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KEEPING THE CORE

Guidance counselor 
Brandi Kerley will 

be hosting a FAFSA 
workshop on Monday, 

November 19. Students 
and parents can 

come anytime from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. The 

workshop will be held 
in the PHS computer 
lab. Information on 

what to bring has been 
emailed to seniors. Any 
questions contact the 
guidance department.

FAFSA Workshop 

Holiday Fun
PTO will be hosting 

a Holiday Bazaar 
Saturday, December 1, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the main gymnasium. 
Pictures with Santa, 

local handmade sales 
vendors and other 

activity stations for kids 
will be included.   

Students who wish to 
change their schedules 

for second semester 
need to pick up a 

schedule change form 
in the guidance office. 
Forms must be turned 
in by January 4, 2019.

Schedule Changes

LET’S PASS
THE FRIES

PHS students came 
back from fall break to 
find changes to the lunch 
menu. The most notable 
adjustment was a change to 
the amount of French fries 
served throughout the week. 

Jennifer Ress-Henry, 
a representative from the 
Indiana Department of 
Education (IDOE), more 
specifically the National 
School Lunch Program 
(NSLP), visited PHS the 
Friday before fall break to 
look over the kind of foods 
our cafeteria were serving 
to students and staff. Ress-
Henry came because of 

a request made by the 
cafeteria staff to make sure 
they were hitting all of the 
criteria when it came to our 
menus.

“We wanted to make 
sure we were doing our 
menus right. This is new to 
us, and we needed help. She 
was very helpful,” said head 
cook Donna Wilder. 

The Healthy Hunger-
Free Act of 2010 authorizes 
funding and sets policies 
for the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) core nutrition 
programs. This legislation 
houses many programs, 

[Continued on Page 16]

Changing State Nutrition Rules 
Impacts Student Lunch Options

Photo by Maddy McDonald

Congrats to 
the football 

team 
on their 

Sectional 
victory.
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This year, PHS introduced a new final exam 
policy to the students. The policy was originally 
developed in speech teacher Carol Fullington’s 
speech class. The students wrote a proposal to 
change the attendance policy and offer possible 
incentives for those who met the requirements. 

“As a class, we wanted to rewrite the 
attendance policy to clarify some of the 
scenarios that were not covered in the old 
student handbook. We also suggested the 
incentive program to reward students who 
attend school regularly,” said Fullington.

Principal Chad Johnson and Assistant 
Principal Fred Unsicker were extremely 
interested in the policy. After consideration, the 
two collaborated and presented the policy to the 
School Board, who approved.    

The 2018-2019 Student Handbook reads, 
“Students who have missed two or less days 
(defined as days either Professionally Excused, 
Absent Unexcused or Absent Excused by Parent) 
in a class period and have earned at least 85% in 
the semester have the opportunity to forgo the 
final examination in that specific class period.” 

There are some exceptions to this new 
policy. The Handbook also reads, “Students 
enrolled in dual credit courses or AP courses 
are still required to participate in the final 
examination in that course, final musical 
performances are still required in band or 
choir, etc. Each teacher will count final exams 

as 14% of the semester overall grade.”
The only student absences that will not 

count towards the two day incentive program 
are missing school to attend a field trip or an 
absence that is administratively excused. For 
example, a student working polls on election 
day would be administratively excused. The 
following absences are excused absences but 
count towards the final exam incentive policy:
•Bereavement or funeral for the death of an 
immediate or household family member
•Prearranged or approved college visit verified by 
admissions staff
•Prearranged or approved job shadow or work 
experience verified by management staff
•Personal illness verified by a physician  
•Legal business verified by legal counsel, judge, 
probation or DCS
•Any other absence covered under Indiana Code 
20-33-2

“The purpose of the policy was to help 
improve our attendance as a school and to give 
the students an incentive to both try a little 
bit harder in their classes and to be at school 
more,” said Unsicker. 

With this being said, what is going to happen 
to those students who do not have to participate 
in taking the final exam?

The student’s final exam will be excused 
and, therefore, will not count for or against 
them. The student’s final grade will be their 

grade at the end of the coursework, not 
including the final. 

Students who believe taking the final exam 
may improve their overall grade are allowed 
to have the option, but if the student chooses 
to take the final, the grade will be recorded in 
the gradebook. Students do not get to decide 
whether or not the teacher puts the final exam 
grade in the gradebook. In many cases, what 
the teacher does is going to be left up to their 
discretion. 

At the end of each semester, Attendance 
Secretary Kim Bostock and Unsicker will 
compile a list of the students eligible to opt out 
of the final exam. Each teacher is also going to 
be responsible for creating a list of their own to 
double check the work of Bostock and Unsicker. 
The student should also know if they are going 
to be eligible to opt out of taking the final exam 
as well.   

“As an administration, we hope to 
accomplish both increased academic 
performance and increased 
attendance. The ultimate goal is to 
have our students present 98% of the 
time. Currently, our attendance is a 
little above 96% as a school. We also 
want to reward our students who 
perform well in their classes and 
are here at school all the time,” said 
Unsicker.

Are You Exempt from Exams?
Student Attendance to Impact the Final Exam Schedule for Some Students 

Madison 
Street

Story by
senior

BMT is proud to support 

the students of PHS!
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The art department is 
completing their tile project 
for the second year. Almost 50 
tiles have been sold in the last 
two years. Ceiling tiles cost $20 
each, and teachers request a 
certain art student to design 
their tile.

“We do this project to bring 
a little artwork and creativity 
to our teacher’s classrooms 
but to also raise a little money 
for some extra stuff in the art 

room,” said art teacher Chris 
Jones. 

The art department raised 
over $600 last year to buy art 
supplies and new equipment 
for the art room due to the 
success of the project. Last 
year, the money was used to 
buy a digital drawing monitor 
for the art room. This year, 
they are planning to use the 
money to buy materials to 
build cabinets for students 

to store their bags in when 
they come to art class. 

“Last year, we were 
able to purchase a digital 
drawing monitor that 
allows our kids to work with 
various digital art tools.  
The cabinets we will build 
this year will help cut down 
on a lot of the art room 

clutter from backpacks and 
Chromebook bags and open up 
our work space,” said Jones.  

Junior Kaden Lewellyn 
has participated in ceiling tile 
project both years. Last year, 

she completed a volleyball 
ceiling tile for former math 
teacher Alicia Clark, and this 
year, she is making a tile for 
math teacher Kassi Harkness, 
which will be volleyball 
related as well. 

“I personally like this 
project. Last year, I did Alicia 
Clark’s ceiling tile. It is really 
cool to get to design something 
for someone you are close to, 
and it makes it exciting. I am 
excited to start on the ceiling 
tile for Mrs. Harkness,” said 
Lewellyn. 

Jones appreciates the 
success and creativity the 
students are putting into this 
project. 

“It was a 
positive and fun 
project I know our 
kids enjoyed, and 
I hope it brought 
a little bit of joy 
and color into our 
classrooms,” said 
Jones.
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Artwork from Above
Tile Project Returns to Decorate Class Ceilings

Sophomore Samantha Shields paints the ceiling tile for resouce teacher Jessica Matheny. Photo by Maddy McDonald

Lili 
Seals

Story by
sophomore

Athletic Director Darek Newkirk 
requested a tile in his office to be a 
painting of his father, Darrell Newkirk, 
from his first year teaching and his 
own photo from his first year teaching. 
Newkirk’s tile was created by Paige Gehl. 

The art department created 
numerous tiles, here are 
a few samples of the work 
showcased around the 
school. 1. Shelby Key’s tile 
designed for English teach-
er Rachel Miller. 2. Brycen 
Long’s tile designed for art 
teacher Chris Jones. 3. Tyson 
Line’s tile designed for social 
studies teacher Neil Dittmer. 
4. Abigail Brinegar’s tile 
designed for media teacher 
Heather Nichols. 5. Tori Tuell’s 
tile designed for junior high 
social studies teacher Amy 
Tuell. Courtesy Photos

1 2

3

4

5
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The fall season has come, and 
sales in stores across the country 
have begun. Stores are beginning 
to advertise lower price options to 
entice customers to buy from them. 
Some consumers make the mistake 
of impulsive buying. The best way 
to avoid this thought process is to 
simply make a list of the things you 
know you would like to get and 
things you may want to spend a 
few extra dollars on.   

Having a general idea of what 
you are going to be shopping for 
can tremendously help the burning 
hole in your pocket on Black 
Friday.

There are numerous tips for 
Black Friday shopping, whether or 
not it is online. The most important 
thing to remember when shopping 

is to always consider the use of 
what you are buying. If you know 
the item or object you are buying 
will not be used in the next month, 
resist the temptation of the sale 
and put it back where you found 
it. Chances are, you may not even 
need it within a month. A major 
benefit from this is that you will 
not only have saved money but you 
have also given yourself a chance 
to find something else within your 
budget. 

When going inside a store 
that has sales going on, be sure to 
know the sizes you wear in their 
merchandise. Once the sales begin, 
there is a lot of chaos throughout 
the store. Sometimes, you may be 
looking at an item but someone 
else grabs it before you can make 

sure it is your size. Always know 
your sizes and the items you are 
looking for before you go in so you 
can get in and out of the store as 
quickly as possible. 

The best thing you can do when 
you go Black Friday shopping is 
research beforehand. If you have 
several stores you would like to buy 
from, use the store’s app to check 
out what is on sale for Black Friday. 
The store can send you emails 
when items you like go on sale. 
Walmart, for example, has a really 
good app for anyone who wants 
to check if items are in stock or to 
check their price. Walmart may not 
be your fashion choice, but video 
games, kitchenware, furniture and 
other items can be marked down to 
a really affordable and low price. 

If you are like most people, you 
will probably show up extra early 
to get in line for items you would 
like to purchase. At Walmart, the 
doors open at a specific time for 
customers to come in and get in 
line before the sales go on. The 
store becomes a crowded chaos, 
but no one is allowed to grab 
anything from the bins or the 
shelves. This allows everyone to get 
a chance to look at what 
is being offered on sale. 
Always take advantage 
of the time before the 
sales begin so you 
can be one of the first 
people to grab the items 
you want. Kinley 

Block

Story by
junior

Kohl’s: It is free for all users. 
Take an additional 15% off 
with the coupon provided on 
the online store and in-app. 
The app provides pages of 
their deals with more ways to 
not burn a huge hole in your 
pocket.

Dick’s Sporting Goods: 
It is free for both users and 
provides a Holiday Deals page 
for everything on sale for Black 
Friday. You can find shoes, 
hunting deals and clothing with 
30% off team or fan wear. The 
app gives the percentage deal 
of what is showcased. 

TJ Maxx: It is free for both 
users and has a holiday page 
for all deals. Although the store 
is already cheaper than most 
stores, the app shows their 
deals for men, women, children 
and home goods. Free shipping 
is available on orders at $89 or 
more using a code. 

American Eagle 
Outfitters: It is free for both 
users and offers 20% off for 
shopping online or in the app. 
It provides very easy access to 
find what you are looking for. 

Walmart: It is free for both 
Apple and Android users, it 
offers in-store payment options 
and you can easily search items 
you would like to find. If you 
search “Black Friday,” you can 
very quickly find items that will 
be on sale.

Amazon: It is free for both 
users. Become a Prime member 
for faster shipping and other 
deals. Allows easy access to 
what you are looking for, but be 
aware that Amazon is a widely 
used company and items may 
go out of stock. Early Black 
Friday deals are available. 

APPS 
to 

SHOP
Black Friday can be a 
stressful time to shop 
for yourself or others. 
Companies like to do 
everything they can 
to make a customer’s 
service better, including 
creating apps. Here are 
some companies that 
have apps which benefit 
their shoppers. 

Black Friday Shopping Ahead

Infographic by Kinley Block 
and River Fleming
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College visits are one of the 
many opportunities students can 
take advantage of in order to find 
the school that will best suit them. 
However, certain steps have to 
be taken before campuses can be 
toured.

First and foremost, a college 
needs to be chosen. Students 
should choose colleges they 
believe will help them succeed and 
accomplish their goals. Consider 
majors, clubs and organizations 
offered at each school. Different 
schools offer different possibilities.

The initial step in actually 
planning a college visit is 
contacting the admissions office 
or visiting their website to see 
available dates to visit. Because of 
special events hosted on campus 
for prospective students, some 
dates offer more activities than 
others.

“They have certain dates where 
they can do a lot with you, such as 
a campus tour and question and 
answer sessions,” said Guidance 
Counselor Brandi Kerley.

Once tour dates are set, they 
need to be approved by the high 
school administration. Then, 
students will receive a form that 
proves their attendance on campus 
the day of their tours. According 
to the Student Handbook, college 
visits are professionally excused 
absences but must be pre-
arranged and approved by the 
administration at least five days 
in advance. Two approved college 
visits are allowed each year. 

Different types of colleges 
should be visited so students can 
get the full experience of each kind 
and figure out which fits them the 
most. These different types can 
include big and small schools as 

well as public and private schools.
“Actually getting your feet 

on the ground and visiting the 
campus in person is best way to 
tell where you want to be,” said 
Kerley.

Students can visit colleges as 
early in their high school career 
as they prefer. Some students take 
them freshman or sophomore 
year while others wait until they 
are upperclassmen. Waiting until 
senior year is not always a bad 
idea, but it is safest 
to start touring early. 
College visits are one 
of the main factors 
in deciding where to 
attend college, so they 
should be utilized to the 
best of each student’s 
ability. 

Campus Trips Decide Futures

Masden 
Embry

Story by
eighth grader

PRIDE 
TAKES 
THIRD 
AT STATE

Junior Jalyn Engleking poses with the Saluki 
mascot during her college visit to the University 
of Southern Illinois. Courtesy Photo

Congratulations to the 
Pride of Paoli for their 
third place win at 
State. The finals took 
place on November 3 
at Lucas Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis. 
Photos courtesy Casey Wilcox

Senior members of the Pride pose with director Ben Werne after their performance. From left: 
Jillian Keen, Brianna Ward, Werne, Zach King, Maggie McGowen and Isaiah Jones. 

(Above Left) Sophomores 
Shawna Phegley and Melanie 
Anderson pose during the 
State performance. (Above) 
Junior Hunter Roach plays his 
solo. (Below) McGowen poses 
on the big screen after the 
performance. 

Students ramping up college visits this fall
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Jace 
Ingle

Story by
senior

New Squad, New Spirit
Winter sports are upon us, and 

the athletes are not the only ones 
making a transition from fall to 
winter sports; the cheer squad is 
right along with them. 

Moving from football to 
basketball, the varsity squad has 
added eight girls for a total of 13 
winter sports cheerleaders. The 
squad includes freshman Ellie 
Hall, sophomores Libby Padgett, 
Abigail Brinegar, Lauryn Beaty and 
Lili Seals, juniors Avrey Richards 
and Maddie DeCarlo, and seniors 
Lindsay Morasch, Mahalia Taylor, 
Joni Blackburn, Addie Wolfe, 
Gracie Wolfe and Sara Kesterson. 

“I think our football squad 
proved that though they were 
little, they were loud and excellent 
cheerleaders. Adding all these new 
girls at this point in the season 

will just give us more options for 
stunting and allow us to cover the 
crowd better,” said cheer coach 
Heather Nichols.

The new squad has many new 
stunts to showcase this upcoming 
season. 

“We had a practice on a 
Saturday and were able to do the 
kind of stunts most squads spend 
an entire season learning how to 
do. We have set our own bar very 
high, and with all our 
tumblers, we have 
the potential to be an 
amazing squad,” said 
Nichols. 

The girls are very 
determined and excited 
to be cheering on the 
winter sports teams in 
the upcoming season. 

“I am very excited to see where 
these girls take this season. They 
will absolutely determine what 
kind of squad they become; I 
just am along for the show,” said 
Nichols. 

Maggie 
Vincent

Story by
sophomore

The Indiana High School Athletic Association 
is the arbiter of athletic competition among 
private and public high schools in the state of 
Indiana. Also known as IHSAA, the organization 
monitors schools across the state to ensure 
sportsmanship, fair competition and eligibility 
standards are maintained. 

The IHSAA is in charge of making several 
executive decisions; however, a topic that IHSAA 
avoids is regulations regarding suspensions 
and details due to illegal behavior from student 
athletes. The types of behavior by student 
athletes includes using drugs, alcohol or 
otherwise breaking the law. 

Rather than the IHSAA getting involved 
directly, individual schools are given the power 
to determine suspensions or other punishments 
due to illegal behavior. 

Most of the time, the school gives the coaches 
the task of deciding a punishment for their 
players. However, deciding a proper punishment 
for a misbehaving athlete is definitely a task 
which comes with a considerable amount of 
thought. With no rules from the IHSAA, coaches 

have the choice to create their own. 
Head boys basketball coach Dusty Cole 

realizes that a set of rules regarding the illegal 
behavior of student athletes is nonexistent; 
therefore, he has prepared himself for when he 
is faced with this type of situation.

“My original set of rules and expectations 
came from a successful coach I once had that 
I feel was very disciplined and fair. Over the 
years, my coaching staff and I have modified 
these guidelines to keep them as fair and 
disciplined as possible,” said Cole.

Head football coach Jeremy Lowery has 
had his experiences in deciding appropriate 
punishments for players who have misbehaved 
or broken a rule.

“There is a code of conduct provided by the 
school that we must follow, and I try to base part 
of my decisions off that,” said Lowery.

Cole also realizes every student and situation 
is different. With a standard set of guidelines, 
it would force every student to be punished 
indifferently, regardless of the degree of their 
actions. Lowery also knows that every athlete’s 

situation is unique, making him evaluate his 
decision thoroughly before his final verdict.

“It is difficult to provide a standard set of 
rules because every kid and every situation is 
different. Not every person is the same, and we 
shouldn’t treat them like they are. All we can do 
is look at the situation at hand and provide the 
most fair and reasonable punishment for that 
particular situation,” said Lowery.

Without the IHSAA providing a regulatory 
set of guidelines for all schools in the state, 
schools must abide by their own code of 
conduct and decide punishments when the 
issues arise. However, many feel this method of 
choosing a punishment is unfair, considering 
the consequences for one athlete in a 
sport can be drastically different for 
an athlete in another. 

All the school can do is provide a 
punishment favorable to all parties 
based on their own discretion and 
hope the IHSAA eventually provides 
the guidelines for the punishment of 
athletes due to illegal behavior.

Penalty for Improper Behavior Missing from IHSAA

(Far left) Senior Gracie 
Wolfe flies during a 
recent Lady Rams game. 
Wolfe is one of eight 
new cheerleaders who 
joined the cheer squad 
after football season. 
Basing Wolfe from left: 
sophomores Libby 
Padgett, Lili Seals and 
Abby Brinegar. (Left) 
Junior Avrey Richards 
smiles during a cheer. 
(Above) Senior Mahalia 
Taylor strikes a pose.  
Photos by Audrie Hardin

Basketball Season Debuts 
New Varsity Cheer Squad
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Football 
Varsity
10/26 Sectional (Game 2)  
vs. Mitchell W 42-16
11/02 Sectional (Final)  
vs. Providence W 21-17
11/09 Regional @ Southridge L 35-42

Girls Basketball
Varsity/JV
11/03 Southridge JV W 31-10; V W 
39-30
11/08 Dubois JV W 44-26; V W
11/10 Brownstown JV W 35-34; V L
11/13 Corydon JV W 38-35; V L 27-40 

Junior High Girls
11/12 @ Barr-Reeve  
7th L 14-15; 8th W 43-11

Boys Basketball
Junior High
11/13 NE Dubois  
7th W 32-29; 8th W 52-39

Varsity/JV
Season begins:
11/17 Clarksville

Wrestling 
Season begins: 
11/27 Providence

THE SUPERBURGER

600 W. Main St. 
OPEN

Sun- Thurs 11-8, 
Fri- Sat 11-9

723-4445
Follow us on 

Facebook!

THE SCORE

Photo by Maggie Vincent

Congratulations 
RAMS on your 

Sectional 
Championship!

The Games in November...
On November 9, the Rams 
traveled to Southridge 
High School to face the 
Raiders for the Regional 
Championship. The team 
came up short 35-42, but 
finished the season with 
amazing memories and 
a season record of 12-1.  
Here are a few images 
from the Regional game.  
1. Senior Timmy Burton 
runs the ball down the 

sideline with the help of 
Senior Charlie Meredith 
2. Senior quarterback 
Tyson Lawson awaits the 
snap from senior Michael 
Campbell.  3. Junior Hobie 
Bobbitt rushes the ball 
for yards down the field. 
4. Senior Dawson Long 
prepares to kick a field 
goal held by sophomore 
Caleb VanMeter.  
Photos by Kinsey McBride

1

2 3

4
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#BuildtheBarn

April 29, 2018: 
Groundbreaking 
and dedication 

ceremony 

May 24, 2018: 
Bidding information 

on barn in

July 24, 2018: 
Concrete poured 
for  flooring and 

foundation

July 26, 2018: 
Hole cut in outer wall 
of agriculture room

August 2, 2018: 
Firewall put in 

place

August 6, 2018: 
Wall forms put in 

place 

August 7, 2018: 
Concrete walls put 

up

August 20, 2018: 
Start of interior 
portion of walls

August 22, 2018: 
Floors finished

August 29, 2018: 
Walls and roof up 

and in place

September 18, 2018: 
Ceiling finished

November 13, 2018: 
Pens and fire alarms 

in, completing the 
barn

July 20, 2018: 
First day of 

construction
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FARM READY
Department Prepares for Next Chapter in Barn

Early last school year, agriculture 
teacher Cory Scott made the decision 
to expand the department further 
than it had been before; they wanted 
to build a barn. 

After years of housing the pigs in 
the greenhouse, Scott set the plan of 
building the barn in motion. Scott, 
along with FFA and his agriculture 
class, created #BuildTheBarn, a 
fundraiser to help them with the 
construction costs. Months and 
months of donations, open houses and 
dinners paid off in the end, leaving 
the program with over $200,000 in 

funds. 
“I’m glad to see we got it finished. 

We have put a lot of time and effort 
into raising the money. I think it 
will be a great learning experience 
for everyone who uses it 
from this point forward,” 
said junior FFA President 
Murphy Laws.  

Currently, the 
agriculture department 
owns six pigs off campus, 
but they hope to bring 
them in by next week. Rebekah 

Reeves

Story by
senior
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For the last couple of weeks, the PHS drama 
department has been rehearsing scenes and 
perfecting their lines for this year’s fall play. 
Last night was their first performance for the 
play. This year, they are putting on two plays, 
30 Reasons Not To Be in a Play, tonight and 
tomorrow. 

 In recent years, the PHS drama department 
has put on a musical in the fall and a play in the 
spring. Due to schedule conflicts this year, the 
drama department is performing two plays in 
the fall and a musical in the spring. Along with 
the change, this play is different from previous 
ones.

Because there are so many roles in the 
play, many actors have to double up on parts. 
In prior years, the plays have had just enough 
actors for each role, with extras behind the 
scenes.

“Most people will be on stage the entire 
time. That takes a different kind of stamina and 
focus than a traditional script structure. Each 
actor plays various roles, so that is different 
from what we usually do as well,” said Drama 
Director Maria Wishart.

There are nineteen people in the cast of 30 

Reasons Not To Be in a Play but about 30 total 
people involved with the production this year. 

In this play, the characters explain to the 
audience why not to be in a high school play. 
Each character gives their own  different, 
humorous reason from their own personal 
experience as to why they believe people 
should not be in a play. 

“At first, I thought, ‘What kind of silly play 
have we gotten ourselves into?’ I still think it’s 
kind of silly, but that isn’t always bad. In this 
case, the play will be lots of fun for the audience 
if the actors play their parts well,” said US 
history teacher Chris Lindley, also performing 
in the show.

The drama department is also hoping to 
perform a play adaption of the well-known 
children’s book, The Velveteen Rabbit, published 
originally in 1922. Audience members will 
experience an emotional journey through time 
as they go through the famous tale. It is a classic 
children’s story in which a stuffed rabbit is 
loved so dearly by the child who owns it that it 
wishes to be alive. Actors will portray stuffed 
animals and toys as the story is told.  

Their next performance for 30 Reasons Not 

To Be in a Play will be tonight and 
tomorrow night in the auditorium, 
starting at 7 p.m. The doors will open 
at 6:30 p.m. both nights. Admission is 
$3 for students and $4 for adults. 

Come support our PHS drama 
department as they perform this 
humorous play.
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30 Reasons to Watch Drama performing first 
of two plays tonight  

Angie 
Ceja

Story by
freshman

Members of the drama club 
run lines for 30 Reasons Not 
To Be in a Play. Pictured from 
left are eighth graders Adin 
Monroe, Kennan Hays and 
Gavin King, junior Summer 
Ford and seventh grader 
Hannah Hammond. Photos by 
Marty Higgins 

Sophomore Manny Fleetwood, King and senior Scott Caruso 
practice a scene. Photos by Kennan Hays
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Sierra Burgess Is A Loser is about how 
a girl, Sierra, gets through high school after 
being bullied. This movie shows pain, sadness, 
happiness and confusion. However, at the end, it 
comes together in a positive way. This movie is a 
great way to explain how some people feel about 
high school and how some have to get through it.

Sierra, played by Shannon Purser, is a victim 
of bullying, and she is not your typical high school 
girl. She focuses more on grades and attendance 
instead of looks and social status. After some 
confusion with Veronica, a popular cheerleader, 
played by Kristine Froseth, Sierra pretends to 
be someone she is not. She does this with hopes 
to gain attention from the football quarterback, 
Jamey, played by Noah Centineo. 

This movie is important because it teaches 
people that looks are not important and people 
can break from being picked on and bullied. Sierra 
Burgess Is A Loser teaches viewers to not hide who 
they are and that bullying others is not okay.

Also, another good factor about the movie is 

it makes the people who are watching it feel like 
they have hope, and that looks are not everything; 
something that greatly affects our society today. 

Sierra Burgess Is A Loser was recently released 
on Netflix. The predominant audience is high 
school students. The movie gives viewers a chance 
to understand their personal worth and realize 
they are not alone in their feelings. 

Despite the positives of Sierra Burgess Is A 
Loser, I was not a fan of how the main characters 
were treated towards the middle of the movie. 
Regardless of it being a key part in the plot of the 
movie, it could still affect some people and how 
they view high school. 

I would definitely recommend 
Sierra Burgess Is A Loser. Everyone can 
learn a valuable lesson from it, and it’s 
aimed at viewers of all ages. I think 
if people take the time to watch the 
movie, they would notice that it’s not 
about your outward appearance, but 
about the beauty inside you. 

11ENTERTAINMENTEDITED BY LEXI STROUD

Q: Why is an alarm clock going “off” when it actually 
turns on? 
Keaton: Cause it’s beep, obviously. 

MEET the VIP

No Loser Here: Only Lessons
WE REVIEW

Q: Is cereal a form of soup?
Keaton: Heck yeah!

Q: Why can’t girls put on mascara with their mouths closed?
Keaton: Open the mouth, open the eyes.

Q: If animals could talk, which would be the rudest? 
Keaton: A peacock because they are cocky. 

Q: Which came first, the chicken or the egg? 
Keaton: The eggplant came first. 

Q: If your five-year-old self was put into your body now, 
what would your five-year-old self do first? 
Keaton: Play Polly Pockets with my boyfriend. 

Q: What’s the meaning of life? 
Keaton: Love. 

Q: If a word was misspelled in the dictionary, how would we know? 
Keaton: Doesn’t matter to me. I don’t know how to spell. 

Q: Why are pizza boxes square when the pizza is round? 
Keaton: To leave room for the peperoncino.

Q: How come rain drops 
but snow falls? 
Keaton: It’s thicker. 

Q: Does pineapple belong on pizza? 
Keaton: Whatever you prefer, baby!

Q: Why is Trix only for kids? 
Keaton: Isn’t it illegal to eat it when 
you turn 13? 

Faith 
Wilder

Story by
sophomore

Corinne 
Magner

Story by
freshman

Each issue, we will introduce you to a very 
important person you should get to know. This 
issue, we are talking to senior basketball player 
Keaton Chastain.
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Up Next: Dress Code? 
Staff Hopes for Changes to More Than Just Fries

This school year, several policy 
changes have been made which impact 
students and faculty in seemingly small, 
but significant ways. Our lunch options 
grew smaller but the chance to skip 
finals created new opportunities and 
incentives to come to school. 

Our Paolite staff understands the 
reasons behind the lunch change, it 
was not a local decision but instead one 
handed down from the state. However, 
other members of our staff 
think the 

policy is unfortunate. We miss fries. 
We hope the cafeteria staff can come 
up with alternatives that meet the state 
rules but still make lunch enjoyable. 

One change that was made could 
potentially be a positive one. 

Early this year, attendance policies 
were also changed.  Students in Carol 
Fullington’s speech class created and 
fixed the outdated attendance policy. 
Currently, a student cannot have more 
than four unexcused absences before the 
administration gets involved. Also, an 

incentive for students who do not 
miss more than two days in 
any period and have an 85% 
or higher in certain classes 

was put in place – skipping 
finals. 

As a staff, we generally agree 
with the changes made. Our staff 
thinks the implementation of the 
incentive was a good idea to get 
more students at school. 

Our Paolite staff believes 
there are additional  things our 
administration should focus on. 
When will the dress code policy 
be updated? Being written up for 
a dress code violation is frustrating 
when it doesn’t seem consistent or 
fair. Hopefully this topic is one that 
can be tackled next. 

Overall, we think the current 
changes are beneficial, and we hope 
more changes that directly benefit our 
student experience are down the road.

PAOLITE STAFF EDITORIAL

Art by Avery Owens
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The Love and Hate of Sports Life
Participating in girls sports is 

not an easy thing to do. A team is a 
group of people you should always 
be able to count on. The other girls 
should always have your back. 

A good team picks one another 
up and always encourages each 
other to succeed. However, some 
girls teams are not teams anymore, 
and this has to change. They tear 
each other down from the inside, 
not encouraging each other and not 
working together. 

Bullying is becoming a problem 
among girls sports teams. Some 
players think they can say or do 
anything to anyone they please. 
This causes the girl being bullied 
to choose between suffering to 
play the game she loves or quitting 
and missing out on a season of 
her favorite sport. It is a difficult 
choice to make when you love the 

game more than anything. Your 
time on the court should be some 
of the greatest moments of your 
life, but when teammates criticize 
everything you 
do and blame 
you for every 
mistake, it makes 
you feel really 
discouraged. 

Cliques can 
also tear the team 
apart; when a 
team has several 
girls who make 
it all about them, 
it takes away from the team as a 
whole. 

A team needs to be one unit with 
an inseparable bond. When the 
team lacks that bond, nothing will 
go right. Girls need to understand 
that you are stronger together than 

as individuals. Team bonding is 
something I believe should be a top 
priority for all teams. Building a 
strong foundation is where every 

team should start 
their season. It 
is easy to pick 
out a few friends 
and stick with 
them, but on a 
team, everyone 
should be your 
friend, even if 
you never talk 
any other time or 
do not like each 

other off the court. Every player 
should walk onto the court and love 
each other and work hard for their 
team. You are not just representing 
yourself, you are representing your 
school and your sports program. 

Girls need to stop making a 

show of themselves by having poor 
attitudes and inappropriate actions. 

Respect for your coaching staff 
is also very important. However, 
respect goes both ways. If you 
respect them, they will respect 
you. Always do what is expected. 
Go above and beyond instead of 
putting in little to no effort. 

Girls, be prepared. You never 
know what could happen. Playing a 
high school sport could be the best 
or the worst time of your life. Play 
as a team, respect each 
other, bond and make 
memories while you 
have the chance. 

No one wants bad 
memories of the game 
they love, so try to get 
along with everyone and 
live in the moment.

Infographic by Ashlyn Bonta

Seventh grader 
Tylynn Taylor 

“I am thankful for 
my friends, family, 
the roof over my 

head and the 
people who support 
me in the activities 

I do.”

Eighth grader 
Austin Music

“I am thankful 
for being with my 

family.”

Junior  
Lauren Rutherford

“I am thankful for 
sleep, pasta and my 

pals.”
Freshman  
Caleb King

“I am thankful for 
football, basketball 
and video games.” 

We asked students to share what they’re thankful for this holiday season.

Sophomore Ben 
Tapp

“I am thankful for 
the great teachers 

at PHS and the 
health of my friends 

and family.”

Kaden 
Lewellyn

Story by
junior

“This causes a girl 
being bullied to choose 

between suffering to 
play the game she loves 
or quitting and missing 
out on a season of her 

favorite sport.” 

“I am thankful for 
football.”

Senior JD Beavers

Let’s Give Thanks
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1. Guest speaker Gunner Kesler 
gives a speech about what Veterans 
Day means to him. 2. Veterans 
Day program coordinator Chris 
Lindley talks about World War I. 3. 
Junior Aron Busick introduces the 
guest speaker. 4. The choir sings In 
Flanders Field. 5. The faculty choir 
sings the National Anthem 6. Band 
director Ben Werne leads the band 
as they play military songs.  7. Junior 
Jalyn Engleking shakes the hand of a 
veteran. All photos by Kinsey McBride

On Monday, November 12, PHS held the annual Veterans Day 
program in honor of those who have served our country, along with the 
recognition of the one hundredth anniversary of the ending of World 
War I. US history teacher Chris Lindley, social studies department chair, 
organizes the program each year. The program began with Student 
Council president Emma Osborn leading the Pledge of Allegiance and 
was followed by the faculty singing the National Anthem. 

Throughout the program, Lindley’s college credit US history class 
read different pieces about WWI, what it means to be a soldier and 
Veterans Day. Gunner Kesler, the guest speaker for this year, 
is a retired weapons officer with the US Navy. Kesler spoke 
on what the military means to him and how Americans 
should honor our veterans. 

The high school and junior high choirs sang In Flanders 
Field, a poem by John McCrae. This poem initiated the 
symbolism behind poppies in relation to those who have 
died in combat. The band played the songs of each branch 
of the military to recognize those who have served. The 
program ended with junior Koby Durbin playing Taps. 

Honoring Heroes

Faith 
Wilder

Story by
sophomore
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but the most popular are the NSLP and the 
School Breakfast Program (SBP). 

The NSLP requires a daily serving of 
fruits and vegetables, more specifically a 
weekly requirement for dark green and red 
or orange vegetables. Legumes, starches, 
“other” vegetables, meat or meat alternatives 
and grains also have to be on a school’s lunch 
menu in one way or another each week.

Sodium count is the main reason why 
French fries can no longer be served every 
day. This is due to the requirement set by 
the NSLP. Schools cannot serve more than 
1,420 milligrams (mg) of sodium per week. 
Previously, students had the option to eat 
up to six ounces of French fries a la carte 
or four ounces with a meal, and now only 
two to three ounces can be served per meal. 
Additionally, cheese is another high sodium 
food which can no longer be served every 
day in order to keep the sodium level below 
1,420 mg a week. Although sodium is the 
most important factor inspected in lunches, 
calories, saturated fats, trans fats and sugar 
are four other categories measured in the 
food served each week. Currently Wilder 
is seeking alternate French fry options that 
will allow the cafe to serve while meeting 
nutrition guidelines. 

In addition to money taken a the register, 
the cafeteria is funded by the The Indiana 
Department School and Community Nutrition 
Programs to the amount approximately 
$240,000 annually. These funds also make 
up for the amount of students who are on 
free and reduced lunches. If our school does 
not follow nutrition guidelines they risk 
future funding from the state. It is already 
challenging for Wilder to put together the 
menu each week, but she is willing 
to work even harder if it is for the 
benefit of all the students. 

“We love this place, and we 
don’t want to see it go downhill. 
We see these kids grow up from 
junior high to high school, and we 
get attached to them. We just want 
them to be happy and healthy,” 
said Wilder.

...Fries
[Continued from Page 1]

Paoli Jr. Sr. High School 
is in the its 50th Anniversary 
at 501 Elm Street. To help 
celebrate this important year 
in PHS history, art teacher 
Chris Jones is coordinating a 
ceremony to honor the first 
class to graduate on Elm 
Street. 

On December 8, between 
the junior varsity and varsity 
boys basketball games, 
members of the class of 1968 
will be recognized by the community. PHS 
graduates of this class Mona Stroud and Mike 
Roberts gathering names of fellow alumni 
who will be attending. The school will have 

t-shirts for the graduates, free 
refreshments and the PHS 
cheerleaders and cheer block 
will be singing our school’s fight 
song with them as well.

“It’s just something nice to 
commemorate the class and 
to appreciate our 
building and how 
good we are taking 
care of it. In the 
past couple of years, 

some bad press things 
have happened here, and we just 
want to emphasize positivity in 
our school culture, alumni and 
community,” said Jones. 

Beginning after Thanksgiving break, 
Math Department Chair Adam Stroud, along 
with other math teachers at PHS, are inviting 
students to take part in ISTEP Prep. Any student 
is invited to attend, but the math department 
is primarily focused on those who are taking 
ISTEP either for the first time or for a retake, 
including sophomores, juniors and seniors. 
Stroud also invites NHS members to attend to 
help the students with their preparation. 

By attending, students can earn extra credit 
from their math teacher and gain even more 
points by asking their parents to attend with 
them. Stroud, and the other teachers, hope this 
positive incentive will make students more 
willing to come get the extra help they may 
need. 

“Our primary goal is to get more students 
to pass the ISTEP, but we also hope to grow 
student’s math abilities. PHS has had more 
growth in this department in the past three 
years than all area schools. Last year, we grew 
an additional 5% above the state average. As 
a department, we hope to keep this growth 
going,” said Stroud.

The meetings are going to be treated 
like a traditional classroom, but with more 
interaction among the students. Each meeting, 
the math department will pick a state standard 
to focus on. They will take time to explain the 

standard, work examples and answer questions 
the students may have. The students will then 
have the opportunity to work problems on their 
own and with other students. Stroud has also 
created a Kahoot, an online interactive game, to 
help students prepare.  

The meetings will take place in Stroud’s 
room, 104, unless there is not enough room. 
If this is the case, the meetings will 
then be moved to the high school 
cafeteria. 

Stroud and the math department 
hope many students and their 
parents choose to attend the ISTEP 
Prep. 

More information will be 
available after Thanksgiving break.

Half a Century Being Honored

ISTEP Math Prep Begins After Break

Sara 
Kesterson

Story by
senior

Gracie 
Walls

Story by
freshman

Madison 
Street

Story by
senior

Math teacher Adam Stroud helps students prepare for their 
upcoming ISTEP. Photo by Sara Kesterson
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