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Art by Taylor Patton

New Group Coming 
Together to Gain Student 
Input on School Issues

A Season 
to Gather
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This school year has 
brought about many 
policy changes for the 
school, with mixed 
reactions from students. 
These changes have 
led to tension between 
students, teachers 
and administrators. 
To help combat this, 
Principal Sherry Wise 
has begun the creation 
of the Student Advisory 
Committee, or SAC.

The planning for this 
committee began before 
the pandemic, but had 
to be pushed back while 
our school navigated 
protocols, regulations and 
mandates. Now 
that the school 
is starting to 
get back on 
its feet, the 
creation 
of this 
committee 
has become 
a priority. 

For the 
first stage of this 
process, Wise sent the 
teachers a form to fill 
out. On this form, they 
could nominate students 
to be on the committee 
as well as what activities 
those students are 
involved in. The activities 
are important because 
they share student 
involvement, which can 
lead to a more diverse 
group of students.

“I want a diverse 
cross-section of everybody. 
I want the kid who is 
the athlete, the kid who 
is the valedictorian, the 
ICC kid, the student 
who is not one of those 

top kids in the class. 
I want Paoli to be a 
school where everybody 
feels like they’re on an 
equal playing field, and 
everybody has a voice in 
what happens,” said Wise.

After students 
are nominated by 
the teachers, the 
recommendations 
go to the school FLI 
committee, a select group 
of teachers that focus 
on leadership and policy 
issues that may impact 
the school. Once selected, 
the students will meet 
with Wise about once a 
month to discuss school 

events and concerns. 
Rather than just 

complain about 
issues, the 
goal is to 
introduce 
solutions 
or to 

establish an 
understanding 

on why things 
happened.

“My philosophy is that 
we can’t change what’s 
happened in the past, we 
have to look at solutions. 
I’m going to really work 
on making it a solutions 
based committee. If 
it’s a student centered 
community where [the 
students] have some 
ownership in what’s 
happening, 
[they 
are] more 
likely to be 
successful,” 
said Wise.

Admin Forming 
Leadership Group
Wise Seeks Student Input to 
Improve the School Environment

“If it’s a student 
centered community 
where [the students] 

have some ownership in 
what’s happening, [they 

are] more likely to be 
successful,”

•Principal
Dr. Sherry Wise

On Tuesday, November 30, PHS 
will be hosting a college and career fair 
for all high school students to attend. 
The event will take place in 
the upper gym from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m., and between 
30 and 50 colleges and 
businesses will be in 
attendance (see list below). 
This event was put into works 
by College Advising Corps 
Adviser Cody Martin. 

“It is a really weird time of the 
year for seniors because most of them 
have already submitted applications, 
but this is a chance for them to look 
and make sure they didn’t miss any 
colleges. It is also really geared towards 
juniors who need to start thinking 

about [college]. It is a really good 
opportunity for them to learn more not 
just about college but about entering 
the workforce as well,” said Martin.

In addition to Paoli students, 
the event will also be open to the 
surrounding schools in hopes of 
exposing as many students as possible 
to all of the possibilities post-high 
school. It is an opportunity for any 
student to learn more 
about their options after 
graduation.

“I think [the fair] 
could benefit a lot of 
kids, not just Paoli’s. I 

am so excited about what’s 
to come,” said Principal 
Dr. Sherry Wise.

Michael
Hannon

Senior
Staff Writer

UNIVERSITIES:
Indiana Wesleyan
Brescia
Western Kentucky
Louisville
Valparaiso
Evansville
Kentucky*
Carson-Newman*
Vincennes
Purdue
Indiana State
Eastern Michigan
Morehead State
Xavier*
Manchester
Indiana-Bloomington

Bellarmine
Vincennes-Jasper
Indiana-Southeast
Spalding
Eastern Kentucky

COLLEGES:
Wilmington
Franklin
Kentucky Wesleyan

TECH:
Indiana
Ivy Tech Sellersburg
Purdue Polytechnic-New 
Albany

COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
Indiana State Police
Union 136 Plumbers & Pipe 
Fitters
Palmer Trucks
Busick Heating & Cooling
ISI - Infrastructure Systems 
Inc.
Hughes Milling
French Lick Resort
IU Health
AT&T
Orange County Animal Clinic
Walmart 

Michael
Hannon

Senior
Staff Writer

Future Planning Event Coming Nov. 30

On November 15, PHS Youth Council members held 
a presentation on philanthropy in the cafeteria for 
all seventh grade students for National Philanthropy 
Day. (Left) Senior Corinne Magner describes what 
philanthropy is and how students can engage in 
philanthropy themselves. (Above) Senior Amanda 
Bowles begins the presentation on philanthropy 
with an introduction on giving. Photos by Laykin Busick

Philanthropy Day Educates Junior High

*Tentatively Planning to Attend

REPRESENTATIVES PLANNING TO ATTEND
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Friday, October 29 was the first official day of eighth grade 
English teacher Mariah Buchanan’s teaching career at PHS. 

While it was her first day as a teacher at Paoli, it is not her first 
overall. Buchanan graduated from PHS in 2015. From there she 
attended college at Indiana University Southeast.

In 2019, Buchanan graduated with two degrees after only four 
years of college. She received her Bachelors in Spanish and English. 
These degrees allow her to teach both language and literature, as 
well as to translate. 

“I chose to study English and Spanish because they are broad 
areas of study and didn’t force me to stick to one career path. I was 
unsure of what I really wanted to do, and these degrees have opened 
many doors and opportunities for me,” said Buchanan.

One of these career paths was teaching, and as of the beginning 
of the school year, she was hired. Buchanan was completing her 
postgraduate program at the time and as a result, was required to 
student teach for 10 weeks.

She taught with fourth grade teacher Liana Baker at Throop 
for this duration. Since Buchanan was occupied with doing so, 
a substitute was necessary to cover her position until she was 
finished. Coupled with these responsibilities, Buchanan was tasked 
with creating lesson plans for her classes, wrestling coach JD 
Emerick filled in for her.

“[While student teaching,] I learned a lot about the foundations 
of reading and writing that will help me better understand the 
needs of middle schoolers in my English class,” said Buchanan.

Buchanan is now licensed in several different areas. She is 
certified for teaching K-5 Elementary, 6-12 Language Arts and K-12 
English as a new language.

Buchanan has had several jobs through the years that have 
made teaching seem like the perfect fit for her. She has worked as 
a reference librarian which entailed helping students and anyone 
else who needed it with their research. In addition, Buchanan was 
a literacy tutor at Mt. Tabor Elementary School in New Albany 
during college. She taught many homeschooled students Spanish 
as well, along with English Sign Language for international online 
companies.

Buchanan’s desire to help her community led her to choosing 
this path. Her passion for reading, writing and literacy have made 
her look forward to this new job as well.

“I’m most excited about sharing my love for reading and writing 
with others,” said Buchanan.

Now that she is officially in her own classroom, Buchanan has 
her students working on strong argumentative writing, 
including text evidence and using citations correctly.

She hopes to provide a foundational curriculum for 
her students in this first year that they will be able to 
build off of in the future. As of next year, Buchanan 
plans to create different units that are more fun for 
students to learn from and will better engage them in 
reading and writing.

In Front of the Class  Buchanan instructs her eighth grade students. Photo by Fletcher Cole.

Masden 
Embry

Junior
Staff Writer

Buchanan Returns Following 
Throop Student Teaching

Back in the Classroom 

SUPERBURGER
812-723-4445

600 W Main St Paoli
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Farm-to-Table Goes High Tech
The Ag Business class has added 

some new features to their program 
recently. They have been very active 
and involved in many events since the 
start of the school year. 

The main feature added is the new 
QR codes on the packaging for their 
meat products, a big technological 
advancement for the program. 

“[The QR code] will direct you to 
our website, and basically there are 
different pages for the program that 
people will be able to see directly where 
the food they are buying is coming from. 
Plus, it shows how the animals are 
being cared for and how the students 
learn and care for them along the way,” 
said Ag Business teacher Cory Scott. 

Though the QR codes and program 
will only work for the pigs on campus, 
the overall goal for the students is to 
help consumers have more transparency 
in where their food comes from.

“[The project] will help us get more 
products sold and get more brand and 
name recognition out there. It’s really a 
model that businesses should use to get 
more transparency for the food supply. 
So, hopefully, it will get us some more 
recognition as well,” said Scott. 

The project is just in the beginning 
states of the Paoli Farm-to-Table 
program. Though it is going to be mostly 
sold back to the school, there is still 
an opportunity for some of the meat 
products to be sold to the community. 

“We are gonna sell it to anyone who is 
interested in buying it. We are going to 
be selling mostly to the school though. 
There are certain products the school 
can’t serve, like ribs for example, that 
we sell to the public, and any of the 
excess that the school can’t buy is open 
to anyone who would want it,” said 
Scott. 

In September, the department 
welcomed guests from the Maker Mobile 
program at Indiana University. The 
guests worked to help with the QR code 
advancement, offering assistance with 
the process to make it more efficient. 

One student in particular that has 
played a major role in this process is 
senior Carson Little. 

“The people from Bloomington were 
here to help us make the stickers we are 

going to use on our products and help us 
create the QR code,” said Little. 

According to the IU Bloomington 
website, the Maker Mobile program 
‘works with host sites to set up 
temporary maker space environments 
so that your school or organization can 
introduce maker education within your 
own space.’ 

“They came and helped us organize 
our website and helped develop some 
logos. They also helped develop a little 
bit better of a marketing plan for the 
products here at the school,” said Scott.

The class’s goal is to have the 
program done before Christmas Break, 
and as of right now, they are on the 
right track to do so.

“Ag Business is going good. We have 
been working on our website for a while 
now and we are just about 
finished with it,” said 
Little. 

For more information 
about the project, visit 
the Paoli Farm-To-Table 
website linked on the PHS 
homepage.

Cleaning Up Sophomore Taisha Robbins helps to clean 
one of the pig pens in the barn. Photo by Mackenzie Gilliatt

Peyton 
Baker
Freshman

Staff Writer

On December 2-4, the PHS Drama Club will 
be performing their fall musical Descendants, a 
movie adaptation centered around the children 
Disney’s worst villains and their integration back 
into a world of goodness. The shows will begin 
at 7 p.m. each night in the Uyesugi Auditorium 

and admission will be $5 a ticket. 

News to Know
“Descendants” Take 
Stage in December

A Premiere of PHS 
Student Talents
On Sunday, December 12, the music 

department will be hosting their annual 
Holiday Concert. It will be held in the Uyesugi 

Auditorium and will feature the junior high 
and high school concert bands and choirs. The 

music selection consists of popular holiday 
songs along with classic holiday concert pieces. 

Calling All Drummers
This year, winter percussion will be starting 

back up again for the first time since 2013. The 
directors for this season are Brandon Nunez. 
Judah Gehl, and Christian Karkosky. The show 

theme this year is “La Rosa”, and the composers 
are Dan Bryan and Aaron Hines. Movements 

include “Red Paintings”, “Reserved Ground” and 
“Underground Revival”. The first rehearsal will 
be on Tuesday, November 23 from 6-8:30 p.m. 
in the band room. Anyone interested in joining 

can contact Mr. Karkosky. 

Join PHS Winter Guard
Winter guard is starting up again for the 

arts department. It is open for any student 
in grades 7-12, and there is no previous 
experience required to join. Informative 
meetings and rehearsals will be held on 

November 22 and 23 from 6-8 p.m. in the high 
school band room for prospective members. 

These rehearsals will also be open to any 
students in grades 4-6 who are interested in 

joining the cadet winter guard. The theme for 
this year’s show is still undecided. 
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The education professions class 
is a course offered at PHS that gives 
students the opportunity to aid 
teachers at the elementary school. 
The students help in any way they 
can, whether that be assisting 
students with their work or 
gathering supplies, all while getting 
a first-hand experience on what it’s 
like to be a teacher. 

 Education Professions teacher 
Danelle Manship teaches  five 
students from Paoli and four from 
Springs Valley. The students at 
Valley are all online. The course 
counts as a dual credit course and if 
students take it as a junior they are 
able to take Education Professions 
II as a senior.

“I want the students to get first 
hand experience on what it is like to 
be a teacher. Less and less students 
go into the teaching profession, so 
this is a good way to bring them into 
that experience,” said Manship. 

Taking this class gives students 
many benefits, including earning 
college credits which can help them 
graduate early and get a teaching 
degree in college.

“I plan to pursue a career in 
education and this class allows me 
to prepare for my desired major 
in college. It is also a Dual-Credit 
course which will roll over credits 
in college and contributes to the 
Indiana College Core,” said senior 
Amanda Bowles.

Bowles goes down to Throop to 
get hands-on experience with third 
grade students.

“I do anything from reading 
to the students, monitoring tests, 
and practicing math facts. I love 
going down to Throop. Within the 
first week, the third graders that I 
work with already knew my name, 
and I get a bundle of hugs every 
time I leave. Since I am older, they 
enjoy working with me and I am 
always asked for help by them,” 
said Bowles, “Being a role model to 
these kids is really something that I 
cherish. This class allows me to get 
a head start on my future learning. 
I also plan to sub at Paoli Schools 
until I earn my degree so I will have 
even more classroom experience. 
Who knows I might be back at Paoli 
Schools as an elementary teacher by 
the time today’s seventh graders are 
seniors.”

The students are also involved 
in AVID teacher Tammy Noble’s 
program as certified AVID tutors. 

“The education professions 
students help AVID students with 
their tutorials. They have been 
trained in the tutorial process 
and help guide the AVID students 
through the process.  They keep 
the discussion moving in tutorials 
and help groups to stay on task 
to accomplish more 
during their tutorial 
time,” said Noble.

 This course is 
available to any 
junior or senior and 
can be taken next 
semester or next year 
to those interested.

Student Teaching Senior Amanda Bowles teaches students as a part of her education 
professions class. Photo by Harley Poe.

Students Take Control of Class 

Jeremiah 
Hutcheson

Freshman
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, October 27, 
students of child development 
teacher Danelle Manship’s 
first period class held a baby 
shower to reveal the gender 
of and to celebrate a special, 
upcoming assignment. 
Starting the following Friday, 
students would begin taking 
home a joyful bundle of 
plastic and computer parts, 
in the annual “computerized 
baby” assignment. 

Manship has five babies in 
total. Each is programmed 
through a website to cry 
whenever she cues them to. 
The babies turn on Friday 
evening at 4 p.m. and off 
again on the following 
Sunday at 10 p.m. During 
this time the parent is 
expected to care for the baby. 

Each student wears a 
wristband with a “fob” they 

can chime whenever they 
care for the baby. When it 
cries, they will either have to 
give it a bottle or change its 
diaper. Both are censored to 
show the action of the baby 
and record it to the website. 

It is also a commitment 
with reputable consequence. 
Another part of the project is 
to take the babies out to three 
different, public locations 
throughout the weekend and 
to record the reactions of 
people around them.

“I want my students to 
learn the 
responsibilities 
and time 
commitment 
that comes with 
having a child,” 
said Manship. Joz

Kempf
Senior

Staff Writer

Part-Time Student 
Parenting Begins

With the holidays coming 
up, the Salvation Army Angel 
Trees are out in stores with 
names of children in need of 
gifts for the season. 

Hoosier Hills PACT 
brought the Angel Tree 
a little closer to home by 
starting one of their own at 
PHS. Because most other 
Christmas programs pertain 
to children from newborns 
through the age of 14, PACT 
thought it was necessary to 
involve older teenagers.

“Christmas doesn’t 
just stop with elementary 
students,” said PACT Family 
Consultant Jodi Henry.

Henry and other PACT 
representatives took referrals 
from PHS staff and compiled 

a list of 50 angels for the 
tree at the beginning of the 
month. Twenty-six have been 
sponsored so far, leaving 24 
on the tree and 25 on the 
waiting list.

Anyone who wants to 
sponsor an Angel may do so 
by contacting Henry. Gifts 
must be turned into PHS by 
December 15.

“A lot goes into having an 
Angel Tree but it is worth it 
knowing that 
you helped 
provide a little 
Christmas 
cheer to 
kids in the 
community,” 
said Henry.

PACT Angel Tree 
Seeks Sponsors

Masden 
Embry

Junior
Staff Writer



S
p

or
ts

6
N

ov
em

be
r 1

9,
 2

02
1

Bladen Patton 
Point Guard, Basketball

Years Played: 4
What has this sport taught you?
It has taught me a lot of respect and trust. It 
also taught me how to be accountable.
What are you going to miss?
Super Hoops Camp, and playing with my 
friends.
Who has been your biggest influence?
Coach Cole.

Walter McKibbon
Heavyweight Weight Class, Wrestler

Years Played: 1
What has this sport taught you?
It has taught me how to be a man. 
What are you going to miss about this 
sport?
Hanging with my  friends. 
Who has been your biggest influence?
My mom.

Hannah Albertson 
138 Pound Weight Class, Wrestler

Years Played: 4
What is your favorite memory?
Girls State.
What will you miss most?
The laughs and friendships it has brought.
What has wrestling taught you?
It has taught me to not give up in difficult 
situations.

John Moon 
Small Power Forward, Basketball

Years Played: 4
What is your favorite memory?
Winning Sectional.
What are you going to miss?
Team bonding activities.
Who has been your biggest influence?
The seniors who played during my freshman 
year.

Carson Little
Power Forward, Center, Basketball

Years Played: 4
What is your favorite memory?
Hitting a three in a Regional game.
What are you going to miss?
The locker room parties after a big win.
What is your favorite quote from a coach?
“Get a haircut, you look like a hooligan.” 
-Coach Scott Blankenbaker

Gracie Walls 
Shooting Guard, Small Forward, Basketball

Years Played: 4
What is your favorite quote from a coach?
“If you knew you didn't have the chance to 
play tomorrow, what would you do differently 
today?” Coach Crews
What are you going to miss?
I will miss those game day jitters and our rituals.
Who has been your biggest influence?
My mom and dad, they always remind me of my love for this sport, and 
how proud they are of my hard work.

Kinsey McBride
Shooting Guard, Basketball

Years Played: 4
What is your favorite memory?
Vincennes Camp with my team.
What has this sport taught you?
It has taught me how to stay confident.
Who has been your biggest influence?
Coach Ross.

Kacey McBride 
Point Guard, Basketball

Years Played: 4
What are you going to miss about this 
sport?
Having something to do after school.
Who has been your biggest influence?
My brother.
What has this sport taught you?
Working as a team is when we do the best.

Samson Johnson 
120 Pound Weight Class, Wrestler

Years Played: 4
Who has been your biggest impact?
JD.
What is your favorite memory?
When Kizer got ice cream and missed his 
weight.
What has this sport taught you?
If it’s difficult, try it.

Caleb Jones
Small Power Forward, Basketball 
Years Played: 4
What is your favorite memory?
Winning Sectional.
Who has been your biggest impact?
All of my coaches.
What has this sport taught you?
To work hard and never give up.

Senior Leaders: Winter Sports Edition
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On Tuesday, November 9, an informational 
meeting was held in the library for any interested 
junior high students to discuss the plan for the 2021 
junior high basketball cheer squad. Typically junior 
high cheer begins during football season but were 
unable to begin due to not having a coach for the 
team.

Guidance counselors Rachel Robinson and Katrina 
Brace, as well as English teacher Brooke Goerres 
and Registrar Sara Parks will be coaching the team 
this year. The coaches were ecstatic to have 14 girls 
interested in basketball cheer. 

“I hope these girls have fun and stay interested in 
cheer. I also hope they learn new skills and have fun 
cheering for the basketball teams,” said Robinson.

In addition to Robinson, Brace agrees that these 
girls will gain useful skills to help them throughout 
high school. 

“It’s important for the varsity level. Students 
interested in cheering at the varsity level need to 
know the basics of cheering and being a cheerleader 
in order to be successful at the higher level. Also, 
many of the cheers and chants repeat through the 
years so if they already have prior knowledge of the 
basics they can learn more advanced stunts, etc at the 
varsity level,” said Goerres.

The coaches decided to skip formal tryouts this 
season for the girls, and instead all 
interested students will be allowed to 
cheer. These girls will only be cheering 
at junior high basketball home games.

Goerres had simple advice to those 
students starting this season.

“Give it a shot and see if you like 
it. Don’t be afraid because we are all 
learning,” said Goerres.

New Junior High 
Squad Brings Spirit to 
Sidelines

Ashleigh 
Garcia

Junior
Staff Writer

Learning Spirit Members of the junior high cheer squad 
practice a routine.  Photo by Heather Nichols

Football
The high school 

football season came 
to an end on Friday, 
November 5. The 
team made it all the 
way to the sectional 
championship game, 
where they played 
Triton Central. 
The final score was 
35-37. Varsity’s 
final record for the season is 7-3. “I 
hope next year’s team will build off of 
what us seniors have put into place and 
continue growing. My favorite memory 
has to be scoring my final touchdown 
in the sectional final game in honor of 
my grandma who passed earlier in the 
week.” said senior Carson Little. The 
team will have to put in a lot of work 
during the summer and offseason to 
fill in the roles of the 16 graduating 
seniors. Junior high ended their season 
on October 9 against Mitchell. Eighth 
grade’s record was 3-1, and seventh 
grade’s record was 3-2.

Girls Basketball
After facing some 

challenging teams to 
start off the season, 
the varsity girls 
basketball team 
has a record of 1-3, 
and junior varsity’s 
is 3-1. Head Varsity 
Coach Donavan 
Crews is already 
faced with a good 
problem, having 
too many players. There are 21 players, 
but he thinks that they will keep 
pushing and being competitive for spots. 
“I’m looking forward to seeing this group 
play like they are capable and how they 
played this summer.  It’s a great group 
to coach and one of the most competitive 
I’ve been around.” said Crews. Crews 
also thinks that sophomore Carley 
Higgins will step up and play a larger 
role for varsity throughout the season. 
Other players who he sees playing some 
varsity minutes this year are junior 
River Fleming, sophomore Ella Spires, 
and freshman Jericho Hopper.

The junior high team has also 
gotten a start to their season, and have 
played one game. Eighth grade 1-0, and 
seventh grade 0-1.

Boys 
Basketball

After football 
season came to an 
end, high school 
boys basketball 
started. The 
team has 
not only 
put in work 
during the 
summer, but also during open gym. The 
team’s captains this year are yet to be 
announced. “We have four seniors that 
are planning to play this season. Caleb 
Jones, Bladen Patton, John Moon, and 
Carson Little.  We always rely on our 
Seniors to bring some leadership and 
toughness to our teams and this year 
will be no different,” said Varsity Head 
Coach Dusty Cole. You can come see 
the boys play in their first game on 
Saturday, November 21 at Clarksville 
starting at 7.

The junior high has played one 
game. Eighth grade 1-0, and seventh 
grade 1-0.

Wrestling
High school 

wrestling also 
started up when 
football ended. 
There will be some 
new members 
along with 
freshmen this 
season. “My 
main reason why I am doing it again is 
because I missed doing it last year so 
I’m doing it this year and it’s my senior 
year,” said senior Walter McKibbon, 
who wrestled when he lived in Nevada. 
Their first meet is November 30, home 
against Providence High School. The 
junior high’s schedule is yet to be 
released.

Senior Marcus McGuire 
runs the ball up the 

field. 
Photo by Faith Gammon

Junior Isaac Cornett-McBride 
shoots a freethrow.

Courtesy Photo

Junior Jackie Crews sets 
up the offense.
Courtesy Photo

Junior Austin Bernales 
pins an opponent. 

Courtesy Photo

Sports Recap & Preview Infographic by Carley 
Higgins and Jackie Crews
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Pride Ends Season at Finals
From the very first day of 

band camp to the very last note 
at State Finals, the Pride of Paoli 
has grown and overcame many 
challenges throughout the season. 
Before the it started, there was 
uncertainty about the season 
because of the cancellation last 
year due to COVID. There were 
also concerns about the number of 
members. In the very beginning, 
there were a total of 12 members 
signed up to be in the marching 
band. By the end of the season, 
the band was able to expand to 
35 members. Along with many 
new band members, the band also 
welcomed a new band director: 
Christain Karkosky. 

“[This season was] really 
really great.  It was an incredibly 
rewarding season and I can 
not wait to do it again,” said 
Karkosky.

This year’s show was called 
“On The Waterfront” and the 
music was based on Leonard 
Bernstein’s symphonic suite “On 
The Waterfront.” By the end of 
the year, the band was able to 
contribute several general effect 
things including gold sashes, two 
docks, six backdrops, and fake 

seagulls. 
“I’m glad we were able to 

add the sashes for state. It really 
created a cool moment in the 
show,” said senior Kylee Charles.

Throughout the first 
invitationals, the band was able 
to maintain top four in their class. 
The band was also able to host 
their annual Paoli Invitational, 
hosting over 15 bands.

“The Pride had a great first 
full marching band season in 
two years. I know for the kids 
it felt great,” said Band Booster 
President Bobbie Cox.

On Saturday, November 6, 
the Pride of Paoli performed their 
show one last time at ISSMA 
State Finals. They placed tenth, 
making them top 10 in the state 
in Class D.

“The season was a huge 
success.  We were able to design 
and perform a 
really interesting 
and difficult show, 
and getting to State 
Finals for another 
year is always a 
really nice way to 
end the season,” 
said Karkosky.

1 2 3

4

5 6

1) Members of the brass section kneel in accordance with their 
choreography during their performance at Lucas Oil Stadium. 
2) Drum major Angie Ceja salutes to the judges and audience before 
the performance commences.
3) Siblings and percussionists sophomore Dyson and junior Nova 
Nichols play their marimbas side by side. 

4) Members of the Pride of Paoli stand in their retreat block awaiting 
the award ceremony.
5) The woodwinds play the ballad portion of the performance. 
6) Junior Caitlyn Taylor waves her flag representing a storm cloud as 
part of the color guard. 
Photos by Casey Wilcox.

Seniors bundle up in their cozy socks and blankets from all the band moms.
From left: Marissa Fleenor, Johna Wininger, Angie Ceja, Kylee Charles, Michael 
Hannon, Haley Cox, Elijah MacDonald. Photo by Casey Wilcox.

On the night before state, the band spent the night at 
Columbus North High School. They held their traditional band 
party followed by the senior ceremonies. During the ceremony, 
they received gifts from the band parents including customized 
blankets with their names on them along with Pride of Paoli 
Band ornaments. Karkosky gave a short speech about each senior 
and gave them their seniors medals which they wore during 
their performance at state. Following the band directors senior 
speeches, all the adults were sent out of the room for the senior 
talk with the band. They wrapped the night up by playing Cadillac 
Of The Skies, a Pride tradition. 

“I am so  proud of this group of seniors and members. They 
have had to deal with so much over the last two years thanks to 
COVID and director changes. When it comes to our seven seniors, 
there aren’t enough words to speak of the leadership and heart 
this group has. I think that has helped make it such a successful 
year,” said Cox.

Angie 
Ceja
Senior

Staff Writer
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Staff Review

In the past two years during the pandemic, 
we’ve spent an extensive amount of time at 
home and quarantined. This time at home 
seemed to make online shopping more popular, 
which also fueled my addiction to online 
shopping. I have a bad habit of browsing 
online stores and adding way too many things 
to my cart I know I can’t afford. 

Through my experience with online 
shopping, I was able to discover my favorite 
online store: Shein. Shein is 
a super affordable store that 
sells just about anything. 
They sell clothes for men, 
women, and children, 
accessories, jewelry, home 
decorations, and much more 
for really cheap prices. Once 
you get past the whole idea of 
how and where their products 
are made,  it’s actually a great 
if not the best online shopping 
option.

Although Shein has really 
great products to choose from, 
there are a few tips and tricks 
you must know if you plan on 
buying products from there. 

First is how to find products that best fit 
your style or that are “trending”. One thing 
I love to do to help me find some really great 
products from Shein is watch Shein Hauls 
on YouTube or TikTok. You’d be surprised 
how many great products you can find just 
from watching those. Most of them give their 
personal reviews of the product as well. This is 
a great way to see what you’re buying on other 
people besides the store models. It’s also a nice 
way to see the different ways products can be 
styled. 

Another tip to keep in mind when shopping 
online is looking at the reviews. This is crucial 
when it comes to online shopping. Since you’re 
not buying your products in store, you’re 
unable to check out the material and quality 

of the product in person. I never buy anything 
online without looking at the reviews first. It’s 
helpful to look at more than one review to get 
the most accurate sense of your product. On 
Shein, it provides a couple different ways to 
review them such as inserting a picture, giving 
the product a star rating, a size accuracy 
chart, and of course a written review from the 
product. This is one of my favorite features on 
their website because it allows me to analyze 

and compare it in different ways 
before I buy it. I’ve made the 
mistake of not looking at the 
reviews before and ended up with 
some pretty sketchy products that 
looked nothing like the picture, so 
once again it’s very important to 
look at the reviews before you buy 
anything.

One important thing you 
need to know about Shein is the 
amount of time it takes for it to be 
packaged, shipped, and received. 
When it comes to bigger hauls, it 
may take up to two weeks to get 
your order in. So just remember 
if you’re ever planning on buying 

something for a certain event to order it at 
least two weeks before. Sometimes you may 
get lucky and your products come in within a 
week, but that’s not always the case.

I have been able to order many great 
products from Shein and 9/10 times I’m very 
satisfied with them. I mainly get clothes but 
I’ve also bought other things such as belts, 
socks, jewelry, hair accessories, fake nails, car 
and room decorations, and even 
bathing suits. I know a lot of my 
friends who also buy products 
from there are usually satisfied 
with their purchase. Even with 
the cheap material that they’re 
made from, Shein products are by 
far one of the best products I have 
bought online.

Shopping with Shein
Ceja’s Shopping Tips for Online Store

Angie 
Ceja
Senior

Staff Writer
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Meet the __________________
We surveyed our eighth 

graders about Thanksgiving. 
Take a look at these fun 

facts to get to know them 
better.

Eighth Grade

“My mom.”
•William Terrell

Who or 
what 
are you 
most 
thankful 
for? 

Must Have: 
Thanksgiving Dish

We asked eighth graders what the most necessary 
foods are for a full meal at Thanksgiving dinner. 

Here are their responses.

Mashed Potatoes 11

Turkey 8

Rolls 5

What is the best Thanksgiving pie?

“My parents.”
•Donavan Mosier

“My grandma.”
•JaCoby Piper

“Definitely my 
mother.”

•Taylor Morgan

“My parents 
taking me to 

band.”
•Tyler Drzewiecki

“My family.”
•Tabitha Adams

“ My aunt.”
•Madison Collier

“Friends and 
family.”

•Libby Newkirk

“My papaw.”
•Jonathan Huff

We asked the eighth grade to choose what they would prefer as a pie 
for a Thanksgiving dessert. Their choices were pumpkin, apple, cherry, 

chocolate, or any other flavors of pie. Here’s what they said.

Mac & Cheese 4

Stuffing

Ham

Gravy 3

3

4

votes

votes

votes

votes

votes

votes

votes

Pumpkin: 
38.7%

Cherry 
3.2%

Apple: 
16.1%

“My amazing 
sister Taylor.”

•Tori Patton

“Family, friends 
and freedom.”

•Billy Bob Apple

“Being around 
great friends an 

family.”
•Rowan Chastain

Chocolate: 
25.8%

Other: 
16.1%

Art by Taylor Patton
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Staff Editorial

The formation of a new committee is afoot at PHS. The Student 
Advisory Council (SAC) is a project the administration has taken 
on with the hope to unite students and staff and bring about 
positive change to the school. 

Students are excited about this, ready to have their voices 
heard. In order to ensure this, they have a few ideas about who 
should be on the council. We asked our staff who they thought 
would best suit the role of a Student Advisory Council member 
and many mentioned fellow students by name. 
However, these students all fit into 
certain demographics – ones who 
will represent the student body and 
speak in their favor. 

Athletes, band members and 
class officers were a common 
answer. Additionally, those who 
do not participate in any activities 
were brought up. Students in all 
grades, from all backgrounds need 
to have their opinions made known. 
The main priority of our staff is to 
have students on the council who 
aren’t afraid to speak their mind and 
who won’t sugarcoat the school-wide 
issues that demand more attention. 

Our staff members also have 
suggestions on the problems that should be 
raised to attention first. 

An ever-popular topic is the dress code. 
While it is always a point of tension between 
students and staff, the dress code rules are still 
somewhat vague. Our staff believes that it needs to be 
clearly defined and not just subjective to teachers and 
administrators. 

A huge issue, many of our staff members feel, is the 
stress that is put on the dress code in the first place. We 
acknowledge that it is not the teachers’ fault. They have 
to make sure students follow the dress code as dictated by 
administrators, but we believe that is the problem. We don’t think 
the administration quite understands what it’s like to be a student 
anymore – especially in these times. Many students struggle to 
make themselves go to school in the first place and being worried 
about their outfits should not be a main concern. 

We believe the concern should be schoolwork, but the focus is 
never on academics at PHS. What school is supposed to be about is 
seldom, if ever touched on. This leads to the need for celebration of 
academically successful students. The work so many students put 
in to maintaining their grades is never recognized, which our staff 
finds to be a terrible oversight. There is no motivation for students 
to do well if all they ever are is looked and talked down upon. 

The tardiness policy is yet another area our staff thinks could 
use reforming. Teachers are told to count students tardy in the 

mornings if they aren’t in class by 8:10 a.m. This sounds perfectly 
reasonable; students should be in class on time. When one factors 
in the context, however, being on time becomes nearly impossible. 

Many students are in zero hour which releases at 7:50 a.m. 
Students then have to walk to the locker room, shower, change 
their clothes, get breakfast, go to their lockers to put their 
backpacks away and get to class before that bell rings. When 
breakfast lines are halfway to the cafeteria doors with one line 
open the majority of the time, it is impossible for students to be in 
their seats by the second bell with the most important meal of the 
day in their system. Perhaps if school started at 8:15 a.m. like it 

has in the past, there were more breakfast workers 
to keep up with the morning rush and students 

were allowed to bring their backpacks to class, 
this would not be as difficult. This morning 
breakfast rush is also not taking into account 
bus riders who may have varying times of 
arrival. 

Similarly, our staff thinks that meal times 
are too short. With the passing period lasting 

five minutes and students having to go to their 
lockers to get their lunches or put things away, 

lunch is then only 25 minutes. This leads 
students to rushing their meals, especially 

when one has to wait to be called to the 
lunch line, which is not ideal.

Students, overall, need help. 
New students are one example. It is 
especially hard for students to move 
schools when they’re in high school. 

Everyone already has their friend 
groups established, so students find it 

tough to make a place for themselves. 
Even students who moved here in the last 

couple of years still feel somewhat isolated 
from others – like they haven’t been accepted 

yet. We think initiative needs to be taken to 
not only welcome these transfers, but continue to 

include them throughout school.
Student mental health is a big issue at PHS. With extreme 

stress, a never-ending workload and what is mostly viewed as a 
hostile learning environment, mental breakdowns are bound to 
happen. No student is a stranger to the fact that sometimes it 
is simply too hard to be at school and a break is necessary. As a 
result, many of us take mental health days. Our staff believes these 
mental health days should be provided for students and accepted 
as excused absences – one or so per grading period to give students 
a day to breathe. 

We think all of these issues should be addressed by the Student 
Advisory Council. If they are a committee able to make a difference, 
the SAC needs to tackle matters that the student body cares about 
even if they are tough topics to fix.

New Student Advisory Council Brings Hope to Media Staff

Art by Taylor Patton
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Staff Column
My last first buzzer sounded on Thursday, November 4 of my 

senior basketball season. Spending summer after summer in last 
season’s creased shoes, months on end with identical after-school-
practice routines, and years with that same school on the front of your 
jersey is a hard thing to fathom letting go of. This sport has been my 
main source of fuel for my entire high school career. It has brought me 
more love, passion, and memories than any other experience I have 
been through. I never would have guessed something so general in 
the lives of others would teach me so much about myself. Sure, I’m no 
Michael Jordan, but I do have the love for the game and the love for 
those who have pushed me harder to be my best. 

This undoubtedly sounds cliche, but I give my mother and father 
full credit for how far I have come in basketball. Playing year round 
is not cheap, especially when three out of the four of your younger 
siblings do the same. With my dad coaching me in junior high and 
my mom being on the varsity coaching staff since I was a freshman, 
they’ve been there every step of the way. Even though it can be 
irritating sometimes, I know their words of wisdom I constantly 
receive from them have all the best intentions and help in the long 
run (for the most part). I am forever grateful for the hours they have 
spent with me in the gym working on the things I struggle with, being 
patient when I get frustrated and want to give up and being the best 

supporters a girl could ask for. This sport has 
created a bond between my parents and I that 

nothing else has ever come close to, and I 
am thankful for the relationship it has 
brought me. 

When it comes to coaches and 
teammates, I was blessed with the 
best my junior and senior year. Varsity 
Head Coach Donavan Crews has always 

shown each one of us that he wants 
us to be the best we can be and always 

works just as hard behind the scenes as his 
players do on the court. His leadership and 

motivational skills are traits that are difficult to 
find in other coaches. I always know that when he is telling me what 
I did wrong he is doing it for my own good and wants me to improve. 
Being able to be a positive yet constructive coach is probably the most 
important quality to me. Not only Crews but all of the rest of the 
coaches on the staff show this to my teammates and I and make sure 
we know that they only want to see us succeed in both life and our 

sport. 
When it comes to teammates… I’ve been blessed with the best. It’s 

not common to be given a team who wants it just as much as you do. 
We are willing to put in the work and make each other better -- each 
and every single one of us. We all know what we are capable of as a 
team and will not stop until we achieve our highest potential. 

Besides all of the amazing relationships basketball has brought 
me, it has also taught me a lot, not just fundamentally but also 
valuable life lessons. The inevitability of failure, the importance of 
teamwork, patience, and physical health, and that hard work and 
determination can make anything possible. Sometimes basketball can 
take a lot of time and work, especially during the season. This has also 
helped me become more mentally and emotionally tough, teaching me 
how to manage my time and learn from my mistakes. 

This sport has always been something for me to fall back on. 
When I’m having a bad day, I just tell myself that I have basketball 
practice after school and that will make me feel better. 
It’s become something I crave, something I feel a need 
to do on certain days, something that has become a part 
of me. Although I just recently had my final first buzzer 
sound, I am already dreading the day that the last will 
ring in my ears. But, until then, I am forever grateful 
for everything this sport has taught me and brought me. 
I wouldn’t trade the time I have dedicated to it for the 
world. 

Walls Reflects on Final Senior Season

Gracie 
Walls
Senior

Staff Writer

Above Left: Walls poses with one of her biggest supporters, her mom 
Stacey, after the North vs. South Game. Above Right: Walls stands 
with her other biggest supporter, her dad Kurt, after a tournament win.
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1. History teacher Chris Lindley talks about 
the Tomb of the Unknown Solider. 2. Junior 
Adin Monroe reads “What A Veteran Knows”. 
3. Seniors Kylee Charles and Michael Hannon 
play each of the military branches’ songs. 4. 
Freshman choir member Mary Cook sings 
“America the Beautiful”. 5.  Junior Austin Benales 
greets Navy veteran Thom Dupuis, grandfather 
of Dexter and Gracie Brown. 
Photos by Karyas Slaten

On November 11, at 10 
a.m., the annual Veterans Day 
program returned to Chambers 
Gymnasium after two years. Last 
year the event was held virtually 
due to COVID restrictions. This 
year a total of 19 veterans from 
all branches other than the Coast 
Guard were recognized and 
thanked for their service. 

Superintendent Greg Walker 
welcomed and dismissed 
students, staff and 
guests at the 
program and 
Student Council 
President 
Emma McCrary 
led the audience 
in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
Teachers of 
PHS also sang the 
National Anthem. 
Retired U.S. Army Sergeant 
Lance Murphy, introduced 
by senior Gus Radcliff, was the 
guest speaker at the program and 
shared about his time serving 
and what it means to him to be a 
veteran.

“(Murphy) delivered a very 
heartfelt tribute to veterans and 
challenged students to think 
about service to their country,” 
said U.S. History teacher and 
Veterans Day Coordinator Chris 
Lindley. 

Students from Lindley’s 
Advanced U.S. History class 

helped with the program by 
reading poems and articles as 
well as naming off all veterans 
who attended. Junior Lara Brace 
read about the history of Veterans 
Day, junior Adin Monroe read the 
piece “What a Veteran Knows” 
by Joe Carter, and junior Cora 
Austin recited the poem “No, 
Freedom Isn’t Free” by Kelly 
Strong. 

“My students are one of the 
most competent groups I’ve 

had when it comes to 
making things happen. 
They accepted the 
seriousness of what 
they were presenting 
and I appreciated 
that,” said Lindley. 

Freshman Mary 
Cook stepped up and 

represented the PHS 
Choir by singing America 

the Beautiful to the crowd. 
The Pride of Paoli played the 

Salute to the Armed Forces and 
performed Taps for the guests. 

“[For Mary] to stand in 
front of an audience of over 
700 people and to sing with no 
musical accompaniment shows 
some strength of 
character. She never 
hesitated when she 
was asked to sing and 
showed confidence 
throughout the song,” 
said Lindley. 

1

A Personal Salute Junior Nova Nichols greets School Board Vice President Terry Nicholson 
at the Veterans Day program. Photo by Karyas Slaten

Event Pays Tribute 
to American Heroes

Gracie 
Walls
Senior

Staff Writer

4

Murphy
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Blessings 
Continue

2

Backpacks of Blessings, founded in 
2012, is a local non-profit organization 
that helps ensure food-insecure students 
in our community have a reliable supply 
of food while they are not at school. 
President Sean Fahey works along side 
the other board members to make sure  
Backpacks of Blessings is successful 
every year.

“As President of the Backpacks of 
Blessings board, I work with the other 
committee members to make sure our 
food ordering is complete, organize 
fundraisers, and ensure the organization 
keeps moving forward. I am in charge 
of creating our meeting agendas and 
facilitating those meetings,” said Fahey. 

The organization provides blue 
bags of food that are sent home with 
qualifying Throop Elementary students 
each Friday during the school year. 

“To date, our organization has 
distributed over 40,000 blue bags of 
food,” said Fahey. 

Other members who are in the board 
of Backpacks of Blessings include: Mary 
Jo Robinson, Jackie Chaney, Jackie 
Bosley, Debbie Wilson, Nia Manship, 
Angie McSpadden, Chelsey Lankford, 
Bobbie Cox, Stori Sullivan, Stephen 
Tate, Karie Becht, and Cindy Murphy. 

Volunteer groups such as NHS 
help pack during the monthly packing 
events before the bags are distributed 
each week. To help raise funds for the 
supplies and food items, the board has 
sold coffee and in the spring will hold 
their annual BBQ dinner fundraiser the 
first Saturday in April. 

“Students the age of 14 and older 
can volunteer and help the Backpacks 
of Blessings committee. If 
you are a National Honor 
Society member, see Mrs. 
Higgins for dates that 
you can sign-up and help 
with our bag packings. 
Follow us on Facebook! 
@backpackspaoli,” said 
Fahey. 

1. Junior Serenity Sweet finishes decorating her card. 2. Seventh 
graders Addilyn Peyton and Addilyn Moffatt gather their supplies to 
create cards. 3. Sponsor Maria Wishart consults with seventh graders 
Gunner Smith and Zaden Taylor on their creative projects. 4. Senior 
Luke Gibson and sophomore Micaela MacDonald construct their cards.
Photos by TyLynn Taylor

On October 28, the Tri-Hi-Y students 
decorated Halloween cards during a 
homeroom meeting. The group makes 
cards for the nursing home three to fours 
holidays a year to be delivered as a service 
project. Any students interested in helping 
out with the project in the future should 
contact Wishart or join the club’s Google 
Classroom using the code: gbiymp2.

Corrinne 
Magner

Senior
Staff Writer

All in the CARDS
Groups Support Throop 
Program; Fight Hunger

1
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