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You are one in a chameleon!
Page 16

LOVE
SHARING THE

Weeks of numerous 
endings, beginnings, 
old and new make 
spreading the love 
a little more crucial 
this Valentine’s Day.

I think you're 

suffering 

from a lack of 

vitamin me!
Page 8

I scored BIG 
with you!
You’re 

a slam dunk!
Page 6

Our love is priceless!

Page 3
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SUPERBURGER
812-723-4445

600 W Main St Paoli

Michael
Hannon

Senior
Staff Writer

STEM Certification in the works for Junior High Students
In the past few years, classrooms have 

rapidly evolved to become more tech-friendly, 
especially with the threat of virtual learning 
constantly looming over our heads. Strides 
have been made to help students become 
more connected, but having to read from 
a screen can be a difficult way of learning 
material, especially new material. To combat 
this, the school corporation is taking steps to 
get grades K-8 STEM certified.

According to the Indiana Department of 
Education website, STEM certified schools 
“exemplify a highly non-traditional approach 
to education by employing a great deal of 
inquiry, project-based learning, community 
engagement, entrepreneurship, student-
centered classrooms, and out-of-school STEM 

activities.” 
With STEM certification, the school 

would be able to provide students with more 
hands-on learning opportunities, and will 
greatly increase the likelihood of retention 
in the classroom. It will also make material 
more engaging for students as it will provide 
alternative resources for students to interact 
with. This certification will provide options 
across all academics, not just for science and 
math classes.

“[The certification] will provide different 
types of lesson plans teachers can use so 
that there can be hands-on lessons even in 
an English classroom. If you can do hands-
on activities in those classes, it will grab 
the student’s attention a lot more,” said 

superintendent Greg Walker.
In order to get certified, the school is 

partnering with Equitable Educations 
Solutions, a company that specializes in 
STEM certification and Strategic Planning. 
This company has helped other schools 
achieve their STEM certifications, and they 
have a 100 percent success rate. 

“I am hoping our students 
can get more skills they 
normally wouldn’t get without 
those hands-on resources. 
It is also good for the school 
to promote so we can get 
more students attending and 
utilizing those resources,” said 
Walker.

Digital Doc: Partnership To Bring Health Clinic to Campus
Nurse Emme Moore started working at Paoli Community 

Schools in 2019, right before the pandemic began. Moore was 
excited to be able to treat children and work with the staff here at 
Paoli. Unfortunately, the pandemic changed everything and she has 
only been dealing with Covid-19 cases since. 

“Covid-19 has been our primary focus and other health needs 
have taken a backseat,” said Moore. 

However, Moore has been 
planning to start a school based 
Health Clinic which will be right 
here on campus. Moore and her 
staff will be able to examine 
students at school and have 
virtual meetings with other 
health care providers. This 
program is a collaboration with 
Southern Indiana Community 
Health Care (SICHC). The 
providers who will do the 
telehealth visits will be from 
the SICHC offices in Paoli and 

English.

“Parent consent will be required. We plan to have a built in 
consent in Harmony that parents can sign when enrolling their 
student each school year.  However, each time that a student with a 
signed consent meets criteria for a telehealth visit, a parent will be 
contacted to ensure that they want their child to have a telehealth 
visit for this particular illness, injury, occurrence and to see if the 
parent would like to be included in the telehealth appointment via 
video or phone conferencing,” said Moore.

This program, scheduled to start March 7, will be no cost to 
the school because of the grant SICHC received for this program. 
The equipment and diagnostic testing supplies will be provided. 
Students and families will not be billed for these visits and all are 
eligible regardless of insurance coverage.  

Moore also plans on restarting a school health 
advisory committee. She plans for this committee 
to have meetings with students and staff discussing 
health policies. Moore has lots planned to improve our 
school and she’s focused on making sure students are 
the main priority.

“I have lots of compassion when it comes to children 
and I love knowing that I was able to help at least one 
person feel better,” said Moore.

Kenzie 
Gilliatt

Junior
Staff Writer

The new medical iPad is pictured above. 
Photo by Jeremiah Hutcheson
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The Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief, or ESSER 
monies, are funds established under 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act to provide 
financial assistance to schools in order 
to purchase items and services that 
would help students impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

There were three ESSER grants 
allocated to public and charter schools 
over the course of a year. The areas of 
spending for Paoli School Corporation 
were determined by Superintendent 
Greg Walker, members of the 
School Board and other 
administrators. 

“It was a 
collaborative 
effort between 
administration and 
the board,” said 
Walker. 

ESSER I was 
passed on March 27, 
2020 with $354,698.84 
being received by 
the corporation in 
May 2020. This money 
was spent on a wide variety 
of things, including to aid with 
learning. Educational materials were 
purchased along with Chromebooks for 
all students in Kindergarten through 
second grade.

“This enabled us to be completely 
1:1 K-12 and ensured that every 
student had a take-home device to use 
when we went virtual,” said Walker.

Positions were made as well, 
a daytime custodian and nursing 
assistant being added to PHS and 
Throop staff. Disinfectant supplies 
were bought to help prevent COVID-19 
spreading. 

The school was awarded 
$1,531,651.21 in ESSER II monies 
in July 2021 after the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act (CRRSA) was 
passed on December 27, 2020. Funds 
were used to provide stipends for school 
employees, professional development, 

curriculum and programming and 
more cleaning supplies. Additionally, 
technology, Hoosier Hills Pact 
programs, Youth First social workers 
and salaries were areas of ESSER II 
spending. 

The corporation received 
$3,439,871.05 of ESSER III funds in 
the fall of 2021. Again, professional 
development, salaries, technology, 
Youth First social workers and Hoosier 
Hills PACT saw money be put to use. 
The funds were spent in new places 
too, however, such as the EES analytics 

program and learning manipulative 
resources for each teacher. 

Throop got new carpeting 
and furnishing as well 

as a restroom remodel.
“The new 

classroom furniture 
at Throop is more 
up to date,” said 
Walker.

Each of the 
ESSER funds have 

some areas of expense 
in common, perhaps 

the most noticeable in-
school being technology. One 

of the most prominent technological 
purchases is the Viewsonic boards 
found in most every classroom. They 
have made learning a more interactive 
and modern experience for students.

“The new viewsonic boards have 
been a hit,” said Walker.

The ways in which pandemic aid 
has been spent so far have been well 
received and there are more plans for 
the remaining funds. The majority 
of money will go towards salaries for 
nurses, custodians, AVID employees at 
PHS, and WIN and STEM employees 
at Throop. Technology, 
professional development 
along with any other 
staffing needs have been 
budgeted as well. Plans 
could change though, the 
ESSER grants being able 
to be amended if anything 
comes up.

An addition was recently 
made at Paoli Community 
Schools. There have been 
three digital signs placed 
on Elm Street to help 
share information and 
promote the Elementary 
and High School. They are 
similar to the signs at other 
area schools and will serve 
as a communication tool for the community. The 
signs are located in front of both schools and at the 
intersection of Main Street and Elm Street.

“I hope the signs are up and running soon, and 
they will allow us to promote school activities,” said 
Superintendent Greg Walker.

The signs cost the school a total of $59,823.53. 
Heather Nichols will be in charge of the corporation 
sign and each building principal will be in charge of 
the sign for their school.

News to Know
New Signs Up for Information

School Board Changes

A Spending Recap

Masden 
Embry

Junior
Staff Writer

At the January 10 School Board meeting, Lila 
Tucker of the Town of Paoli district was re-elected as 
the school board president. 

Tucker and her fellow board members are 
responsible for securing the well-being of the 
students and ensuring the improvement of Indiana 
schools.

“As members of the board, they employ a 
superintendent and pass and enforce policies,” said 
superintendent Greg Walker. 

Tucker has been a member of the School Board 
since 2015. Her current term ends on December 31, 
2022. Each district votes on and elects an official from 
their own district, but after the 2020 census revealed 
how quickly the Township of Paoli has been growing 
in recent years, they decided on a different approach. 

“Each division must be within 15 percent of being 
equal to each other,” said Walker. 

After going through three different options, they 
settled on keeping an officer for each district, but 
opening up the voting to all residents. 

Next fall, three of the current school board 
members’ terms will be ending, so school board 
elections will be held with this new form of election. 

Story by Jeremiah Hutcheson

Story by Joz Kempf

How ESSER funds have impacted PCSC

“This 
enabled us 

to be completely 
1:1 K-12 and ensured 

that every student had a 
take-home device to use 
when we went virtual.”  

•Superintendent 
Greg Walker

An annual hit, the Mr. PHS competition, is 
coming up. Monday, March 15 at 6 p.m., candidates 
will show off their fitness, attire and talents with the 
help of their coordinators. Admission is $3.

Mr. PHS Coming March 15

Story by Masden Embry
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Along with many other winter activities going on at PHS, the 
band is still in full swing. Due to COVID-19, many of the band 
events were canceled last year including Pep Band, Honor Band and 
Solo and Ensemble. After a year of cancellations, the band is finally 
able to pick back up on their winter festivities. 

The Pep Band season started up again in December. Most 
marching band members participate in pep band. On January 4, 
the band hosted its annual Alumni Night and about 20 alumni band 
members showed up and played with the current band members at 
the girls basketball game. 

“I always look forward to Alumni Night. I love catching up with 
old friends and it gives me an excuse to play my instrument. It’s all 
very nostalgic and brings up a lot of good memories from my time in 
band,” said former band student Livi Sullivan. 

In addition to pep band coming back, selected students from 
the band were able to attend The IMEA Honor Band again this 
year. Seniors Elijah MacDonald, Kylee Charles, Michael Hannon 
and Angie Ceja were selected to be a part of the IMEA band. These 
students traveled to Fort Wayne for the IMEA Honor Band event 
from January 13-15. They had the opportunity to perform in the 
Fort Wayne Embassy Theatre.

“I’m glad that the students were able to have this opportunity 
again after a year of not being able to attend this prestigious event,” 
said Band Director Christain Karkosky.

Along with regular events being brought back, the Winter 
Percussion has started again. Their show theme this year is La 
Rosa, a story about the many ways a rose is represented. There are 
currently 15 students involved and their first competition will be at 
Mr. Vernon on February 19.

“I hope this program could interest more students into music 
because I believe having a winter percussion program would not 
only help out the students that already have experience with 
marching band, but it would help out with students that have little 
to no experience with music and for the people who are already 
have experience it’s a great way for them to learn something new. 
We’re looking forward to this year and I believe the students would 

enjoy it and want to continue this program,” said Winter Percussion 
Director Brandon Nunez.

For the past month and a half, the band students have been 
preparing for their annual Solo and Ensemble Festival. The band 
will be traveled to Jasper Middle School on February 12 to perform 
solos and ensembles in front of judges for the chance to perform at 
State. 

“I’m glad that we get to have this event in person again, 
especially for my senior year,” said senior Haley Cox.

Another event the band is able to perform at is the ISSMA 
Concert Contest. The band will travel to Floyd Central on April 8 
and perform pieces of music in front of judges to receive 
a rating. 

To wrap up the year, the band will be putting on 
their Spring Concert and the date and music pieces are 
still undecided.

“We’re all really excited to get back to doing all the 
normal band events that we like to do. It’s also really 
exciting to start up some new things this year like 
Winter Percussion,” said Karkosky.

Band Members Stay Busy; Continue Contests

Angie 
Ceja
Senior

Staff Writer

Wishart Honored for Golden Deeds

Corinne 
Magner

Senior
Staff Writer

English Teacher Maria Wishart accepts her award from sophomore 
Cambry Tinkle. Photo by Olivia McSpadden

Golden Deeds is an event set up 
once a year by the Orange County 
Community Foundation Youth Council. 
The Youth Council decided as a 
collective group who they believe should 
be 10 people from our community 
who should be recognized and be 
appreciated for roles they play in the 
community. 

This year, one of the people who 
received the reward was English 
Teacher Maria Wishart. Wishart was 
nominated by sophomore Cambry 
Tinkle. 

“I nominated Mrs. Wishart because 
she is involved in Tri-Hi-Y, Drama 
Club, and is an amazing English 
teacher. Overall she just has a big 
impact in the school’s community,” 

stated Tinkle.
Wishart is thankful to have gotten 

the award and will still strive to help 
out in the community years ahead. 

“I think the best thing about this 
program is for the youth involved in 
Youth Council to have a chance to meet 
people in the community and to see the 
kinds of things that people are doing.  
I think that can help inspire them to 
get more involved in their 
community throughout 
their lives as well.  There 
are so many good things 
happening, but it is people 
that make them happen. 
Soon, these youth will 
need to BE those people,” 
said Wishart. 

Seniors Kylee Charles, Elijah MacDonald, Angie Ceja and Michael Hannon pose with guest 
director Dr. Reginald MacDonald (center) at the IMEA Honor Band event.  
Courtesy Photo



N
ew

s
5

Edited by Brian Fullington
Many new changes have 

been made within the halls of 
PHS just recently. One of those 
changes being the removal of 
the I-STEP (Indiana Statewide 
Testing for Educational 
Progress-Plus) as a requirement 
for graduation. 

In place of the I-STEP, 
all students, starting with 
the Class of 2023, will now 
be required to take the SAT 
(Scholastic Aptitude Test). The 
new SAT requirement was set 
by the Indiana Department 
of Education. Every student 
will take the SAT during their 
junior year of high school. 
This is also an opportunity for 
students to take the test during 
the school day at no cost. 

The SAT will measure 
math, writing, and reading 
abilities in students in grade 11. 
It is administered in the spring 
of each school year, beginning 

Spring 2022 with the new 
implementation. 

The primary testing window 
for this year’s SAT testing will 
be March 2-4, 2022, with the 
make-up testing available from 
April 13-20, 2022. All juniors 
will take the SAT test this year 
on March 3.

Students must receive 
a score of at least 480 for 
Reading/Writing, and a score of 
at least 530 for Math to fulfill 
their Bucket 3 for graduation 
requirements.

For more information, 
visit https://www.in.gov/
doe/students/
assessment/
high-school-
assessment/, or 
contact School 
Counselor Rachel 
Robinson at 
robinsonr@paoli.
k12.in.us.

Old Test With New Purposes

Study Up: Apps to Try

Makiya 
Russelburg

Senior
Staff Writer

SAT Prep 
Practice
SAT Prep Practice 
is a great quality 
prep app that 
provides video explanations to 
any subject you need practice 
with, all for free.

Khan 
Academy
With Khan 
Academy, you 
get access to 
instruction videos, tutors, and 
all of Khan academies online 
lessons. All of this is completely 
free.

SAT Daily
This free app 
consists of a daily 
question feed, 
that increases 
or decreases in 
difficulty depending on your 
ability to answer questions. You 
also get an explanation of how to 
answer any question you miss.

SAT Q&A
For a one time 
one dollar 
purchase, you’ll 
get over 300 
practice questions 
for all subjects. You’ll also 
get access to flashcards, and 
around-the-clock service for any 
questions you have. 

REACH 
FOR THE 
SKY

On February 2, The 
Booster Club held the 
Vertical Jump challenge 
to support the Lady Rams 
on their way to Sectional. 
The challenge was to 
see who could jump the 
highest throughout all of 
students and even staff. 

For staff, eighth 
grade social studies 
teacher Aaron Reckelhoff 
won the challenge. The 
winner of the entire 
challenge was senior 
Caleb Jones, followed 
by Jeremiah Hutcheson. 
Other great competitors 
included eighth graders 
Chad Sullivan, Dane 
Padgett and Logan 
Arthur and sophomore 
Colin Weaver.

Left: Eighth grade social studies teacher Aaron Reckelhoff wins the Vertical 
Jump Challenge. Above Left: AVID teacher Mrs. Noble takes a shot at the 
Vertical Jump Challenge. Above Right: Eighth grade student Dane Padgett 
reaches high for the Vertical Jump Challenge.
Courtesy Photos
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 Season 
Ends for 
Lady Rams

Gracie 
Walls
Senior

Staff Writer

162 S Court St Paoli, IN 47454
(812) 723- 0340

El Compadre 11696 W St Rd 56 47432
812- 797- 3338

McGuire Earns Scholarship
Senior Marcus McGuire has been awarded the 

Chick Evans Scholarship for his involvement with 
the Pete Dye Golf course in French Lick. The Evans 
Scholarship is a full tuition and housing college 
scholarship for high-achieving caddies with limited 
financial means. To qualify, caddies must meet 
the requirements of having a strong caddie record, 
excellent academics, demonstrated financial need 
and outstanding character. 

“It means a lot to me and my family, and takes 
off a lot of pressure having little to no college debt,” 
said McGuire.

McGuire has been a caddie at The Pete Dye 
Golf Course since his freshman year. With the 
scholarship, he is able to attend any Evans School 
in the country. He plans to go to either Indiana 
University or University of Michigan. 

“[My advice to potential applicants 
would be to] start caddying early. 
I started my freshman year and it 
gives you the best opportunity to win 
if you start as early as possible. This 
scholarship has been kept a secret 
for a while, it would be nice for more 
students to go for it,” said McGuire.

(Above) 
Sophomore 
Carley Higgins 
goes for the 
basket against 
the Lady 
Warriors. 
Photo by Heather 
Nichols

(Left) Senior 
Kinsey McBride 
looks to take 
a shot during 
the Sectional 
semifinal.
Photo by Faith 
Gammon

After not one but 
two postponements of 
the Lady Rams games 
in Sectional 47, the girls 
team played on Monday, 
February 7 against 
the North Knox Lady 
Warriors. The Rams 
were defeated 38-39, 
finishing their season 
with a 15-9 record. 

Junior Jackie Crews 
led the game with nine 
points, seniors Kacey 
McBride and Kinsey 
McBride and sophomore 
Carley Higgins each had 
six, junior Amelia Hess 
had five, junior Ryleigh 
Anderson had four and 
senior Gracie Walls had 
two.

“We played our 
hearts out and that’s all 
I could have asked for. 
I am grateful for these 
friends that turned into 
family and all of the 
memories and moments 
I will 
remember 
and cherish 
for the rest 
of my life,” 
said Senior 
Kacey 
McBride. 

Angie 
Ceja
Senior

Staff Writer

McGuire stands in front of the Pete Dye golf course. Courtesy Photo
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Boys Varsity Basketball

With the season nearing an end, the 
high school boys basketball team 
only has seven games left. The 
Corydon game is still trying 
to get rescheduled, but a set 
date has not been released 
yet. Varsity’s record is 
currently 10-7, and junior 
varsity’s is 8-7. The c-team 
played their last game on 
February 7, and ended the 
season with a record of 5-5. 

“As a team, we would like 
to win another sectional like last 
year. One of my personal goals 
for this year is to keep learning 
how to become a good leader, 
and to have more than a 75% 
free throw,” said senior John Moon. You can 
come see the Rams in action tonight at home 
as they take on Perry Central. 

The junior high boys had a very good 
season, but it is now over. The eighth 
grade’s record was 11-2, and the seventh 
grade’s record was 9-4. Head coach Matt 
Smith says that with hard work during the 

off season, they will bring good things to the 
high school next year.

Varsity Wrestling
After sectionals on January 30, 

the season ended. No one will 
be advancing onto regionals 
this year. Only one of 
the wrestlers placed 
in the top six 
for his weight 
classes, Junior 

Adin Monroe. 
“I think I did 

well. There were 
about 40 or 
so girls that 
competed in my 
weight class and 
I finished top six 

that made it to state. I won three 
matches and lost two. Both losses 
were from the 2nd place state 
champ who I had about pinned 
if I just a couple more seconds 
at state and my second loss was to the 5th 
place State champion,” said senior Hannah 

Albertson.

Junior High Wrestling
Junior high wrestling started up soon 

after the high school’s season ended. 
Their first match was on February 9 at 
West Washington. Mitchell was also there 

competing as well. Sixth grader Damien 
Edwards went undefeated.

Spring Sports
Spring sports have started 

up with practices. Baseball 
has had optional workouts 
since January 4, and the first 
practice will be on March 14. 

Softball has been having non-
mandatory skills work, skill 

development, and conditioning 
since January 3. The first official 
practice will be March 7. The 
boys track team will have their 
first practice on March 1, and the 
girls on March 7. Tennis has had 
optional conditioning since January 

18, and their first practice will be March 14.

Sports Recap By Carley Higgins  
and Jeremiah Hutcheson

Sophomore Trey Rominger 
goes in for a lay-up. 
Photo by Olivia McSpadden

Junior Adin Monroe 
prepares to take 
on an opponent.

Photo by Luka Abbentheren

11696 W St Rd 56 47432
812- 797- 3338

Follow us on Instagram @paolirocknbowlfuncenter 
and on Facebook Paoli Rock-n-Bowl Family Fun Center and Skating Rink

SEASONS WIND DOWN FOR WINTER TEAMS
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With Covid-19 

changing the field of 
medicine, many may 
wonder why younger 
students are still 
determined to work in 
the medical field in these 
conditions. 

Three PHS students 
have stepped up to fulfill 
the role of preparing 
themselves for working 
in the medical field 
when they graduate. 
Seniors Laykin Busick, 
Kylee Charles, and 
Tinsley Moffatt have 
taken vocational classes 
at the Lost River 
Career Cooperative 
with vocational teacher 
Mara Eisele to help them further their 
education. 

All three students have been in the 
program for three years. Starting out with 
taking Health Science I their sophomore 
year, Medical Terminology junior year, 
and then finishing it out this year with 
Health Science II (CNA) as seniors. 
Busick, Charles, and Moffatt are currently 
employed at Paoli Health and Living as 
patient care attendants. 

At first, the CNA class starts out 
with lots of worksheets and tests to make 
sure student’s master the material. After 
that, they can do hands-on learning. The 
students started to practice their skills 
on a mannequin or a friend in class. To 
be able to further their experience in the 

Nursing 
Home, the 
seniors had 
to jump 
through 
hoops to 
make sure 
they were 
eligible. This 
was due to 
the CDC 
(Centers 
for Disease 
Control and 
Prevention) 
and Paoli 
Health and 

Living guidelines. To 
follow these guidelines, 
they have to get COVID 
tested every week and 
every day have to wear 
the proper Personal 
Protective Equipment 
(PPE). The PPE they 
have to wear includes the 
KN95 masks and a face 
shield.

“People may think 
that you are crazy 
for wanting to be a 
healthcare provider 
during a pandemic, but 
to me, it’s even more 
important now than ever. 
Healthcare workers are 
needed all around the 
world, and being able 

to help someone in need 
is something that has 
always been a passion of 
mine. Working during the 
pandemic doesn’t bother 
me too much, it just means 
that we can help that much 
more,” said Charles. 

All three students have 
always been interested in 
working in the healthcare 
field, and helping others in 
their community. By taking 
this class, it has opened 
their eyes even more of how 
important it is to them. 

“When I heard about 
this pathway and what 
the people in the CNA classes were doing, 
I was fascinated and knew I had to be in 
this class. I am so glad that I got involved 
with these classes because I am now in 
love with the smiles I get to put on these 
residents’ faces. I love seeing them look 
up at me with this glow on their face and 
I know that they are thankful even if they 
can’t express it,” said Busick.

The students are excited to further 
their experiences in the health field when 
they graduate. Charles would like to be a 
pediatric nurse practitioner. Busick hopes 
of being an oncology nurse or a nurse 
practitioner, and Moffatt plans to either go 
to med school to be a certain type of doctor, 
or go into nursing to be a nurse anesthetic.

“The pandemic has opened my eyes 
that the world is in need of healthcare 
workers. I know that with the addition 
of COVID there are many risks but there 
are sick people out there that need help. I 
want to be that person that can help those 
sick people and plus in the end it will all 
be rewarding,” said Moffatt.

Eisele is very pleased with her 
students’ dedication and hard work. Eisele 
started as a nursing assistant at 18 years 
old. After her nursing education, she went 
on to become a nurse and educator in the 
health field for 16 years. Eisele is thankful 
that Lost River Cooperative has given her 
the opportunity to have the ‘best of both 
worlds’ nursing and teaching for almost 30 
years. 

“The end of the year with my seniors is 
always bittersweet. It saddens me to think 
about their smiling faces and caring hearts 

not being with me next school 
year. But I am blessed to have 
them cross my path and am 
delighted and anxious to see 
them spread their wings and 
go off to their college programs 
and soon begin their future 
as professional healthcare 
providers. I know they are all 
anxious to serve. Many come 
back to visit or I bump into 
them in their role in a hospital 
or facility in the years to come. 
That brings me great joy,” 
said Eisele. 

By taking the class and 
the three students’ other 
academic performances, 

all three will be graduating with their 
technical honors, CNA certificate, Indiana 
College Core and academic honors. 

“Mrs. Eisele is a wonderful teacher. 
She does a great job at explaining the 
material and getting you prepared for the 
real world. I found that this class will not 
only help me care for people 
in the nursing home, but 
also for my parents when 
they get older. This class is 
so much fun and I definitely 
recommend it to anyone who 
even has a slight interest 
in the medical field,” said 
Charles. 

Corinne 
Magner

Senior
Staff Writer

Mackenzie Neal
Future Job: Travel Nurse, Registered Nurse
Why are you wanting to go into the medical field? 
I plan to go to a four-year college and receive the 
qualifications to become a travel nurse. Afterwards, 
I plan to settle down and just work as a Registered 
Nurse. 
What do you think will be the biggest challenge 
for you? My biggest challenge will be dealing with 
being so far away from all of the people that I love. It 
will be a big adjustment to be so far from my family and 
friends that I have grown around and with throughout my entire 
life. 

Micaela Macdonald
Future Job: ER Doctor
Why are you wanting to go into the medical 
field? I want to go into the medical field because 
I’ve been in the hospital a lot and just watching 
everything that they do is just so exciting. 
What do you think will be the biggest 
challenge for you? Going into the healthcare 
field you have to memorize and study a whole lot 
of words. Some of which we hear on a daily basis 
and some of which we rarely hear.

Joshua Zapien
Future Job: Radiologist
Why are you wanting to go into the medical 
field? I chose to go into the medical field because 
I enjoy seeing how to find problems in bone and 
in other parts of the body using machines like 
CAT scan or MRI scan.
What do you think will be the biggest 
challenge for you? My biggest challenge for 
me will probably the college or university and the 
tuition cost.

Chelsea Deweese
Future Job: Radiation Therapist
Why are you wanting to go into the medical 
field? I want to go into the medical field because 
I enjoy helping those in need.
What do you think will be the biggest 
challenge for you? The biggest challenge for 
me will be getting too emotionally attached to 
the patients.

Marty Higgins
Future Job: Neurosurgeon
Why are you wanting to go into the medical field? I want 
to help people that are suffering from serious injuries or 
diseases. I hope to make the world a better and more 
healed place than I found it, and the medical field 
enables me to do this. 
What do you think will be the biggest challenge 
for you? I think that the biggest challenge once I have 
become a neurosurgeon will be learning to accept that I 
can’t save and help everyone. People will die and it won’t 
always be something I can control.

Future Nurses Beginning at LRCC

Seniors Laykin Busick, Kylee Charles and 
Tinsley Moffatt stand in front of Paoli 
Health and Living. Courtesy Photo

School Nurse Emme Moore 
has been working at Paoli since 
2019, right at the start of the 
pandemic.

Before being the school 
nurse, Moore held various jobs. 
She stacked lumber at a lumber 
factory, was a receptionist at a 
fitness center, a waitress and was 
even a nurse in the Intensive Care 
Unit.

Moore graduated from Indiana 
University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis(IUPUI), in 2008 and 
received her RN.

“I really enjoy working with 
people and children. I have lots of 
compassion for children and 
it’s a great feeling when 
I can help a child feel 
better. The feeling 
of being part of 
a community 
makes me so 
proud and being 
a nurse gives me 
that satisfaction,” 
said Moore.

The pandemic 
has created 
numerous challenges 
for Moore and her team 
at Throop and the high 
school. 

“We used to have a lot more 
trust between people and now 
people are constantly worrying 
about if someones gonna get them 
sick or wondering if they are being 
told the correct information. Now 
our main concern is this pandemic 
and it’s difficult because our 
attention could be on other needs,” 
said Moore. 

The process that Moore and 
her staff go through when a 
student or staff is found to be 
positive is a little chaotic. 

“When a student comes to 
me with symptoms the first step 
I have to take is determining 
whether or not the symptoms 
meet the criteria the CDC has 

made for us. If it’s something 
like a headache or your stomach 
hurting it could be so many 
other things but if you’re having 
cold chills or body aches then it 
changes the way we have to tackle 
the situation,” says Moore, “After 
determining if the symptoms meet 
the criteria, I have to figure out 
the timeline and dates for when 
the student or staff member can 
return along with phone calls to 
the parents or guardians.”

In the future, Moore hopes for 
a return to a more normal job. 

“I have so much planned 
for the near future. We are in 
the process of creating a health 

education and wellness 
clinic at the school. I 

want this school based 
health clinic to be 
able to examine 
students right 
here at school and 
be able to meet 
virtually with other 

providers,” said 
Moore.

Nurse Moore hopes 
there comes a time when 

there is no more mention 
of COVID because she feels 

this has taken a toll on everyone.
“I hope that we can go back 

to when students could come to 
school and be treated for normal 
health things and not have to 
worry about being quarantined,” 
said Moore.

For students considering 
pursuing a career in the medical 
field, Moore encourages them to 
stay involved.

“Get involved with as much 
stuff as possible 
and make it a point 
to involve yourself 
because you need to 
keep learning and 
making opportunities 
for yourself,” said 
Moore. 

Kenzie 
Gilliatt

Junior
Staff Writer

Moore

On Campus Care
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Senior Laykin Busick places 
a crown on one of the senior 
residents for her birthday. 
Courtesy Photo

Busick, Charles and Moffatt pass 
out ice water to the residents. 
Courtesy Photo

Photos by Leah Brinkman

Moore’s Time at PHS Defined by Pandemic
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If you attended the girl’s 
basketball Senior Night, you 
might have noticed the halftime 
entertainment was a little 
unique. Freshman Kyle Holt 
walked his Ibanez Artcore AS73 
hollowbody guitar out onto the 
court and put on a show. 

Holt is a member of two 
different bands, but one he 
has played in with his father, 
Shane, for the past year is called 
Southern Bound. The group 
plays classic rock and country 
covers. Holt’s dad plays guitar 
and is the main vocalist while 
Kyle also plays the guitar.

“I joined this band to step 
outside my comfort zone and 
learn some country since I 
mostly play rock, metal, and 
jazz,” said Holt.  

Along with Holt and his 
father, the band also includes 
Mike Strunk on bass, Kenny 
Patton on drums and Zach 
Patton on rhythm guitar. 

“We’ve played quite a few 
shows already. We’ve played at 
Shorty’s in Bedford a few times, 
we just recently played at the 
Depot in Orleans, we’ve played 
the Mitchell VFW and the 
Mitchell Legion,” said Holt.

In addition to local brick-
and-mortar places, last year 
Southern Bound had a unique 
opportunity.

“There was also a show 
last year in Bedford at the boat 
club. We got to play on a boat 
going down the river which was 

awesome,” said Holt.
The second band Holt 

is a member of is called Of 
Apparitions. 

“We are an all-original band, 
we’ve only released music. We 
haven’t played anywhere just 
yet,” said Holt. 

The members of the group 
are Holt on lead guitar, Shane 
on rhythm guitar and main 
vocals, Perry Vee on bass and 
Jarrid Bauer on drums.

“This summer in August 
we’ll have our first gig at the 
Gaslight in Jasper. The band is 
hard rock with a little bit of an 
indie rock sound. Of Apparitions 
haven’t been together very long. 
It was originally mine and my 
dad’s solo project,” said Holt. 

Holt has big dreams for his 
music career ahead.

“(I hope to) tour and meet 
new people. It’s my biggest 
dream to become successful in 
the music world and it’s my 
top priority. I want to inspire 
younger children to learn how 
to play an instrument. Music 
speaks in a way none of us can. 
I think music is an important 
aspect of life and once you 
pursue music, it’s 
quite beautiful,” said 
Holt.

Until that dream 
comes true, fans 
at Paoli can enjoy 
Holt’s music as a 
member of the pep 
band playing guitar.

Holt’s Heavy Metal 

Peyton 
Baker
Freshman

Staff Writer

(Above) 
Freshman Kyle 
Holt jams out on 
his guitar during 
halftime. 
Photo by Olivia 
McSpadden

(Right) 
Members of 
Paoli Pep band 
wave flashlights 
during the Lady 
Rams’ senior 
night.
Photo by Olivia 
McSpadden

Orange County 
Recycling Co-op

105 E. Water St. Paoli, IN 47454
P.O. 515

(812) 528- 2553
deliliahsmcadams@gmail.com

Band’s New Sound Features Freshman Player
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What 
celebrity 
would 
you like 
to be your 
valentine? “Peyton List.”

•Willson Windhorst

“Michael B. 
Jordan.”
• Nadia Garcia

“Han 
Jisug.”

• Tesalonica 
Paendong

“Ian 
Somerholder.”

• TyLynn Taylor

“Rudy 
Pankow.”
• Harleigh Poe

“Selena 
Gomez.”
• Juan Ramirez

“Ariana 
Grande.”

• Logan Flannery

“Johnny 
Depp.”

• Carina Gaona

“Ryan 
Reynolds”

• Lily Stroud

“Morgan 
Wallen.”

• Ariana Cavazos

“Harry 
Styles.”
• Lily Hall

“Tom 
Holland.”
• Gracie Brown

“Taylor Swift.”
• Liliann Woodsmall

Yes
35.1%

No
54.1%

It’s 
complicated

10.8%

17 
It’s okay, I guess  

It’s not very 
important

12
It’s very important

6
I hate it

2

Do you have a special someone 
for this Valentine’s Day?

We surveyed our sophomore class 
about their thoughts on Valentine’s 
Day Take a look at these fun facts 

to get to know them better.

Is Valentine’s 
Day important?
Thirty-seven sophomores shared their 
thoughts on whether Valentine’s Day 

is important.

Edited by Coy Busick
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Staff Editorial

The ESSER funds awarded to schools as pandemic 
aid were meant to be spent in ways that would both 
improve learning and help to hinder COVID numbers. 
Whether or not these purposes were fulfilled has been 
up for debate amongst our staff.

Stipends for PHS and Throop Elementary staff 
members have earned given thumbs up from all of us. 
Our teacher have worked extremely hard these past 
few years for us, even more so than usual. They have 
gone above and beyond with the extra weight on their 
shoulders to try and teach us remotely as well as keep 
morale as high as possible. If anything, we think they 
should have received more money.

Our staff highly approves of the 
spending on technology, as it makes 
learning more fun and meaningful 
for students. The new Viewsonic 
boards found in most classrooms 
are well-liked. They allow 
students to be more involved 
in the classroom activities 
and give our school a more 
modern feel. The new signs 
outside for the schools have 
been complimented as well. 
Our staff thinks they make 
our schools look more official, 
professional and inviting. 

The Youth First social worker 
has been very well received. The social 
worker offers mental health support for 
students at no cost, giving students a place to 
go when they get overwhelmed with academics, home 
life or just life in general and need some extra help. 
We also support funding for Hoosier Hills PACT 
a program gives students advice on how to keep 
ourselves safe. The organization advocates against 
drug abuse, sexual assault and domestic violence and 
staff members think that all students need to be well-
informed on those topics.

The disinfecting products as well as additional 
custodians hired to ensure our school is clean are 
other areas our staff commends. The extra nursing 
assistant is yet another smart choice in our opinion. 
We appreciate the efforts being made to prevent the 
spread of COVID and keep the doors to PHS open. 

Chromebooks for students in kindergarten, first 
grade and second grade are appreciated too. No 
matter how much we may try to stop it, sometimes 
COVID gets out of control and forces us to close down. 
With these devices, younger students don’t have to 
miss out on school when we are out of the building and 
can continue their learning from home.

While our staff celebrates many purchases, others 
have raised a few of our eyebrows – either because 
they are seemingly unnecessary or simply disliked.

Money spent on masks is one thing many students 
are confused about, since we have been told on 
multiple occasions we will not be supplied with masks 
if we fail to bring our own. 

Our staff thinks the money spent on professional 
development seems excessive. What professional 
development is exactly remains unclear to us, but we 
feel teachers already know fairly well how to do their 
jobs without such expensive instruction.

Physical updates such as new carpeting 
and remodeling of Throop restrooms 

is another place where our staff are 
scratching our heads. It might be 

aesthetically pleasing, sure, but 
was it essential? Could that 
money have been put to better 
use?

Our staff feels students 
should have been consulted 
on purchases. Obviously, we 
don’t have the authority for 
the final say, but since we are 

forced to spend a majority of our 
time within these walls, we feel 

student input would have been 
appreciated, especially because the 

school has been making steps to start 
including more student perspectives. 

Another idea is having physical copies of 
textbooks. Many students only have access to virtual 
textbooks and find it to be difficult to do an online 
assignment while toggling back and forth between 
tabs. With money going towards educational materials 
this would be something to consider.

Books for leisure were mentioned as well. We 
would love to see a wider selection of books in the 
library to choose from.

A lot of money was spent on technology, 
Chromebooks even, but staff members think more 
could have gone to possibly upgrading our current 
Chromebooks because they often struggle to work. 
This or getting better Wifi would have been greatly 
appreciated.

Overall, we feel the money was well spent with 
just a few discrepancies here and there. Our staff is 
grateful that the schools received money to better our 
educations and prevent COVID from making such a 
mess of them.

Pandemic Fund Perspectives

“Obviously, 
we don’t have the 

authority for the final 
say, but since we are forced 

to spend a majority of our time 
within these walls, we feel that 
student input would have been 
appreciated, especially because 

the school has been making 
steps to start including 

more student 
perspectives.” 

Staff shares thoughts on spending of ESSER funds

Bigger Lockers, we 
have so many empty 
lockers, and our lockers 
are not big enough for 
comfortable use.
•Junior Luka Abbentheren

Certain classes don’t 
have enough textbooks 
for each student to take 
home which can really 
be an inconvenience 
sometime especially 
when you learn better 
from a hard copy to 
just don’t have access 
to the book at home. 
We should invest in 
getting a full classroom 
textbook set for each 
class.
•Senior Angie Ceja

I really think we need to 
have a room dedicated 
to relieving stress 
(corny, I know). A room 
like this would only 
benefit students and 
kids could use it for 
several different things 
– studying, relaxing, 
catch up on work, etc.
•Junior River Fleming

I think that money 
should somehow be 
spent to benefit staff and 
student mental health.
•Junior Savannah Key

New seating for some of 
the classrooms.
•Sophomore Ella Spires

Invest 
Next?

We asked our staff to 
share ideas for how to 
improve the school for 
PHS students if funds 
become available. 
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Staff Column Kempf Accepts New Normal with Asperger’s
According to mountsinai.org, Asperger 

syndrome is described as a high functioning 
form of autism. This developmental disorder 
tends to present itself through difficulty 
in social interactions, repetitive behaviors 
and clumsiness. Males are more frequently 
diagnosed with Asperger’s than females. 
It is believed that this is either due 
to there being fewer cases in 
girls or it occurring but being 
less identifiable. 

Growing up, many 
people encounter the same 
social dilemma of why 
they are feel different. 
Most people come to the 
conclusion that they aren’t 
so different after all, and the 
rest of us are burdened with 
accepting our eccentricities. While 
others continue with their awkwardness far 
into adulthood. 

I, myself unfortunately fall into the 
latter category. 

When I was twelve years old, I realized 
for the first time that there might really be 
something “wrong” with me. I had many 
troubling symptoms, but of what I wasn’t 
sure. 

Social interactions were distressing. 
Going up to talk to someone, attempting to 
make new friends or working with a large 
group of people was daunting. I was told I 
was being awkward, shy or anxious. 

At the time, my grades were higher than 
they had ever been. It became my obsession 
to keep them that way. A single A- would 
cause a rapidly growing spree of panic 
through me. I was obsessed, but others 
thought that I was just driven. 

I have always been a little clumsy. This 
is the type of clumsy, like when you run into 
the corner of the coffee table. In your mind  
you were sure it was a couple inches to the 

right. Running and standing in a straight 
line was harder to learn than other people. 
People would notice but at the time it was 
just being a cute, clumsy girl stereotype. 

I had never considered the possibility of 
some of my issues having a deeper cause. I 
started to feel depressed and anxious. I am 

aware that my family has a history 
of dealing with depression and 

anxiety issues, so I assumed this 
was just a reality for me. 

I could not rationalize 
why I was depressed because 
I was so young and had such 
an amazing life. There was no 
way it could apply to me. 

Then, after several full-
blown anxiety attacks my 

freshman year, I had to accept I 
wasn’t immune to mental health 

issues. As my doctor put it, it is 
something that can be treated 
and managed through 
breathing exercises and 
workbooks. I began 
getting help. 

I learned to laugh at 
myself when I would be 
clumsy. It did not however 
change the fact that I was 
tripping over my own feet. 

Years into treatment, 
I still tended to be awkward 
and obsessive. All three things could be 
explained by an Asperger’s diagnosis. I 
always knew it was a possibility because it 
runs in my family. But when I  considered 
other people with the disorder, it just wasn’t 
possible that I was on the spectrum. I am 
a girl who is far too mellow, so the thought 
never even occurred to me. 

One day last fall, my mom brought the 
idea up to me while we were getting lunch. 
“Jozalyn,” my mom said, “Have you ever 

considered the possibility that you have 
Asperger’s?”

When people find out about having 
Asperger’s, it is typically met with denial. 
But to my parents, having Asperger’s was 
always a possibility. Hearing this was a 
painless punch to the gut. In a weird way, I 
feel more normal than I ever have. I finally 
might have a reason for all of issues which 
aren’t my fault.

I went about my regular mode of 
problem solving. Asperger’s doesn’t have 
a cure or treatment. It is just something I 
have to deal with. I felt empowered and I 
didn’t need a cure anyhow, I just needed the 
name. 

In knowing the name, I no longer feel 
the need to attempt to change myself into 
what I do consider normal. I no longer need 
to apologize for my weird behavior. I’m not 

wrong in what I am doing, I am just 
experimenting in another realm 

of normal. It is something I can 
explain to both those around me 
who think I’m odd and to myself. 

It is also encouraging. 
Asperger’s isn’t a handicap. As 
seen through openly autistic 
people like Greta Thunberg and 

Courtney Love, it can give you the 
drive you need to become anything 

you strive to be. 
People with Asperger’s tend to have 

high IQs and test scores overall. In the 
modern world, it is an advantage. I feel 
comforted to know there are 
tons of people in the world who 
feel the same way I do. I join 
them in all the quirks of having 
Asperger’s and knowing the 
amount of those who suffer . I 
feel normal and that is all that 
matters. 

Joz
Kempf

Senior
Staff Writer
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Homecoming Crowned
The Student Council 

hosted their annual winter 
homecoming on Saturday, 
January 29. It was held in 
between the JV and Varsity 
boy’s basketball games against 
the Forest Park Rangers.

The homecoming court 
was determined by student 
nominations. Representing 
each class were 
freshmen Keilea 
Moore and 
Deshawn 
Roberts, 
sophomores 
Carley Higgins 
and McKinley 
Stewart and 
juniors Clara 
Henderson and 
Isaac Cornett-McBride. 

Ten seniors were in the 
running for homecoming 
king and queen. Candidates 
for the king were Dexter 
Brown, Jericho Padgett, Noah 
Chaplin, Carson Little and 
Caleb Jones. Candidates for 
the queen were Jozalyn Kempf, 
Gracie Walls, Emma McCrary, 
Mackenzie Robertson and 
Makiya Russelburg. 

Carson Little and Gracie 
Walls were crowned king and 
queen for winter homecoming 
2022. 

“I was honestly kind of 
shocked but it made me feel 
excited and happy,” said 
Queen Gracie Walls.

In order to get into the 
Homecoming spirit, Student 

Council had dress-up 
days throughout 

the week. Monday 
was Zoom Day, 
Tuesday was USA 
Day, Wednesday 
was Hippie Day, 
Thursday was 

Camo Day and 
Friday was Jersey 

Day. The cheer block 
theme was jerseys as well.

Following the game, 
Student Council hosted 
a dance in 
the cafeteria. 
Students in 
grades 9-12 were 
invited to dance 
and celebrate 
the homecoming 
court.

River 
Fleming

Junior
Staff Writer
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Winter Royalty 2022
Senior candidates from left:
Caleb Jones and Jozalyn Kempf, Jericho Padgett 
and Mackenzie Robertson, Dexter Brown and 
Gracie Walls, Carson Little and Emma McCrary and 
Noah Chaplin and Makiya Russelburg.

Underclassmen candidates from left: 
Freshmen Keilea Moore and Jaxon Reynolds, 
Reynolds escorted Moore due to Prince Dashawn 
Roberston being unable to attend, sophomores 
Carley Higgins and McKinley Stewart and Juniors 
Clara Henderson and Isaac Cornett-McBride.

Photos by Faith Gammon and Olivia McSpadden

(Above Left) Senior John Moon holds his follow through after shooting a free throw. 
(Above Right) Senior Tinsley Moffatt calls out the cheer to the crowd. (Below Left) 
Senior Bladen Patton looks to pass up the court. (Below Right) Sophomore Nadia Garcia 
chants during a timeout. Photos by Faith Gammon and Olivia McSpadden

Junior Isaac Cornett-McBride jumps to tip the ball at the start of the game. The team’s 
lone junior scored four points in the game against Forest Park. He also had four 
rebounds. Photo by Olivia McSpadden

Game Time
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Caitlyn’s Cold-Blooded Companions
Having a pet is a common life experience. Almost everyone 

can share a memory of the first animal they got to take home 
and care for. While the majority of people have dogs, cats, guinea 
pigs or fish, junior Caitlyn Taylor has pets that are different 
from the norm.

In addition to two dogs and a cat, Taylor owns three different 
exotic pets. She has an orange and 
black Eastern box turtle named 
Empire, a red-tailed boa named 
Salora and a pinstripe crested 
gecko named Tostada.

“My gecko changes color 
depending on its mood,” said 
Taylor.

Taylor’s mother owns 
an albino corn snake as 
well, creating a total of four 
different exotic pets in the 
Taylor household. 

Taylor’s admiration for exotic 
animals began in 2014 when she received 
her first reptile. She was gifted a turtle 
as a present for Easter, which she named Empire. Taylor’s 
interest in exotic animals only continued to grow. She 
went on to purchase both a snake and a gecko at a reptile 
exposition. 

“I thought they were cute and they would be really cool 
pets to have,” said Taylor.

Taylor’s day-to-day pet-care routine consists of several 
different responsibilities. To start, she gives her snake 
freshwater every day of the week. Salora only needs to be fed 
every ten days. Her gecko, Tostada, needs fresh Pangea every 
day. 

Her box turtle, Empire, has more extensive needs. Taylor 
feeds the turtle fruits and vegetables with calcium powder twice 
a day to ensure she stays healthy. Each of the three exotic pets 
requires their enclosures to be misted every day. This ensures 
that the humidity is at the amount best suitable for the pets. 

Taylor recommends exotic pets, but admits they have 
some challenges. Exotic pets have to constantly keep certain 
temperatures and humidity or it could make them sick. The 
animals often need supplements or powders added to their food 
to keep them healthy. 

“Exotic animals are a lot harder to take care of than regular 
pets. I would recommend at least reading a few websites and 
making sure you have absolutely everything they need before 
buying an exotic,” said Taylor. 

After visiting many reptile expositions, Taylor has her eye 
on two new species to add to her collection: a spiny-tailed iguana 
and a basilisk. However, she fears that her current situation 
would be unable to accommodate them; Taylor currently does not 
have enough space at her home to support more exotic pets. 

“I would probably have to build or convert something to fit all 
their needs,” said Taylor.

While Taylor has added a few reptiles to 
her wish list, her experiences with pet 

stores have been troubling. 
“They [exotics at pet stores] often 

are sick and are way more expensive 
than just going to trusted local 
breeders. The employees also often 
give wrong information on how to 
take care of the pets you buy from 
them,” said Taylor. 

Some people tend to believe that 
exotic animals attack at any given 

moment or carry infectious diseases, but 
this is not the case. For those who fear that 

exotic pets are dangerous, Taylor 
explains that people are likely to 

be misinformed. 
“I’ve held hundreds of different types of exotic 

animals such as snakes, tarantulas, frogs, a caiman, 
iguanas and lots of others and I’ve never gotten 
more than a pinprick from any of them,” said 
Taylor.

River 
Fleming

Junior
Staff Writer

Empire

Tostada

 Meet Salora
   Taylor received her 
snake Salora as a birthday 
present. Salora is currently 
about seven months old.
    Salora loves to be held 
and out of her enclosure. 
Taylor enjoys carrying her 
around.
     Taylor chose the 
name Salora because she 
thought it was pretty. It 
means bright, sunny, and 
happy.
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