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I can’t believe 
the school is...

They are not 
really sick...

What is she 
wearing??

Did you see 
his post? Who 
does he think 

he is?

That’s not 
what I heard. 
In fourth 
period she...

@$%! #!%*@ 
$%#@! *$!

MEDIA MATTERS

Art by Taylor Patton

When everyone has something to say, the easiest place to do so for many is online. 
Turn to page 12 to read the Paolite Staff Editorial on the sometimes toxic world of 
social media. 

MEDIA MATTERS
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On Wednesday, September 1, Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb 
announced an incentive allowing schools to require face masks 
in hopes of slowing the number of cases and quarantines among 
staff and students across the state. 
Tuesday, September 14 was the first 
day Paoli Communit School Corporation 
students returned with a temporary mask 
requirement, decided at the previous night 
at the monthly school board meeting. 

“In the first 24 days of school, a 
total of 760 students were classified 
as close contacts and quarantined or 
required to wear masks as a result,” said 
Superintendent Greg Walker. “Using 
the minimum number of eight days to 
quarantine for each student, that’s 6,000 
days and over 36,000 hours lost of in-
person instruction. Out of all of these 
students quarantined, less than five 
percent of them actually tested positive for 
the coronavirus. So, for the most part, we 
are quarantining completely healthy kids 
and I hate having to do that.”  

With the new mask mandate, students 
and staff are not required to quarantine 
unless they are showing symptoms of 
COVID-19. Those who are close contacts 
will also be able to stay for in-person 
instruction. 

“[The week of September 13-17], we had three positive cases in 
the building and we didn’t have to quarantine anyone as a result,” 
said Walker. 

The changes made to the PCSC “Return 
to In-Person Instruction” Plan, with the 
motion passing 6-1. School Board member 
Craig Starr was the only individual to vote 
against these changes. 

In a comment to the Paoli News 
Republican, Starr said, “Division is not 
good for the school corporation or our 
community. While I hope the temporary 
mask mandate is brief, I would ask people, 
regardless of what the position is, to try 
and respect it.”

This new mask mandate will be 
revisited during the next board meeting 
on October 18, where members will decide 
whether it is necessary to keep it or lift 
it. They will take into consideration the 
community coronavirus spread 
data as well as the county 
color on the COVID-19 map. 

“I am hopeful that we will 
be able to lift it by then, but 
no matter what I do not want 
to have to send kids home if 
I do not have to, so we’ll just 

have to see,” said Walker. 

One of the many new faces this 
school year is College Advising 
Corps Adviser Cody Martin. 
Partnered through Indiana 
University and AmeriCorps, 
Martin took the place of 
2020-21 staff member, Mary 
Lechner. Martin’s job here 
at PHS is to help seniors find 
the best path for their lives 
after high school.

“Whether you want to 
become a mechanic, a manager 
at Walmart, a doctor, or anything in 
between, I’m here to help find your best 
options for getting where you want to 
go. The goal of my position is to improve 
the socioeconomic statuses of communities, 
starting with upcoming graduates,” said 
Martin. 

Though Martin’s main focus is with 

seniors, he is eager and willing to 
meet with any student who 

has questions about post-
secondary options. He also 
works at Crawford County 
Schools with the same 
position and splits his 
time equally between both 
schools. 

“I am a resource to help 
find goals for students, find 

financial aid and scholarships, 
and navigate the college 

admissions process (applications, 
award letters, you name it), whether 
that be a seventh grader having no 
idea what college is, or a freshman 

wondering how to set themselves up for 
success,” said Martin. 

Martin graduated from Wilmington 
College in Ohio with a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Sports Management. He has a four-year-old 
daughter named Callie and is newly married 
as of this past July.

“I love spending my free time disc 
golfing, cooking, doing trivia, playing cards, 
doing crosswords and watching sporting 
events. I plan on beginning to work on my 
Master’s Degree in the fall, and I hope to 
have a Ph.D. by the time I am 30,” said 
Martin. “Some fun facts about me are that 
I have been published in Athletic Business 
magazine, I’ve attended two Super Bowls, 
and I have been to 13 states 
and five countries.” 

Martin is at PHS all day 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
along with the second and 
fourth Friday of every month. 
To schedule a meeting with 
him, email him at martinc@
paoli.k12.in.us. 

Martin Takes on New College Corp Advising Role

Mask Mandate Set by Board
School Board Makes Changes to PCSC ‘Return to In-Person’ Plan

Gracie 
Walls
Senior

Staff Writer

Gracie 
Walls
Senior

Staff Writer

Mask Up  A student walks into the front office past a sign that 
reads “Masks Required”. Photo by Cambry Tinkle

Martin
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National 
Trappers 

Association
866-680-TRAP

2815 Washington Avenue 
Bedford, IN  47421

Padgett Prepares for the Road 
The post-pandemic job 

market has proven to be very 
difficult thing to navigate. 
Lost River Career Co-op has 
implemented a new program 
into their curriculum to help 
students start strong in careers 
after high school. LRCC is now 
offering a Certified Driver’s 
License program for high school 
students to take. 

Currently senior Jericho 
Padgett is the only student 
enrolled in the program.

“It is a lot of hard work, but 
it is going to be very rewarding 
for me in the future,” said 
Padgett.

The class is taught by Tim 
Golden, an experienced tractor 
trailer driver. The program 
focuses on tractor trailers, which 
are the typical semi trucks you 
would see on the highway, and 
all of the skills needed to operate 
one, such as basic operation and 
on-road and parking skills. The 
class is a one-semester course 
that takes place during fifth, 
sixth, and seventh period each 
day, but can also be a two-
semester course.

“The class sounds 
overwhelming, but it’s not. It’s 
a lot more fun than a person 
would think. There is a lot of 
work, but once you get that 
CDL, you get it for life and you 
will always have a job available,” 
said Golden.

In the fall, students work 
towards earning their learner’s 
permit and eventually their 
operating license. They have 

to complete three exams 
throughout the semester, as well 
as an in-person pre-trip exam. 

Once completed, students 
can begin work-based learning 
in the spring. This allows 
students to not only get 
experience during their spring 
semester, but also allows them 
to make money during the school 
day. 

Padgett has already received 
offers from local trucking 
companies.

“A student can be making 
money during their senior year 
and still get three credit hours 
for taking the class. It’s nice 
to have some spending money 
to use on the weekends,” said 
Golden.

In February of 2022, the 
requirements to obtain a CDL 
in Indiana will be changing. 
In the past, anyone wanting to 
get their CDL would just have 
to complete a test at the local 
BMV. However, starting in 
February, they will be required 
to take a three week CDL 
course, which can cost anywhere 
between three to five thousand 
dollars. Since LRCC offers this 
program, students can obtain 
their license 
without any 
additional costs.

For more 
information 
about joining the 
program speak 
to the guidance 
department.

Under the Hood  Senior Jericho Padgett adjusts the mirror on the Lost River Co-Op 
truck. Photo by Brian Fullington

Senior works towards CDL Career after Graduation

Michael
Hannon

Senior
Staff Writer

For any of your residential or 
commercial heating and air, 
please contact the number 

above for more information. 
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Happy Homemakers
On September 7, the construction 

students took part in the ground 
breaking ceremony for a new 
construction project on E. Water Street 
in Paoli. 

The construction classes working 
on the project include students in Intro 
to construction, construction tech 1 and 
construction tech 2. 

This will be the construction trades 
program’s 15th housing project in Paoli. 
The homes being built for this project 
will benefit the community with quality 
housing at more affordable prices. 

“We are incorporating a lot of 
advanced building techniques to make 
the home very energy efficient, storm 
resistant, and more affordable for the 
future homeowners,” said Building and 
Trades teacher Jon Shellenberger.  

Junior Chris Nunez is in his third 
year in the program. 

“I chose this class because I feel like 
this is the right thing for me and I’m 

really excited about getting this house 
done because watching it all come 
together is pretty neat,” said Nunez.

According to a press release, “The 
Paoli Housing Task Force strives to 
build and renovate 25 homes by 2025 
through partnerships with community 
organizations, developers and builders, 
financial institutions and local, state 
and federal programs.”

During the groundbreaking 
ceremony, numerous representatives 
from the Orange County Economic 
Development Partnership, the Orange 
County Community Foundation and the 
Indiana University Center for Rural 
Engagement were also in attendance.

“One person can make a difference, 
but together we can make an impact. 
That is what we are doing today,” said 
Imojean Dedrick, Executive Director 
of the Orange County Community 
Foundation said in a press release.

In addition to working on the 
local home, the students are currently 
working on other projects for the school. 

“We are also working on different 
projects in the shop at school such as 
building a 15 foot shuffleboard table 
made out of a piece of the 
old PHS gym floor,” said 
Shellenberger. “There will 
be many more projects 
that we’ll build throughout 
the school year but these 
are several that we’re 
currently working on.”

Keepsake Carpenters In addition to building a house, 
students are also working with the old gym floor 
to create new projects. Pictured from left: Jacob 
Young, Isaiah Apple, Jareth Nunez, Garrett Hickman, 
William Baker, Ian Drake, Ashton Jones, and Preston 
Flick. 
Courtesy Photo

Students Participate in Groundbreaking Event for House

Keepsake Carpenters  Building and trades students pose with teacher Jon Shellenberger at the ground 
breaking event held on September 7. Pictured from left are: Brandon Jones, Isaiah Apple, Jacob Young, 
Jareth Nunez, William Milner, Hunter Guidry, Levi Smith, Hogan Roach, Luke Oldham, Brenton Buechler, 
Deacan Wellman, William Baker, and Shellenberger. Courtesy Photo

Honor Society Adds 28 Members

On Monday, September 20 NHS and NJHS Tapping 
ceremony was held during 
homeroom. All new NHS 
members were given a key 
and new NJHS members 
were given a ribbon to wear 
for the week. There will be 
11 NJHS members and 17 
NHS members inducted 
on September 26 in the 
auditorium. 
(Above) Sophomore Faith Gammon earns 
her key as a new member of NHS for NHS. 
(Right) Senior NHS Secretary Kylee Charles reads the names of 
students during tapping. Photos by Kinsey McBride

News to Know

Jeremiah 
Hutcheson

Freshman
Staff Writer

StuCo Hosts Second Dance Tonight
Following the 
success of the 
Homecoming Dance 
on September 17, 
Student Council will 
be hosting another 
dance tonight. It will 
be held in the PHS 
cafeteria for students 
in grades 9-12. It 
will begin after the 
football game and 
last until 10:45 p.m. 
There will be a $5 
admission and masks 
are required to be 
worn by all who 
attend. 

Dance it Out Seniors Rylie Atkins and 
Tinsley Moffatt dance within the crowd at 
last Friday’s Homecoming Dance after the 
Rams’ win against West Washington. 
Photos by Ashleigh Garcia



N
ew

s
5

Edited by River Flem
ing

On Saturday, September 11, The Pride 
of Paoli traveled to Columbus for their first 
competition of the year. This was the first 
time the band competed since November 9, 
2019, at State Finals. At Columbus the band 
placed first in Music, General Effect, Visual 
Effect, and Auxiliary and first overall in their 
class. 

This year, the show is titled “On The 
Waterfront” with music is based on Leonard 
Bernstein’s symphonic suite “On The 
Waterfront”. 

There are three movements in this year’s 
show. The first movement starts off with a 
storm ominously coming in from the coastline 
and as the storm hits, the music gets very 
loud and intense. As the storm begins to die 
down in the second movement, the music is 
soft and pleasant. At this point of the show, 
the storm has passed and the band expresses 
the aftermath of it. In the final movement, the 
band wraps up the show with upbeat music 
signifying the revival after the storm. 

There are multiple solos featured 
throughout the show including an alto sax 
solo by senior Michael Hannon, a baritone 
solo by senior Elijah MacDonald, and a 
color guard solo by sophomore Nena Gaona. 
There are also many show-themed props and 
musical attributes that are used to create an 
engaging atmosphere that drives the storm 
concept home. These include water and wind 
sound effects, backdrops with water pictures 
on them, movable docks and fake birds.

The band still has a lot more to add onto 
the show this season, with plans for further 
choreography, props and general and music 
effects.

“The show is not complete yet and there’s 
still a lot more to add, that’s the exciting part. 

I’m looking forward to seeing what the band 
can accomplish,” said senior Kylee Charles.

Because of the cancellation of last year’s 
marching band competitive season and the 
constant change in the staffing, one goal new 
Band Director Chris Karkosky has for this 
year is to create a sense of normalcy for the 
band.

“My goal is to create that sense of 
‘normalcy’ that I think everyone is craving. 
I want to create an environment where all 
members can work hard, have a good time, 
and feel good about their performance at the 
end of each day,” said Karkosky. 

On September 18, the band hosted their 
40th annual Pride of Paoli Invitational at 
the Cook Field. There were 15 bands who 
competed that day. All of the money made 
from the invitational will be going towards 
the Pride’s marching band season. 

“I definitely enjoyed the Invitational. It 
was great hosting so many fine 
bands. It was a lot of hard work, 
but it will really pay off for the 
program,” said Karkosky.

Tomorrow the band will 
be traveling to Floyd Central 
to compete in their second 
invitational of the year. 

The drama club hosted a murder 
mystery entitled “Alibis” on Friday, 
September 10, in the PHS Auditorium. 
The show consisted of eight people who 
were invited to a birthday party who 
became suspects in a murder. Each 
character was to give an alibi. The 
members were reluctant to give their 
alibis, but finally each of them confessed 
to the detective where they were when 
the crime happened. Each alibi was 
turned into a short play. 

There were 18 actors involved in this 
show, along with eight crew members. 
Of the eight crew members, five were 
new members. Aside from the five new 
members, there were four new board 
members inducted during the cast party. 
Junior Dawson Poe, sophomore Cameron 
Apple, and freshmen Riley Belcher 
and Kelly Royer joined veteran board 
members seniors Angie Ceja, Kylee 
Charles, Haley Cox, Michael Hannon 
and A.J. Lopez. 

“We were excited to be together doing 
a live performance. It gave us a chance 
to get back on the stage again. We had 
several students participating with us 
for the first time, so that was wonderful 
too,” said Drama Director Maria 
Wishart. 

Any student interested 
in becoming a part of 
Drama Club and activities 
similar to the Murder 
Mystery should contact 
Mrs. Wishart, or check 
the Activities List in their 
email which has the Google 
Classroom join code. 

Curtains Up 
On Drama

Building a Mystery Senior Angie Ceja and 
sophomore Dyson Nichols perform in “Alibis”.  
Photo by Nevaeh Moore

Pride Returns on the Waterfront
Season kicks off at Columbus after year break

A Senior Moment The senior members of the band post for 
a photo at the Paoli Invitational. From left: Johna Wininger, 
Elijah MacDonald, Kylee Charles, Michael Hannon, Angie 
Ceja, Haley Cox, and Marissa Fleenor. Photo by Casey Wilcox

Toned To Perfection Members of the low brass section 
perform at Friday’s game against West Washington. Pictured 
from left are Daniel Adams and Elijah MacDonald. 
Photo by Heather Nichols

Angie 
Ceja
Senior

Staff Writer

Makiya 
Russelburg

Senior
Staff Writer
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At the start of the 2020 school year the Indiana High School 
Athletic Association provided a detailed list of how schools 
should manage their sports programs in the unknown time of the 
coronavirus pandemic. A year later, the virus is still impacting 
schools but the IHSAA guidelines have changed, allowing schools to 
set their own guidelines.

“We just have to keep following the guidelines we are given and 
adapt, adjust and overcome as things change,” said Athletic Director 
Darek Newkirk

For football, guidelines lessened moderately, but 
some, however, remained the same. Athletes and 
coaches are still expected to maintain a distance 
of six feet from another person when in locker 
rooms if possible, face masks and gloves 
are permissible and hand-shaking during 
introductions and post-game have been 
suspended.

Washing hands should still be done 
thoroughly and frequently. Games have 
also been opened to an unlimited number of 
people this year, rather than an occupancy 
limit like last season.

At the start of the school year many 
students faced the challenge of quarantine, 
which in turn impacted players time at practice.

“If you miss eight to 14, days you must make-
up four practices before you can play. If you miss more 
than 14 days, you will have to make-up six practices. This is 
different from last season, in that it is days missed and not days of 
practice missed,” said Varsity Football Coach Neil Dittmer.

Girls cheerleaders for football games have had guidelines 
loosened for them as well. Last football season, the girls cheering 
had to wear masks when performing stunts, which is not a 
mandated requirement for this football season.

“So far we have dealt with quarantined athletes as best we can 
– moving girls around and adjusting to still allow our cheerleaders 
to cheer. I think forcing us to constantly adjust is exhausting, but 
ultimately it may make us better. We have to constantly problem-
solve and that’s a skill that everyone can benefit from,” said Varsity 

Cheer Coach Heather Nichols.
For volleyball, there were only slight changes to guidelines from 

previous years. Due to how many athletes that were quarantined, 
or out completely for having Covid-19 last year, the IHSAA adjusted 
their rules and regulations of practices. The athletes now have 
to have four practices in. Pre-game warm-ups no longer count as 
practices. There was also a recommendation list that provided ideas 
that would best benefit the team, yet these were not official changes. 

Teams do not switch benches in between sets, bench personnel 
are limited to observe from a three to six foot distance, 

a player is to remain three to six feet apart from the 
referee when substituting in, sanitize equipment 

during and after the warm-up period and 
eliminate the shaking of hands between teams.

“This has affected our team because it 
makes it difficult for us to get four practices in 
when we are playing three nights a week,” said 
Varsity Volleyball Coach Alexis Speer.

Girl’s golf also remains the same for 
their 2021 season, with no restrictive Covid 
protocols.

“I think this whole ordeal will make 
everyone aware of staying healthy and safe,” said 

Varsity Girls Golf Coach Brad Bledsoe.
Cross Country guidelines are also very similar to 

last year. Athletes still have to maintain a distance of 
six feet from another athlete, no hand shakes, fist bumps 

or hugging for encouragement is allowed and sanitization of 
frequently touched surfaces is mandatory.

“These athletes, or runners, are missing races because of being 
quarantined. They won’t get to compete and those are 
races they won’t ever get back or be able to do again,” 
said Varsity Cross Country Coach Summer Hudelson.

Covid has taken its toll on athletes, students, 
coaches, parents and Paoli’s school system as a whole 
in the past couple of years. This year, however, is the 
year students are looking forward to being back to a 
bit of normalcy within their sports. 

Fall Seasons Return in Pandemic

 
“We just have 

to keep following 
the guidelines we are 

given and adapt, adjust 
and overcome as things 

change.”
•Athletic Director 

Darek Newkirk

Eiklor Flames
812-723-3633

282 E Pivot Point Rd 

Paoli, IN 

Sameiklor@eiklorflames.com

SUPER BURGER
812-723-4445

600 W Main St Paoli, IN 

Makiya 
Russelburg

Senior
Staff Writer

Athletes, Coaches Adjust Programs to Continue Ram Activities
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Golf
As of September 18, the girls golf team 

ended their season with sectionals at 
Otis Park. Their best match was 
on August 17 at the Valley 
Links, where they scored 
220 points as a team. Some 
players that stood out this 
year are junior Serenity 
Sweet, averaging 56 per 
meet, and senior Hayley 
Taylor, averaging 59 per 
meet. “We had five players 
this year with two of them 
being freshmen and I knew we 
would struggle some. We started 
the season pretty well and I could 
see improvement from everyone. 
However, as we finished the last 
several matches, including the 
sectional, we actually began to shoot 
poorer as a team. I think we kind of 
wore down physically and mentally,” 
said Coach Brad Bledsoe. 

Football
As of September 21, the 

varsity football team has a 
record of 2-1, and JV’s record 
is 1-1. “We have had a lot 
of guys who have stepped 
up on offense and defense. 
Too many to count our best 
ones,” said Head Coach Neil 
Dittmer. Some players who 
have stood out this season for JV 
are freshman Johnny 
Shellenberger and Ian 
Drake. One of the best 
games they have played 
was on September 17 

against West Washington. 
“We have never had to 

question effort, they 
always put forth 

good effort,” said 
JV Head Coach 
Brian Wilson.

The eighth 

grade football team has a record of 2-0, 
and seventh grade’s record is 2-1. 
“We had initial setbacks due to 

covid, but as we have 
returned the team’s 

effort has been 
more focused 
on winning 
the games 
that we get to 
play. There are 
always things to 

fix, but our athletes 
show up everyday looking 

to improve," said Head Coach 
J.D. Emerick.
Tennis
After six wins and eight loses, 

only three matches are left in the 
season. Junior Isaac McBride has 
been a key player for the singles part 
of the team, and juniors Lucus Stroud 

and Treyvin Street have had a strong 
doubles season. The team’s best 

match was against Salem on 
August 17. “They are a team 

that beat us last year and 
lost no starters. We were 
able to jump over that 
hurdle and beat them 
this year and set the 
tone for some good early 

season wins because of 
that confidence I believe,” 

said Head Coach Matt Wolfe. 
Although the junior high tennis 

team has had multiple games 
cancelled, they still hold a winning record of 
4-1. 

Cross Country
With the season coming close to an 

end, the XC teams have been doing really 
well. Their best meet was the county 
meet at Orleans, where senior Hannah 
Albertson placed first. Sophomore 
Luke Oldham, and juniors Cailyn 
Baechle, Abby Bruner, and Jacob 
Workman have been working hard 
throughout the season. “The girls 
are doing really well this season. 
Hannah and Cailyn put 
in a lot of miles over the 
summer and their pre-
season work is paying off,” 

said Coach 
Summer 
Hudleson.

As for 
JH XC, star 
runners this 
year include 

seventh grader Zaden 
Taylo and sixth grader 

Jordan Albertson, and 
seventh grader Addy 

Moffatt and fifth grader 
Aubrey Burris. “Each kid 

is dedicated and has made 
improvements. They all should be very 
proud of what they have accomplished 
individually and as a team,” said Coach 
Missy Bostock. 

Volleyball
As of September 21, the Varsity 

volleyball team has a record of 7-4, and the 
JV’s record is 7-3. Some players who have 
stood out this season for junior varsity 
are sophomores Gracie Brown and Stella 
Windhorst, who have both stepped up this 
season, not only with skill but with attitude 
as well. “We’ve improved from last season, 
and we are working more as a team this 
year than last year. This has made games 
and our season overall more enjoyable as a 
player,” said senior Emma McCrary. 

As of September 21, the eighth grade 
volleyball team has a record of 1-4, and 
seventh grade’s record is 0-5. Some players 
who have stood out this season for the 
eighth grade team are setter Maddie Vernon 
and middle hitter Charli Chastain, and for 
the seventh grade team are setter Marci 
Carter and middle hitter Allie Kumpf. One 
of the best games they have played was on 
September 16 against Northeast Dubois. 

“The junior high volleyball 
program is coming along 

as expected. It’s been 
a tough season for 

the seventh graders 
due to missing 
the entire last 
season due to 
Covid. However, 
I have seen great 

improvement from 
many players,” said 

seventh grade Coach 
Jennifer Coleman.

Rams Face Cancellations, Find Successes in Second Year 

The Varsity 
Volleyball 
team claps 
it up after a 

successful volley.

Junior Serenity 
Sweet and senior 
Hayley Taylor add 

up their scores 
following their 

golf meet. 

The Varsity 
Football 

players line up 
and prepare for 
their next play 
opportunity. 

Junior William 
Milner prepares 

to return his 
opponent’s hit. 

Sixth Grader 
Maria Chastain 

runs against 
opponent at 

Crawford 
County 
meet. 

Fall Sports Recap Created by Carley Higgins, 
Gracie Walls and Peyton 
Baker
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AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) is a program which focuses on 
helping students to become college and career 
ready during their junior high and high school 
years. English teacher Tamera Noble has taken 
on the role of AVID training this summer and 
officially became the AVID site coordinator and 
elective teacher this school year. 

“AVID is a great program with many benefits 
for students and teachers. I love teaching the 
AVID elective and can’t wait to share more 
strategies with teachers throughout this school 
year,” said Noble. 

During the class, the students get the 
chance to learn strategic preparations to help 
further their education as they go throughout 
school. These include strategies in taking notes 
and tests, time management, studying, and 
using WICOR (Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, 
Organization, Reading to Learn) for exploring 
college and career options. This year, Noble is 
hoping to be able to plan extra activities for 
the students who are in the course so they can 
get more experience and familiarity with the 
program, including field trips and guest speakers 
who share their career experiences. 

If you are interested in joining AVID, you 
may apply at the end of the school year for the 
2022-2023 school year. Since AVID is new this 
year, students who are in AVID currently have 

been hand selected by their previous teachers. 
“AVID targets students in the academic 

middle who have the desire to go to college and 
the willingness to work hard. These are students 
who are capable of completing a rigorous 
curriculum but may be falling short 
of their potential. AVID’s goal is for 
these students to reach their full 
potential through the support AVID 
offers,” said Noble. 

If you have any questions or 
comments about AVID, you can 
learn more by contacting Noble for 
more information. 

New Faces in New Places
Katrina Brace

Since the start of the 
school year, PHS has been 
on the hunt for a new 
seventh grade science 
teacher. 

With no luck so 
far, the administration 
continues to advertise 
this opening on both the 
school’s website and with 
the Indiana Department 
of Education. In the 
meantime, Retired Math 
Teacher Cindy Stout has 
been covering the role. 
As luck would have it, 

Stout is a licensed science 
teacher, the perfect fill-in 
until a permanent teacher 
can be hired.

“Mrs. Stout is an 
amazing teacher.  She 
has a track record 
of excellence!  Her 
willingness to fill in until a 
replacement can be found 
is truly an asset to Paoli 
Schools. I am confident 
that our seventh graders 
are receiving science 
instruction equivalent to 
what a permanent teacher 

would provide,” said 
Principal Sherry Wise. 

According to 
Superintendent Greg 
Walker, at this time 
there are currently no 
applications for the 
position Stout 
is filling. 

For more 
information 
on the open 
position 
visit the 
corporation 
website. 

Stout Returns to Classroom for Science

Colleges Attended: 
Indiana University Southeast
Other Schools Worked:
Burris Elementary in 
Mitchell; Crawford County 
Schools
Current Teaching 
Position:
School Counselor; grades 
7-9
What do you enjoy about 
PHS?
Everyone has been so welcoming and 
friendly!

Mariah Buchanan
Colleges Attended: 
 Indiana University Southeast
Other Schools Worked:
None
Current Teaching Position:
Eighth grade Social Studies 
and English as a New 
Language
What do you enjoy 
about PHS?
Everyone is always willing to help 
when I have a question, and working here really 
feels like working on a team.

Jimmy Dunn
Colleges Attended: 
Indiana University Southeast
Other Schools Worked:
Student taught at Silver Creek 
Middle School
Current Teaching Position:
Seventh grade Social Studies
What do you enjoy about PHS?
PHS is a very good community 
full of individuals who are constantly 
seeking out better ways to improve 
themselves. I also experienced a lot of good 
memories from PHS and to be apart of the this 
place again is awesome.

Chris Karkosky
Colleges Attended: 
Purdue University Fort 
Wayne
Other Schools Worked:
East Noble
Current Teaching 
Position:
Band Director
What do you enjoy about 
PHS?
I enjoy the community and the 
supportive people.

Lacey McAdams
Colleges Attended: 
Ohio Institute of 
Photography & 
Technology
Other Schools 
Worked:
None
Current Teaching 
Position:
Junior High Special 
Education Aide
What do you enjoy about PHS?
I really enjoy working with the kids, also 
being back in PHS.

Ginny Nelson
Colleges Attended: 
University of Phoenix
Other Schools Worked:
None
Current Teaching Position:
Paoli College and Careers 
Academy (PCCA) Guide
What do you enjoy about 
PHS?
I love the staff and students. 
Seeing the smiling faces, the fun 
activities we do, and how involved the teachers are 
with the students. This place is a family oriented place 
to work and they respect those of us who are parents 
and understand that our children are our world and 
they will come first.

Jeremy Reynolds
Colleges Attended: 
Indiana Wesleyan
Other Schools 
Worked:
Orleans
Current Teaching 
Position:
High School Math
What do you enjoy about 
PHS?
I really like working next to Mr. Stroud. 
Not so much Mr. Parks, but I really like Mr. 
Stroud!

Toni Wilkinson
Colleges Attended: 
IU Southeast,  
Walden University
Other Schools Worked:
Bedford North Lawrence
Current Teaching 
Position:
Junior High Special 
Education Teacher
What do you 
enjoy about PHS?
Working with my daughter, Alexis Speer!

Meet 
the Staff

This year numerous faces 
changed at the front of many 
classrooms. Get to know the 
new teachers and staff at PHS.

Infographic by Ashleigh Garcia
Photos by Brian Fullington

Noble Takes On New AVID Program

Corinne 
Magner

Senior
Staff Writer

Gracie 
Walls
Senior

Staff Writer

Avidly Learning  Eighth grader Braylin Nichols studies with 
classmates during AVID training. Photo by Amanda Bowles

Back So Soon? Retired 
math teacher Cindy 
Stout leads her 
seventh grade science 
class. 
Photo by Nolan Walker
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This year, English Teacher Book 
Worm Rachel Miller has taken on 
another position in the building, part-
time school librarian. After passing the 
Indiana CORE Assessment for school 
library, Miller was certified to 
fill the spot.

Already, Miller 
has several goals to 
accomplish with the 
library. In addition 
to teaching freshman 
English, Miller will 
spend two periods of 
her day in the library. 
Miller has made a few 
changes to the library 
so far, most noticeably the 
appearance in the front 
window of the library as they 
walk by. 

“You may have noticed the library 
opening up a bit. The curtains have 
been removed, and I’m doing some fall 
cleaning to spruce things up. I’m also 
creating displays to highlight new books 
every few weeks. More changes will be 
coming over the course of the school 
year, so pay attention and come see 
what’s going on,” said Miller. 

Miller wants to increase overall 
student and class usage of the library 
this year. She plans to “re-digitize” the 
library to create easier access to books 
for students.

“Getting the titles of our books back 

online will be a huge improvement.  
Students will be able to search for books 
online, scan the books to check them 
out easily, and it’ll make checking books 
back in a lot easier as well,” said Miller. 

In order to make the library 
digital, Miller plans to label 

every book and scan them 
into the system. With the 
help of Registrar Sara 
Parks, she will be able 
to get the information 
needed to input all 
of the students into 

the system. She is also 
working on marketing the 

library by building a website 
and rebranding it “The Ram 
Resource Room”.

“The library houses Ms. 
Manship’s office, the Paoli College and 
Career Academy student union, study 
spaces, our book collection, and your 
friendly neighborhood librarian, as well 
as working closely with the Essentials 
Project. The library really is a great 
place for students to access all kinds of 
resources,” said Miller. 

Miller will be in 
the library available 
for questions and 
requests during first 
and second period and 
during homerooms. For 
more information email 
millerr@paoli.k12.in.us.

Miller

Book Worm Takes on Library
I’ve always been a 

sucker for psychological 
thrillers. “Bird Box”, 
“Ma”, and “The 
Conjuring” are just a few 
of my favorites. Yet out 
of all the suspenseful 
shows I am madly in 
love with, I have recently 
fallen deeply for a new 
series, called “Behind 
Her Eyes”. This Netflix 
original is based on the 
novel written by Sarah 
Pinborough, with all 
the same expectations 
and cliffhangers. I’m not 
one to rewatch a show 
or series, but 
this show – 
especially 
the ending 
– made me 
restart from 
the beginning 
immediately. 
That’s just how 
surprising and 
jaw-dropping 
the finale left 
me. (I promise, 
no spoilers to 
follow… just reasons for 
you to watch.)  

Louise is a single 
mom who works 
as a secretary at a 
psychiatrist’s office. It 
all started when she 
got stood up on her date 
at the pub. Just as she 
was about to give up 
and head home, she ran 
into a dark, handsome 
man named David, new 
in town and in need of 
company. The two had an 
undeniable spark… until 
their goodbye kiss was 
interrupted by David’s 
sudden regret and rushed 
departure. Confused 
and dejected, Louise 
continues about her days. 
Prior to the next day at 
work when she discovered 

the new psychiatrist was 
(you guessed it) David. 
Ignoring the inconvenient 
circumstances, one 
morning on her way 
home from dropping her 
son off at school, Louise 
coincidentally (or so we 
think) ran into David’s 
wife of ten years, Adele. 
Oddly enough, these two 
also hit it off, and become 
closer friends than Louise 
would have imagined. 
Things continue to get 
messier; Louise begins 
to have an affair with 
David, Adele and Louise 

start to spend 
more time 
together, and 
secrets only get 
worse. Keeping 
both of these 
relationships 
private from 
the other, 
Louise doesn’t 
realize what 
she has truly 
gotten herself 
into until it’s 

too late. 
Everything from the 

settings and actors to 
the plot kept me hooked 
until the very end. The 
foreshadowing is insanely 
clever, and the last 
episode will leave you 
sitting in silence trying 
to process everything you 
just absorbed. I totally 
recommend this show to 
people who like magical, 
majestic mysteries. This 
is one of those shows 
where the conspiracy 
theories are 
endless and 
you won’t 
be able to 
stop talking 
about it. 

Walls a Sucker for “Her Eyes”
Staff Review

Miller Takes Love of Reading Down the Hall

Library Makeover Librarian Rachel Miller decorated the library windows to promote banned books for 
Banned Book Month. Photo by River Fleming

Gracie 
Walls
Senior

Staff Writer

Angie 
Ceja
Senior

Staff Writer
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Meet the __________________
Outside of school, there are many 
things students may not know 
about the staff members here 
at PHS. Take a look at these fun 
facts to get to know them better.

Teachers

“I sew 
handbags 
and purses 
with fabric 

that I design 
from my 

watercolor 
paintings.”
• School Nurse 
Emme Moore

“I can crochet. 
It is NOT 
knitting!” 
• School Secretary 

Jackie Chaney

“Baking homemade bread.” 
• English Teacher Maria Wishart

“Bye Bye Bye” 
by NSYNC. 
• Choir Teacher
Chris Boveroux

“Desperado” by 
the Eagles. 

• Study Hall Supervisor
Barb Grabner

“‘Friends In
Low Places.” 

• Geography Teacher 
Brian Wilson “Bohemian 

Rhapsody.”
•Guidance Counselor 

Katrina Brace 

“Give Me That Old 
Time Rock and Roll”. 

• Band Director 
Bill Laughlin 

“Baby Got Back.”
• Resource Teacher

Alexis Speer

What’s Your 
Hidden Talent?

What Is Your Go-To Karaoke Song?
“Jolene” 

by Dolly Parton. 
• Journalism Adviser

Heather Nichols

“Shake it Off” by 
Taylor Swift. 

• Math Teacher
Adam Stroud

How many 
children do 
you have?

No Kids!
16.1%

One Kid
16.1%

Two Kids
25.8%

Three Kids
29%

Four Kids 
or More
12.9%

We surveyed our staff to find out how many 
children are waiting at home after a long day at 
PHS. Here are the responses of the 31 teachers 
who responded on how many kids they have. We 
compiled their results in the graph below.

Infographic by Angie Ceja and River Fleming
Infographic by Angie Ceja

“Woodworking.” 
• Principal Sherry Wise
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Since the very birth of social media, 
it’s use has been a highly debated and 
controversial topic. It’s destructive – rotting 
youth’s brains, destroying their capacity 
for empathy, ruining people’s ability to 
distinguish between what’s real and what’s 
fake. We’ve heard it all. On the other hand 
nothing can bring people together quite like 
the latest Tik Tok dance trend.

No one is more aware of the impact of 
social media than the most active users: 
teenagers (that’s us!). Because we are so 
often engaged in social media, we know 
firsthand the impact it can have on our lives. 
It’s no secret what’s going on in the head of 
a teen isn’t always pretty and the majority 
of us struggle with our mental stability on 
a daily basis. Many times, the issues can be 
traced back to social media and its hold on 
us. 

Common byproducts of social media 
usage are not limited to depression, anxiety, 
body dysmorphia, eating disorders, etc. 
These occur in response to the content 
we’re being presented with, whether it’s 
false narratives on issues related to health 
care being pushed, the consumption of 
overwhelmingly hateful material, or a more 
personal encounter of online drama and 
cyberbullying.

Especially now, in the midst of a 
pandemic, we are susceptible to a decline in 
emotional well-being and either the influx 
of new mental illness symptoms or the 
worsening of preexisting ones. Coupled with 
exposure to the toxicity of online platforms, 
our online world is a lethal combination with 
the potential to lead one down a very difficult 
path. 

When quarantined, we spent enormous 
amounts of time scrolling through feeds and 
this increase in screen-time on social apps 
can be extremely detrimental to one’s state 
of mind – depending on what it is you’re 
looking at.

Since our staff consists solely of teenage 
students, we thought they’d be the perfect 
people to ask for opinions on and personal 
experiences with social media.

We asked which social media platform 
our staff found to be the most toxic and the 
answers were all over the place. Several 
students said Instagram, due to the false 
image many users convey and the use of 
editing apps like FaceTune that take it even 
further. Some replied with TikTok because 
of the diversity of views on different subjects 
and the tendencies of people to attack those 
with perspectives other than their own. 
Twitter and Facebook were mentioned for 
the seemingly constant gossip on them. 
Students also said Snapchat because of the 
anonymity of the platform and the fact users 
so often bash other users on it. 

On the contrary to the leisurely use of 
social media, we rely on social media to 
receive our news and get the latest updates 
– now more than ever. In the age of the 
coronavirus, factual accuracy is of the utmost 
importance. One would think that would be 
easy to determine, right? Wrong. So much 
misinformation is spread which can easily 
fool people, whether you’re typically naive 
or not. This can be extremely harmful for 
people who take highly liked posts as gospel 
and take advice for things off of platforms 
without checking up on the source or 
consulting anyone else. 

People take advice everyday for physical 
health, mental health, etc. that could 
seriously hurt them. For example, someone 
might watch a TikTok on how someone lost a 
lot of weight and follow that person’s routine 
when it may not be right for them physically 
or mentally. This can lead to eating disorders 
and other health issues. People give mental 
health advice as well, making others think 
that professional help isn’t necessary and 
likely making their problems worse. 

Although there are probably more 
negative sides of social media than you can 
count, it has its perks too. Mainly, people 
are able to stay connected with one another. 
This was particularly evident in 2020, 
when families and friends were separated 
all over the world without much ability to 
remain active in each other’s lives. So many 
moments were missed in-person due to 
the coronavirus, though they were posted 
on social media platforms for those people 
to see. It may not have been the same as 
if they’d been there physically, but it was 
better than nothing as one of the only forms 
of interaction available. 

Social media has its upsides and 
downsides, but overall the emphasis should 
be put on the mindset and attitude of the 
user. 

We are responsible for how we 
approach social media, how seriously we 
take it. It is our job to always be mindful 
of the content we’re consuming, however 
significant or trivial, whether it’s a news 
report or a TikTok gag. In order to protect 
our mental health and prevent ourselves 
from contributing to the spread of false 
information, we’ve got to stay aware.

Staff Editorial

Step Away 
from the Screen

Art by Taylor Patton

Platforms Become More Toxic 
When Mixed with Misinformation
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Recently, I sent out a survey to staff and students 
asking two questions: on a scale of one to five, how 
overwhelmed are you on a day-to-day basis, and what 
do you do to cope with that stress. The results were 
concerning. Of the 169 who replied, 82.7 percent of 
those surveyed placed themselves at a three or higher 
for how overwhelmed they feel. 

For the second question, “What do you do to cope 
with stress?” there were two common answers that 
really stood out. One was that many people 
turn to music to help them deal with their 
stressors and emotions. 

This is not a new strategy unique 
to our school. According to research 
done by the American Psychological 
Association, listening to music 
increases the body’s production 
of antibodies and reduces stress 
hormone levels. Students may not 
understand the science behind it, but 
they know that music has a powerful 
effect on how they feel. As a music 
student, I have firsthand experience 
with the benefits of music. Playing my 
instrument is always therapeutic, as it is 
something I do not have to think about. I can just let 
my feelings flow through me and come out as something 
beautiful. When it is not convenient to play an 
instrument, just popping in my earbuds and listening 
to my favorite albums and instrumental music helps 
improve my mood and takes my mind off of things.

Our current policy prohibits headphones in the 
classroom and blocks most streaming services on 
student Chromebooks. Could a change to the headphone 
policy provide a resource for students who could benefit 
from the stress-relieving properties of listening to 
music?

In my opinion, yes. I believe our policy should be 
updated to make music more accessible to students 
whenever there is time to do so without the possibility 
of classroom disruption. 

Other than listening to music, the answer that 
really stood out was that many students just do not 
know how to cope with being overwhelmed. They do 
not have the tools to help them get through tough 
situations. This is concerning, as students and teachers 
alike are under rigorous performance standards, 
and with no way to deal with that stress, it can have 
negative effects. There is a possible solution to this issue 
that has already been implemented at Throop. 

Kara Schmidt, a community member 
and founder of SoINBody, began working 

with elementary students before the 
pandemic, teaching them mindfulness 

and yoga skills. She also did a trial 
run with Carol Fullington’s 2019-
2020 speech classes, coming in twice 
a week to practice mindfulness and 
yoga with high school students. I 
had the opportunity to be in that 
speech class, and those mindfulness 

lessons were some of the most helpful 
things I have learned in my high school 

career. I think this sort of experience 
should be available for all students at the 

high school, seeing as we are more vulnerable 
to mental strain as a result of our education. The 

easiest option would be to create a mindfulness club 
which meets once a week during homeroom or even 
after school, giving students a chance to take a break 
and practice something that could be beneficial for 
them.

Talking about mindfulness can be 
difficult because there is just not enough 
common knowledge on the subject for most 
people to really know much about it and 
how to practice it. However, if the school 
implemented new policies and programs 
which had students’ best interests in 
mind, and that engaged in mindfulness 
improvement, we might see our data shift 
in a more positive direction.

Survey Says: We Need Help
Hannon is Stressed – And You Are TooStaff Column

"...students 
and teachers alike 
are under rigorous 

performance standards, 
and with no way to deal 

with that stress, it 
can have negative 

effects.”

How Do 
You Cope?
We asked our staff to 
anonymously share 

different things they do 
to relieve their stresses.

 
“I try to keep things in 
perspective. I realize I 

can only do so much so 
if not everything gets 
done I am okay with 

that. I have also found 
that regular exercise 

helps me alleviate 
stress.”

“I cry silently. I can’t 
cope at school because 
my coping mechanism 

is music.”

“Take a nap when I get 
home, if time allows me 

to do so, or I listen to 
music.”

“I usually go home after 
work, then fall asleep. I 
never really have time 
for myself so I don’t 

have a way of coping.”

“Take a step back and 
a deep breath! We are 
only one person and 
can only do so much! 
Take it one step at a 
time or day by day!”

“Taking deep breaths, 
when I make time 

for it – a short yoga 
practice, realizing I 

can not get everything 
done everyday FOR 

EVERYONE ELSE  and 
being okay with that.”

“Getting away 
from this place.”

Michael
Hannon

Senior
Staff Writer
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HOMECOMING CROWNED
On Friday, September 17, 

Student Council sponsored 
the annual Fall Homecoming. 
The coronation was held 
before the start of the Paoli 
vs. West Washington game. 

The underclassmen 
nominated one boy and one 
girl to represent each class.  
Later in the week, high 
school students voted for 
their favorite senior pair to 
be Queen and King. 

Seniors Rylie Atkins 
and Preston DeWeese were 
crowned the 2021 Fall 
Homecoming Queen and 
King. 

“I am beyond thankful. 
I can’t thank anyone 
enough. The support and 
encouragement I got made 
it feel like a dream!” said 
Atkins.

Crowning Achievement 
(Above Left) Junior Student Council 
Member Austin Benales crowns senior 
Homecoming King Preston DeWeese. 
(Bottom Left)  Senior Rylie Atkins 
cheers in her crown after being named 
2021 Fall Homecoming Queen. 
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Fall Royalty
Senior candidates from left: Rylie Atkins and 
Aidan Dooley, Angie Ceja and Michael Hannon, 
Kylee Charles and Kizer Threlkeld, Hallie Graves 
and Marcus McGuire, Corinne Magner and 
Preston DeWeese. 
Underclassmen candidates from left: 
Freshmen Chloe Smith and William Baker, 
Sophomores Gracie Brown and Kayson 
Simpson, and Juniors River Fleming and Marty 
Higgins. 

A Night of Excitement
(Top Left) The Booster Club attached drums to 
the front of the bleachers to add more noise to the 
crowd. The student section was on their feet for the 
entire game, cheering on the Rams to victory. 
(Above) The Pride of Paoli performs their show 
during halftime. 
(Far Left) Coach Neil Dittmer hugs senior Sawyer 
Livingston after making some big plays for the Rams 
in their victory over West Washington. 
(Left) Junior Braxton Elliott returns a kickoff for a 
touchdown. 

Photos by Emma McCrary
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Luka 
Abbentheren

MEET MEET
Oihana 
Palacios

Red Bull Armory
Manufacturer specializing in 

custom precision firearms 
for tactical applications

Christopher Higgins, SOCS (Ret)
Owner, Red Bull Armory, L.L.C

Cell (757)287-7738
www.redbullarmory.com
info@redbullarmory.com

Q: How is your country different from 
the United States?
A: My country is much smaller than the 
United States. Apart from that it is very 
different in many other things, such as 
religion, the age at which it can be driven, 
freedom of expression, and how people 
think about some issue.
Q: What is your favorite American 
restaurant? 
A: Mother Bear’s Pizza. 
Q: What is something you like from the 
United States that your country does 
not have?
A: People involved a lot in sports. And a lot 
of people go to watch different sports games, 
this is something that we don’t do in Spain 
and I think is cool.
Q: What is one thing you will miss 
when you go back?
A: The people, because here you meet a lot 
of people with whom I’m going to have a 
very good relationship, and in less than one 
year you will be more than 7000 kilometers 
away.

Carlota 
de las Heras

MEET

Q: What do you think of PHS so far? 
A: I think it is very fun. I like the way you 
learn and also most of the people are very 
nice. 
Q: What is something you like from the 
United States that your country does 
not have? 
A: I like how you have the football games 
and homecoming. I will be able to go to prom 
this year also. 
Q: How is the school you went to 
different from PHS? 
A: My old school was bigger and we had to 
wear uniforms, and the way they teach you 
is different.
Q: Would you ever want to live 
permanently in the United States?
A: I ask myself this many times. On one 
hand I think it will help me have more 
options in the future, but on the other hand 
it makes me sad to leave my country and 
family.

Q: Have you ever traveled to any other 
country besides the U.S.?
A: Croatia, Denmark, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Switzerland, Austria, 
Slovenia, Turkey, Liechtenstein. 
Q: How long will you be staying in 
Paoli? 
A: I will go back in June. 
Q: What is your favorite experience 
you have had at Paoli so far? 
A: Meeting new people, host family, and 
friends.
Q: How is the school you went to 
different from Paoli? 
A: It is not as big as Paoli High School and 
I couldn’t choose what I wanted to study, 
and it was more boring.
Q: What food do you like here that you 
haven’t had before?
A: I always like to try new food and most 
of the food I have tried so far is really good, 
like Mexican food. 

Guten 
Tag! 
Hola!
This year, 
PHS 
welcomed 
three 
foreign 
exchange 
students 
from  
Spain and 
Germany. 
Our staff 
interviewed 
them 
on their 
experience 
so far.  
Infographic by 
Corinne Magner
Photos by 
Ashleigh Garcia

Home Country: 
Hannover, Germany 
Host Family: 
Caleb and Keana Moffatt

Home Country: 
Madrid, Spain 
Host Family: 
Jeremy and Marci Payton 

Home Country: 
Bilbao, Spain
Host Family:
Carol and Larry Payton


