family. I also enjoyed the 
father-daughter dance,” 
said Nunez.

Nunez’s quinceañera 
ended with a video put 
together by professional 
photographers. Memories 
made from that night will 
last for a lifetime.
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Quinceañera marks rite of passage for Nunez

Michael 
Hannon

Story by
freshman

Angie 
Ceja

Story by
freshman

The court, from left: Hayley Taylor, Johnathan Garcia, Sawyer Livingston, Kylee Charles, Taylor Becht, Chris Nunez, Veronica Nunez, 
Angie Ceja, Jonica Land, Michael Hannon, Kizer Threlkeld, Levi Cadillo and Laykin Busick. Courtesy Photo

The court poses for a photo before surprising Nunez with a 
dance. Courtesy Photo  
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